HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



o 



HISTORY OF PRINCETON, 



CIVIL AlfD EGCL£SIASIIGAL; 

/mm its fiid liiilmiut m X72d, 



Those matters which possess a natonl interest to a particular neighbor- 
hood, from association with familiar names and places, should be of inrnroRt 
to every one, who seeks, in the experience of the past, for that wisdom which 
may be deifved fipom a knowlodge of what those who lived before ite have 
done or suffered^wheiiiai tbey bare ened and in wbat respecti tbey have 
judged rightly.^' 




W0B0B8TBB OOUimr, MABSAOHUBSTTB i 



TO 1862. 



BY 



JEMMIAH HANAf OAD. 



WORCESTER: 

C. BUCKINGHAM WEBB, PBINTEB. 

1852. 



Digitized by Google 



OK 17 J 934' 



« 

Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 



I.v the following pages the author has aimed to present a 
brief, yet distinct statement, of the proniment events in the 
history of the town of Princ£Ton. Particular attention has 
been direeted to the variooi tnalsi toik^ and hardabipe of the 
early aett1«|— 4o the apirited leaolntioni and acts of the 
citizens in the period of the revolution, — to the difficulties 
that presented themselves in the organization of our federal 
government* as far as they had to do with the acts of the 
people^-^ the ecclesiastical history^— and to tracing the 
progreaa of tlie tewn in its march of proeperiQr through the 
period of years which have rolled onward ausee the first 
settlement. Throughout the composition, he has confined 
himself almost exclusively to fadB — having his eye upon the 
original documents — whiclif so far as he is capable of judging 
bimselfi ha?e been presented with entire impartiality. The 
work waa commenced and prosecnted with an ardent desire to 
benefit and interest, not only the citizens of this town, bnt also 
those of the adjoining towns, and of Uie State generally. It is 
true that this is a local history ; yet the reminiscences of events 
that have transphred in this vicini^i anecdotes of men who hare 
lived here, the record of their manneis and habitSi all constitnte 
a tribtttaiy stieam to the general comnt of our conntrjp's histo* 
ry. "All history should be, and American history in particular 
mast be, the history of the people. Not an account of the pro- 
ceedings of a court, of the operations of a government only 
bat of what the peo[de have been doing In villagesi and com- 
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muiiitiefly and familieB. Here things lie at the fonndation of na- 

tional character and sentiments, and consequently of national 
events. We are carried by this means behind the scenes, or 
rather into the scenes, of private history, and shown what are 
really the secret springs of public history." 

The volume we have thus drawn up, makes no pretensioiMi 
to attractiveness, otherwise than the nature of the subject, and 

the facts exhibited, mny be attractive. 

Many tliingg wortliy to be perpetuated, have, no doubt, for the 
want of information, been omitted ; accuracy, however, has been 
the constant aim of the author. Materials have been collected 
from sonreeeaB various as can be readily imagined by individ- 
uals who have not attempted a similar work, — ^the most of which 
it will not be thought necessary to spocify particularly. The 
Town Books, Church and Society Records, and various Publi- 
cations, were of couise^ carefully examined* Many of the 
ftots here presented, were obtained from a Historf of Frtaeeton^ 
written some yean sinee by Charies Theodore Russell, Esq., to 
whom we would here publicly acknowlcdij^c our indebtedness. 
We are also particularly indebted to several of the aged peo- 
ple whom we have consulted* 

That this, our tSEart has many imperfections, and some slight 
inaccuracies, is extremely probable ; yet we dismiss it, to those 
for whom it was compiled, with the hope that it may prove to 
be interesting and profitable to them* The Author. 

Princeton, April 1,1652* 
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CIVIL AFFAIES. 



CHAPTER L 

•eM«ntl HiMMy— PiMhaM of tte Maw— hopriMn* nuiiioi— Oiier of 
G«iienl CMiiU.DlTliiOB of the Twelv« Miles' Sqpan of lb* Inibn Piur- 
cbaie— Rutlind Easi WiBf— Watertowtt numa— FInt Battlamam— >Lom 
of Sotaft Kafta* Haoflitar^MMriianlioa of tba DiaCikl— Dr. Earrey*^ 
Fint Towa Maatin^FM JKoada. 

Aft£r the iirst settlement of Massachusetts, but a 
few years elapsed before the hand of industry penetrated 
fa^ and fast into the uncultivated wilderness. In 
but eight years aiter the landing of the Piigrims, SaIcm 
was settled* In 1099 Lynn was inhabited. Boston and 
Cambridge and Waterlown were founded in 1030. The 
stream of emigration soon began to flow westward from 
its fountain. In 188S Concord was purchased cf the 
Indians and a settlement commenced. In \G'^8 Sudbury 
was planted, and Marlborough was incorporated but a 
few years subse<|aent to that period. The increasing 
population pushed farther onward the frontier of im- 
provement. The fertile region in the vicinity of Wor« 
eester attracted the attention of the early settlers of 
Massachusetts. The first settlement in the County of 
Worcester was made in Lancaster, in 1645. Mendon 
19 a very ancient town, the second in age in the County. 
.Brookiield was incorporated by an A/ct of the Legiifla* 



Digitized by 



10 



ture in 1660. Oxford embraces a tract of land which 
was a grant made to certaia iodividuais bjr goFerameot 
in 1682. 

On the 22nd of December, 1G86, Josepli Trask, alias 
Fuagastion, of Pennicook; Job, alias Pompamamay ; 
James Wiser, alias Qtmlipoiiit ; Sassawannow, of Natick, 
and Simon Pilicom, alias Wananapan, of Wamassick, — 
live ladians, who claimed to be lords of the soil, gave 
and executed a deed to Henrj Willard, Joaq>h Bow« 
landson, Joseph Foster, Benjamin Willard, and Cyprian 
Stevens, in consideratioa of twenty-three pounds of the 
then curreneyy of a eeitain tiacl of land, twdve miles 
irq iare, going under the general name of Naquag, and 
bounded as follows : The south corner butting upon 
Muscopague Pond, nmi ronning north to Quanitick and 
to Wanchatopick, and so running upon great Watchu- 
selt, which is the north corner ; so running northwest 
to Waliamanonipsoook, and so to QoafNiaiiiniawick^ a 
little pond, and so to Asnaconcomick Pond, which is the 
northwest corner ; and so running south and so to Muss- 
hauge a great swamp, and so to Sossahatassick which is 
the south corner ; and so running east to Pascutlck- 
quage, and so to Almmpatunsbauge, a little pond, 
and so to Sumpauge Fond, and to Muscopagne, 
^vhich is the east corner.** This Indian deed, signed 
and acknowledged by the above named Indians, was re- 
ceived April 14, 1714| and recorded in the Aegietry 
of Deeds for Middlesex County, Vol. xvi, p. 511,— 
Worcester County not having been incorporated until 
April 2, 1781. 

That this deed did not give to the grantees an indis- 
putable legal title to the territory it purported to convey 
is evident. For prior discovery, or occupancy, by the 
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Indians^ was not ackaowledged by our legislators and 
courts as creating any fee in the soil ; whUe discorery 
by the English was recognized as Testing all lands, me* 
diately or immediately, in the Crown. Consequently, 
as this tract of land was indoded in the grant to the 
colony of M assachasetts, any conveyance of it by the 
natives must be invalid until sanctioned by the frovin- 
cial legislature. And that the original pnichasers, r^ 
garded the deed as worthless is also obmns. For a 
hule more than twenty-six years subsequent to its date, 
we find that the General Court on tho of February, 
1713, upon the Petition of the sons and grandsons of 
Major Simon Wiliard* of Lancaster, deceased, and the 
other heirs of the grantees, for approbation and confirm- 
ation of their title to the above tract of land, passed an 
Order, ** That the lands in the Indian deed, and accord- 
ing to their buts and bounds, be confirmed to the child* 
ren of the said Simon Willard, deceased, or to their 
legal represeatatives, and to the other petitioners, or their 
legal representatives, and associates, provided that with- 
in seven years time there be sixty families settled thereon 
and sufficient lands reserved for the use of a irospel min- 
istry and schools, except what part thereof the Hon. 
Samuel Sewall, Esq. hath already purchased, and that 
this grant siiall not encroach upon any former grant 
or grants, nor exceed the quantity of twelve miles 
sqimre. The town to be called Butland, and to liye to 
the County of Middlesex." The tract of land purclias- 
ed of the Indians, which was thus conditionally con- 

• Thid was Dm famous Majnr VVilUrd, who marched with 46 men ffon Lift* 
cafter to Bmolifieia, in 1675, r«»f the wU«f <if the Uttio buid tlian ■oiRiiiaM 
i*y m**ft9 tbnn 900 Indiani, ud whose memoiy htm been unbappilj ilaadMed 
tiy tnidick»ii. 
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jirmed^ comprised in all 93,160 acre^^, inclurling 1,000 
acres owned by lion. Mr. Sewali ; and was surveyed by 
William Ward ia October, 1715. This purchase, with 
the exception of that owned by Mr. Scwall, was dis- 
tributed among the heirs of the original grantees iu 
thirty-three shares : Joseph Foster had two^ and the 
others had one sliare each. 

The proprietors, at a meeting held Dec. 14, 171o, at 
Bostoti, voted to survey six miles square of the territory, 
for the settlement of sixty-two families, iu order to the 
fuliillment of the condition of the grant of 1713. Tlie 
settlers, on the lltb of August, 1720, entered into a 
written agreement with the proprietors, and bound 
themselves by certain articles, signed and witnessed* 
And on the 26th of June, 1721, this six miles square 
was confirmed to the settlers by the proprietors, and it 
now composes the town of Rutland, which was incor- 
porated by an Act of the Legislature, May 30, 1722. 

Of the remainder of the Twelve miles' Square, one 
portion, known as " Rutland District," was, by an Act 
of the Legislature, incorporated on the 14th of June, 
1774, and called Barre, as a token of respect to a wor- 
thy friend of America, at that lime a member of the 
British House of Commons ; a second portion, called 

the Northeast quarter of Rutland,** was incorporated 
on the 13th day of June, 1767, and called Hubbardston, 
to perpetuate the name and memory of the Hon. Thomas 
Hubbard, Esq. of Boston, who had been sometime 
Speaker of the House of Representaiives, a member of 
the Corporation of Harvard University in Cambridge, 
and a large proprietor of lands in Rutland original 
grant ; a third portion was styled ** Rutland West Wing*' 
until the year 1759, when the inhabitants had certain 
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privileges granted them, and the place was called the 
** Precinct of Kutiand West Wiug" until its incorpora- • 
tion by an Act of the Iiegislatare» Jane 7» 1762, when 
the name of Oakham was given to it ; a fourth portion, 
witii an equal tract from the town of Leicester, was in- 
corporated on the 12th of February, 1765, as the town 
of l\ixtoii — named after Charles Pax too , a commissioner 
of the customs; while the remaining portion, known as 

Rutland East Wing/^ and eomprt^intr 11^026 aer^s, 
now constitutes the southerly and greater part of Prince- 
ton. The last mentioned tnict is the only portion of 
the original purchase with which we are intimately 
concerned in this work. 

AgreeaMe to a vote of the proprietors^ this tract was^ 
sunreyed and laid out into forty-elgkt farms, of two 
hundred and thirty^seven acres each and numbered by 
letters, and a strip of two hundred and fiAy acres vndi* 
vided, whieh now includes the **Pmti^€Uer^* and Let- 
ter M^' lots. Rev. Thomas Prince, then colleague 
paat(V of the CMd Sovth Cburchi Boston^ was by far the 
largest proprietor of the tract, he owning nearly three 
thousand acres, the most of whieh subsequently came 
into the possession of the late Ward N. Boylstoni Esq. 
The entire tract was bonnded on the north and east by 
the line which separated it from several farina termed 

Watertown Farms/^ and which in the Indian deed is 
described * as runaiag from " Wanehatopiek/' now de» 

* The line referred to eKMi*es the Bostnn road nearthe « Great Maple/' ni 
Ihe foot of the " Whitney hill," and, running northweet, leaving the farms ot 
Ihp lare Jsher G. Read and Ifarlow .•"^kiiiner n little to the rntrih, con^tTftireji 
iiie dividing line between tho^e ut Messrs. EH^ha <k Charles A. Mirick and 
Mr. Davis. "After reaching the height of land near Mr. Enoch Brooks's, it 
|tiir9Tie9 a 8outhea;fl6riy dticctiuu iuid ineefs iiuLtbardstoo line oa tho laiul ef 
Brooks.^' 

2» 
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nominated Ratland Pond, to " Great Watohaaett on 

the south by Rutland and Holden ; and on the west by 
Ilubbardstou* The original proprietors, at ihe before 
mentioned meeting in Boston, Dec. 14, 17 Id, oboae a 
committee, to uliich the absolute control oflhft concerns 
of the proprietary was entrusted, and who made the hrst 
conveyance of any portion of said tejrritory, anbeeqoent 

to ilie purchase of the Indians in 1G86. 

Another portion of territory, now compriaed in the 
town of Princeton, was the **Watertown Farms.'* 

This was a tract of about three thousand acres, granted, 
tradition aays, by the General Court to the town of 
Watertown, to aid in building and maintaining a bridge. 
I find, af;er diligent inquiry, no record existing of the 
grant, nor any act or clue, by which its date, or specific 
purpose, other than thai above slated, ean be asoertaoK 
cd. It dates, probably, about the year 1745, and was re- 
garded as of little or no value. The line bounding it 
on the north and east, ran from the north bonndary of 
Rutland East Wing, beginning at a stake and stones iu 
the 'pine woods' on land of" Seweli Hichardson,* ^*near« 
ly due north to ^ stake and stones, stili existing, at the 
corner of lands owned by Dea. Israel Howe, James 
Brown, and formerly by Charles Gregory, now by Dan- 
iei Parker. Thence it pursnes nearly a wealerly direc* 
tion, crossing the county road near the mill-dam of 
James Brown, and passing a little to the south of Dea, 
Howe's dwelling*house, over the top of Pine hill, to the 
easterly side of Waehusett. Whence it pursues a crook* 
ed southerly course, on the side of the mountain, to the 
aforesaid line of Rutland East Wing, which it meets at 
a stake and stones on land of Enoch Brooks. This 

* rmmdf owMd by tiM lale CoL iabB Whiti«r. 
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tract WM sokl by the town of Walertown to sundry pre- 

prietors. At a nieeiiiig of these, soon ?ifter the convey- 
ance, a coiumiuee, of whom I believe Jonas Harrington, 
jgrnadlnther of tbe" lale Capt Benjamin Harrington , 
•**was chairman, was chosen to survey the territory, ami 
divide it into farms of equal value. This accounts for 
the iooquality in extent of the lots, some containing . 
nearly double the number of acres of otliers. After the 
completioa of this survey and division, the lots were 
numbered and drawn by the original proprietors, some of 
whom settled od the farms thus obtained, while tlje 
greater portion made a second conveyance of them to 
settlers."* 

We can had no records whicli lead us to conduce 
that any settlement was made on either of the above- 
mentioned tracts ^ land previoos to 1739; The soli- 
tude of the wilderness had remained unbroken, unless 
the occasional report of a huntsman^s gun, or the shrill 
whoop otf the Indian, echoing among the hills, aroused 
the iHUid deer, or hungry wolf. Tradition says that 
numbers of both these continued in the vicinity ^.soroe- 
tinie after the first settlers made their homes in the wii- 

^derness. Some more than a century had now elapsed, 
since the JPilgrims disembarked from the Mayflower^ 
upon the shores of New England. It had been a cen- 
tury of great labor, — of hardships, perils and wars, — to 
the first settlers of the country. During this time, the 
colonies were continually increasing in population and 
importance. Every year witnessed new settlements m 
the wilderness. About this period — Spring of 1739,-— 
Mr. Joshua Wilder removed from Lancaster, and clear- 
ed a small spot, bebide ihe brook, a little east of the dweU 
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ling hoii«e on the farm owned by the Ute Peabody 
iioughtan, and erected thereon a log bousey in which he 
with his family resided for meiiy years; probaUy until 
1760. Mr. Wilder was a saddler by tradei and the ton 
of Capt. Nathaniel Wilder of Lancaster, a man some 
what renowned, in the annals of his time and town, for 
his temerity and facetiousness. He married a daughter 
of Maj. John Keyes of Shrewsbury, who wtisalso no iiule 
famuus * in bis day and generation.* Daring the French 
war, somewhere about the year 1760 or 61, Mr. Wilder 
purchased a large number of cattle ior the purpose of 
driving them to Canada, and disposing of them at a 
profit to the English army. This intended speculation, 
however, was a total failure. Ou his arrival at its place 
of destination, with his stock, the war was so far eon* 
eluded that he found no sale for it, or at least none at 
any adequate price. He returned, broken in property, 
and sold his farm to Benjamin Houghton, who owned' 
the adjoining land, and with whom be had some littga* 
tioQ as to their respective boundaries. Soon after this 
he removed toBeichertown, then Cold Spriugt where he 
died in 1763. Miss Sarah Wilder, his fourth child, was 
the drst white person born in Princeton. Her birth oc- 
curred in 1739. 1a 176S she was married to Thomas 
Meriam of Westminster, and was the mother of the 
Meriams* at present residing in that place. She died 
1819, at the advanced age of 80 years. The descend- 
ants of Miss Wilder recollect hearing their mother fre* 
quently speak of gathering blueberries in company with 
others on the Meeting-house htU, with a file of soldiers 
to protect them from the lAdtan8.'*t No other settle^ 

• 6nwdiMiih«r of Mr. Vlwk Meriam, who icttdw ta chb town, 
t BuM^lPi Hfotoiy 4>f Pf :Bcctov, p. 7. 
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meot was probably made, subsequent to that of Mr. WU* 
der, prior to tte year 1750, when Mr. Abijsh Moore 

•commenced to clear the farm at present owned and oc- 
cupied by Maj. Joseph A. £ead« Mr. Moore opened 
the firit puUie hoane that was kept ia towo« The third 
settlement was made by Mr. Clicever, on what is at the 
present day called the Col^b farm. And in May, 1751, 
(the following year) Mr. Kobert Keyea with his famiiy 
leiiioved from Shrewsbury to this place, and se.tled on 
the farm now owned by Amasa Smith, which is situated 
at the foot of the Waofauaett, east aide. 

Oil the 14th day of April, 1755, a daugliter of Mr. 
Keyes, named Lucy, aged four years and eigiit months, 
attempting, as was supposed, to follow two of her aistera, 
who had gone to Wachusett Pond, about a mile distant, 
for some sand, and liaving nothing but marked trees to 
guide her, wandered out of the way, and becaoie lost in 
the forest. The people for nearly thirty mile^ round 
immediately coiiected, and in companies traversed the 
woods, day after day, and week after week, searching 
for her, but without success. They also repeatedly 
dragged the neighboring pond. Nothing of the cliild 
was disoorered* Many journeys were taken by the' fa* 
ther in consequence of reports, but all in vain. The 
conjectures of the people were and have been various 
as to its fate ; *Hhe most prevalent, and which divers eon* 
curring circumstances render most probable," was, tliat 
il was carried off by the Indians on a visit to the moun* 
tain ; and that she aoon forgiit her native language and 
became as one of the aboriorines. ** This was made 
more probable, by the story of two men, who went some 
years after this occurrence from Groton, on a trading ex* 
peditiua among the Indians oa Canada iuie. They re- 
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kted, on Iheir return^ ibit they fouod living among the 
Indiaus, a white womaii, who knew nothing further of 
her birth or parentage than that she once lived near 
'Chusett hiii: ' 

Mr. Oliver Davis was the first settler in the west part, 
and the hi\h in the town. He settled on what is at the 
present time called Claris hill/' in 175L Mr, Davis 
was iodostrious and frugal. He did OHich for the early 
advancement of the new settlement, by his example of 
diligence, and the introduction of useful, especially me- 
chanical, arts. He purchased a large tract of land, part 

of which lay in Princeton, and the remainder in llub- 
bardston; and erected a saw-mill on a branch of the 
Ware river. This was not only the finrf application of 
water power to mechanical purposes in the town, but 
also the hrst in the immediate vicinity. He also, a short 
time sabsequent to this, built a grist mill on the above- 

nicntiotied river, sonic half a mile below where the 
Slab-city'^ miU now stands.* At a subsequent period 
this was consumed by fire, and both a saw and grist 
mill were afterwards built by him on or near the same 
site. Some of the Erst mills in Bubbardston were also 
built by him. Three of Mr. Davis's sons enlisted in the 

army, at the commeacemeMt of the Rcvolutionnry con- 
test, and one fell on the field of battle. Mr. Davis died 
on the 25th of January, 1803. 

From the consultation of ancient records, or inquir- 
ies among the most aged inhabitants, we have not been 
able to decide upon the precise years when settlements 
were laade in different parts of the town. During 17o'2, 
and the four or hve following years, several settlements 
were commenced in various parts of the (own. Among 

* At pf«9ent owaed by Win. D. Cheever, £&q. 
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the seltters of about this period, were ft Mr* Peter Oood« 
now, on the site wh^ the dwelKng^hoiise f)f Charles 
Russell^ Esq. now stands ; a Mr. Norcross coiuraeQced 
the fiirm at preaent owned and oeenpied by Mr. Israel 
'Everett ; Caleb Mirick, on the farma occupied by Mesara. 
Elisha and Charles A. Mirick ; Samuel Nichols on Mr. 
Enoch Brook's fkrm ; Mr. Mede, on the farm at pres- 
ent occupied by Ephraim Osgood ; Joaeph Brelethf on 
the farm of the late Capt. Benjamin Harrington; Sam- 
uel Hastings, on the farm of Mr. OeorgsflDavia ; James 
Mirick, on the farm now owned by Mr. Geo'. O. Skin- 
ner ; Messrs. Thomas Gleason and Gibbs, on the site 
where the Wachusett Hotel now stands. A Mr. Stratton 
also commenced a farm where the Union'' meeting- 
house now stands. There were also, about this time, 
several settlements made in the west part of the town. 
Among this number, subsequent to the settlement of 
Mr. Davis, were Joseph Rugg, Charles Pannenter, Sadey 
Mason, Seth Savaget Timothy Keyes, David Parker, 
Robert Cowdin, Mr. Rosier, — Thomas Mason on the 
farm now owned by Joseph Mason, — Mr. Wheeler, and 
subsequently Col. Benjamin Hoiden from Dedham, on 
the. farm now owned by Benjamin Hoiden, the grandson 
of the latter, — and Isaac Thouipsoa, on the farm of 
Isaac Thompson. 

The first settlers in the town labored under very great 
dilliculties for a time, by reason of a rough, mouiUain- 
Dus and rocky soU and the naturally moist state of the 
land, for moi of passable roads, and from the prodigi- 
ous quantities of heavy tinaber with which the ground 
was covered. The inhabitants were for some years de- 
pendent on the neighboring towns for most of their 
supplies. They were industrious, however, and in a 
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few years brought the soil into successful cultivation, 
when grass, especially, was produced in great abun- 
dance — ^tlie soil being rich and fertile. 

The toils and dangers of original settlement being 
past, the increasing population and expanding resources' 
required municipal powers for the management of the 
common interests of the inhabitants. In 1759, the free- 
holders and proprietors presented a Petition to the Leg- 
islature for Incorporation, whereupon the following Act 
was passed b^lhe General Oonrt 

^ Anno Eegni Aegis Georgii Secuodi 

Tricesimo TerciOp 

''An Act for erecting the East Wing of Rutland, so 
called, in the County of Worcester, and sundiy fanns con- 
tiguous therslo, lying between Lancaster and Nsnrtfanset 

mimber two, inio a separate District tliQ name of Prrtice- 

^* Whereas a number of the Inhabitants and Proprie- 
tors 02 the East Wing of Rutland, in the County of 
Worcester, and the proprietors and inhabitants of sun* 
dry Farms contiguoQs thereto, lying between Lancaster 
and Narraganset No. 2, have represented to this Ck>urt 
many difficulties they labour under, and praying that they 
may be made a separate District. 

'* Therefore^ be it enacted by the Governor , Council, 
and Hmae of RepresetUatives, Thai the said East Wing 
of Rutland, so called, and eundry Farms lying cofitigo* 
ous thereto, contained within the bounds hereafter men* 
tioned, be and hereby is erected into a distiiict and 
separate District by the name of Prince Town : — iiz: 
beginning at the northwest corner of Lancaster second 
Precinct, being also the southwest corner of Leominster,! 



Diaitized bv Gocxjle 



ACT or IHCOSraitATraN. 



from thence running north ^ degrees west seven hun« 
dred and nty rods to a keap of stones apoQ the line 
of NarraganseC No. 3, from thence running west thirty- 
^ five degrees south seven hundred and eighty-eight Rods 
to the southern comer of said Narraganset nutmber two^ 
then turning and running southeast fiftynrix Rod to the 
northeast corner of said Rutland East Wing, then turn- 
ing and running west thirty Degrees south eleven hun- 
dred and sixty Rod, on the northwest line of said 
Wing to the westerly corner of said Wing, then running 
south thirty-nine degrees east sixteen hundred and 
seventy Rod, being the dividing line of the first settlers 
part of Rutland, and the said Wiog to the southerly 
corner of said East Wing» then turning and running 
east thirty-five degrees north eleven hundred aiid fidy 
rods on Holdin line to the corner of said East Wing, 
Hoidin and Shr^awsbury, and from thence running on 
the same point three hundred and ninety Rod on 
Shrewsbury line to the River, and from thence bound" 
ing on Lancaster sceond Precinct to the first mentioned 
bounds, and that the said District be and hereby is in^ 
vested with all the Privileges, Powers, and Imtn unities 
that Towns in the Province by Law do or may enjoy, 
that of sending a Reprosentative to the General Assent 
biy only excepted, 

^* JPrwidedf nevertheless 9 and be it further enacted , 
That the said District shal] pay their proportion of all 
Town, County and Province taxes already sett or grant* 
ed to be raised on the Towns of Rutland and Lancasiter 
as if this act had not been made. 

**And be it further enacted, That William Richardr 
soOt Esq. be and hereby is empowered to. issue his 
varrant to son;ie principal Inhabitant of said PlstrACf 

S 
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requiring bim to notify and warn the iobabitants of said 
I>iatriet qualified hj Law to Tote in Town afaiia to 

meet at such time and place as shall he therein set forth 
lo choose all such ofiicers as shall be neeessarjf to man* 
age the aflbtrs of said District. 

October 12th, 1759. This Bill having been read 
three several times in the House of Representatives^ 

Passed to be enacted. 

White, Spk. 

" October I6ih, 1799. This Bill having been read 

three several times in Council — 

Passed io be enacted. 

A, Olwer, Sec'y, 

" October 20th, 1759. By the Governor. 
I consent to the enacting of this Bill. 

This district thus incorporated, and which comprised 
nearly 15,0(H) acres, constituting the main part of 
Princeton, was called Prince Town, to perpetuate the 
name and memory of Rev. Thomas Prince, then col- 
league pastor of the Old South Church, Boston, and a 
large proprietor of this tract of land, as before mention- 
ed, and whose only surviving daughter and child the 
Hon. Judge Gill subeeqoently married for his first mfe. 
At the time of the incorporation there were about thirty 
families in the place. The first physician, by the name 
of Dr. Zackariah Harvey, settled about this time, on the 
farm now owned and occupied by Deacon Ebenezer 
Parker. 

Xn accordance with the last clause of the act of in* 
corporation, a warrant was issued by William Richard* 

son, of r.ancaster, directed to Dr. Zachariah Harvey ; 
and on the 24th day of December, 1759, the inhabitants 
convened at the house of Abijah Moore, their first dis* 
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t^ict meeting. Municipal officers were chosen, and 
Aom that dtj Priacetaii aisumed ber place among the 
regularly organised Diatriets of the Common weallh.-* 
Several pages are missing from the first volume of the 
Town records, conseqaentljr tko proceedings oS the 
ftbove mentioned meeting are lost The officers elected 

at this meeting were only chosen to serve until the 
March foiiowing, when, as at the present timO) the reg» 
ttlar meeting for an election was held. HeneOf the first ' 
*' March meeting" was convened in 1760, The first, 
however, of which the proceedings are found on record, 
was heid in Mareh, 1761.* It is rUrj ident from the 
* following protest which is transcribed from the reeords, 
that there was some diihcultf at this meeting : — 

" We the subscribers, Inhabitants and freeliolders of 

Prince Town District, judging the annual meeting in 

Prince Town District on the 16th, of March, 1761, to 

be illegal, by reason of the meeting not being purged 

from such persons or voters as are unqualified by law 

for voting, we do therefore hereby enter our dissent 

against said meeting, it appearing unlawful. Signed, 

James Thompson^ Oliver Davis, 

T aac Wheeler f Capt. FAiplu let Howe ^ 

Kphrru Allen^ Sadty Mason, 

Wm. Muxsy^ Oidim Fisher* 

Princetowtt District, Mar, ye 16th, 1761/' 

Previous to the last date, the inhabitants having peti<* 
tioned to the General Courti praying said Court to grant 
them a land tax^ to enable them to build roads, and also 
to erect a house for Public worship, and having had 
their petition granted, and received the amount of £9ffT^ 

"^Sm a Ust of oAco* diowa at nid mMtiaf, titaieriM fkon tb» Meordt, 
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public roftdfl were laid oot by the SdaetiMB in 1769, 

according to the instructions of the district. Of these, 
the first completed was a road from WoUminatef Ime 
thro' Allen's farm, tbeoee on tbe lino between the Wing 
and Farms so called; thence thro' the land of Mr. Mo- 
ses Gill and Caleb Miricki to the meetinf-hoase ; theoee 
thro' lots Letter B, No. 9 and 13, Letter H O. No. S3, 
to Holden line." The first settlers must have had ro- 
mantic notions; for it appears that they were in the 
habit of eonstmetiBgr their roads over tbe highest bills. 
The manner of locating their roads also was somewhat 
peculiar.* And what is still more remarkable, they 
''endeavored to locate their meeting-house as near 
heaven as possible*' — placing it on the summit of the 
highest point of land, except that of the old Wachusett. 
After r^ieated reqaests preferred to the district by sev- 
eral of the inhabitants, it was granted to them in 17G8, 
to pay their highway taxes, by work on the new roads 
most needed, and the price was fixed for the labor of 
man and beast. A short time subsequent to this period, 
many of the other roads at present existing in the town 
were built. Great sums have been appropriated for 
roads from time to time. 

* Soeia Um appendix. 



CHAPTER IL 

Cbaraeter of the Fiift SetUen^lMr AaeeeHy— IImimm oI F^latloa— 
rroTtone LinJe JmrnH tnnitinl liy tht ftitmwl rimit tir tht FInt leitled 
Itialiter— Fedtioii to be Ineoiponted ae a Tow»— Aet of Ineorporation— 
Oppoeitloii of the Town tp tte adMKtieii ef TenHofj— FM Bepraeents* 
tlf#-aoaiiSM3r» 

In tracing the history of Princeton, we are approach- 
ing the close of ttatt generation of men, who msy be 
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«dM, Urn ii$ JtrM siHbrs ^ iie iawm. Oor mmdf, 
hoiwvtr, luifir irtNiBd tkis period with the nost in- 
tense interest. The men of that day had diiEculties, 
perplaxkMB and trkist to eaduro aad of ereomOi soeb as 
«re in a maaovre «iperieMad » the aettlemeat of all 

new colonies ; yet not in the eminent degree, perhaps, 
tliat they were by the ^urst settlers of tkese regions.— 
adroatimr who at the present daj penetrates the 

distant west, or the regions of California, may carry 
witii him some of the comibrts of civilized life, but this 
could not be obtained ad the period of the setdement of 
Prinoetoo ; finr bnt a few of the laznries of existence 
were known in the country. 

On the other hand^ these early settlers were persons 
lof deeisien, boUness, enterprise and ind^>endenee. — 
They left their native town or country, and bid adieu to 
iriends, acquaintance, a father's house, a pleasant home, 
to take ap their abode in a howling wildemesa, exposed 

day and night, whether in tlie hut or field, to the lurk- 
ing and ravenous bear and wolf| — to cultivate a dreary 
waste, and this, too^ under a tbewnd dignities. Yet 
to clear the forest, erect houses, construct roads, build 
bridges, maintain achQois^ and su(iport liie gospel minis*; 
try, were enterprises vemX cheerfuJiy ^mdertaken. — 
Merely to live was not the whole of life with them, it 
was the height of their ambition to Jive as honest men, 
good neighbors, honor^le (Mzona, and accountable tp 
their Creator* Tfiey were noc inferior to that gAera- 
lion of men whose settlement in New England consti- 
iutes so important an epoch in history, and whose fame 
knows no Unfits oth^ than the whole civilised world* — 
They were men possessing the scutimenti? of the Pil- 
^)ais^ men who understood and higl^^* valued bol{i 
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ligiolis and cItII freedom ; who eheerfUly wdbred for 

its enjoyments ; who were determined on its maintain- 
ance and promotion ; and who zealoasly labored to pre* 
pare their children for its aapport and perpettt«tton.«*- 
They understood, appreciated and lored the truth. — 
They prayed and labored for its diffusion. They cul- 
tiraied and exhibited the evangelieal apbit and faith of 
the gospel. Such were the men who settled here, and 
such their character. The charge of excessive vanity 
has not unfreqaently been cast upon the people of New 
England, for speaking in terms which beti^y warm ad* 
miration for the character of their ancestors. And yet, 
those who would reproach us as being judges, there is 
truth, confessedly, in an artfully expressed sentiment of 
a writer of antiquity. " The Lord sifted the kingdoms 
of Europe to obtain good seed wherewith to plant the 
sterile fields of New England.^' 

A large proportion of the families first settling in 
Princeton, could trace their ancestry back to the earlier 
settlers of New England, Many came from Lancaster, 
some from Concord, some from Weston, some from 
Sudbury, and others from Dedhara, Lexington, Water- 
town, Medfield and various other towns in different 
parts of the Province* 

Some twelve years subsequent to its incorporaUon as 
a District, Princeton had increased in numbers and 
wealth to a considerable extent. «In 1759 there were, 

probatly, not more than twenty-five or thirty legal 
voters, while in 1771 the number had augmented to 
nearly one hundred ; and when the census was taken in 
1791, a still) at er period, there were one hundred and 
forty-four dwelling-houses and 1,016 inhabitants in the 
place. In additioa to the two tracts of land which were 
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incorporated into the District in 1759, there were con- 
tigttooB thereto some thousands of acres of Proviace 
land, whioh had never been incorporated into any dis- 
trict; — with the exception of five hundred acres, mainly 
lands on the Wachusett mountaia, and which at a subse* 
queni period were granted by the General Court to the 
Rev. Timothy Fuller, in consideration that he was the ' 
first minister and settled upon a small salary m the in* 
fancy of the town.* In 1765, the District chose 
Samuel Woods, Joseph Eveleth and Boaz Moore, a 
committee, and instructed them ** to send/' in behalf of 
said district, " a petition f to the Great and General 
Court for the province land in this district." Of the 

* 

adjoining Province lands, one thousand acres known as 
the * Potash farm/ were granted to one Plastid, in case 
he should teach the people the manufacture of potash. 
Buildings were erected and the manufacture commenced. 
For some reason, however, Plastid failed to obtain the 
land, and it was subsequently granted to Gen. Ruggles, 
for some military service in the French war. The re- 
mainder of the Province land was probably settled by 
adventurers or taken up by speculators." 

In 1770, it was voted by the District to petition the 
. General Court to be incorporated into a town ; and 
accordingly, the Selectmen were appointed a commit- 
tee for this purpose. During this year, or early the 
Bocceeding one, they forwarded to the General Court 
the Petition which follows, and which eventuated in the 
sought for Act of Incorporation, a copy of which Act 
we also subjoin* 

* Wm Afpandix, for a copy or tkt BmMm and Reiolra apm wkleli nid 
tend wai fivan to Mr. Fiilltiv 

t No cop7 of tlitt felttioii, or or tfio one flbr mcorpontioii la 1750, n of 
tM of ttas loira ia 1771, li to te fiwMl. 
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Province of Massachusetts Hai/s 



**To His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, Esq,, Gov- 
ernor and Commander-in-Chief in and over said Province, 
The Honorable His Majesty's Council and House of Rep- 
rewotatiw in Genetai Covit a«eiiibled tt Cambridge. 

The Petition of Princetown, in the County of VVor- 
cester, humbly sbevB, Thai said place eompoaed of 
Prorinee Land and other Lands, and Farms whicfa never 

before belonged to any Town or Pistrict to the Amount 
of near eight thousand acres^ together with a part of the 
original grant of twelve miles square to the Proprietors 

of Rutland, which part was never incorporated into the 
Town of Rutland or any other TowHi as many of this 
Honorable Court are well knowing, was in the year 1760 

-.^1759 — erected into a District by the name of Prince- 
town, and was not annexed to any Town to join with 
tl^em in the choice of Representative, and never can 
^oin with any, without being subject to greater difficul- 
ties than any District lately made by reason of the di&* 
lance, and badness of the Roads. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray (seeing said 
District was composed of lands, which never before be* 

longed to any town or District) jou would out of your 
woQted i^oodoess erect said ptace into a Town, wUh all 
the powers and privilege which are ei^yed by othef 
Towns in this Province* 

^Ai|d as in doty bouiid will ever pray. 

Ebenezer Jones y ") 
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Aboo lUigiu Recfvi Qeorgii 

Testu L.S. Uniectmo* 

*'An Act to erect the District of Prince Town into a 
Town by the of Princeton. 

** Whereas the Inhabitants of the District of Prince 
Town have Petitioned this Court to be Incorporated 
into a Town that they may eujoy the privileges of other 
Towns in this Province, 

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governor Council^ and 
House of Representatives, That the District of Prince 
Town in the County of Worcester, mih all the lands 
adjoining to said District not included in any other 
Town or District^ be and hereby is incorporated into a 
Town by the name of Princeton, and that the Inhabi- 
tants thereof be and hereby are invested with all the 
powers, privileges and imnmuities which the Iiiimbitants 
of the several Towns within this Province do enjoy. 

''April llth, 1771. This bill having been read three 
several times in the House of Representatives — 

Passed to be enacted. 

Thomas Cashing, Speaker. 

« April mh, 1771. This Bill having been read 
three several times in Council- 
Passed to be enacted. 

Thomas Flucker^ Stc'y, 

"April 9^h, 1771. By the Governor. 

I oonsenl to the eoactment of this Bill. 

r. Hutchinson:' 

The inhabitants of Princeton, as appears from the 

town records, were strongly opposed to tho addition of 
territory to the original district, which was made by the 
above act of the General Court. Hence they passed, in 
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Oct. 1771, the following vote : — Thtt it is the opimkMi 
of the town, that it is a hardship both to this town and 
the farms lately laid to it, that they sbwid be annexod, 
inasmuch as they are in no way aooommodated to it, 

and that it is impracticable that they should receive 
privileges that they be not rated." In May foUowing, it 
was voted, That a petition be prepared to" be pre- 
sented to the General Court then setting in Cambridge, 
praying that the land lately annexed to this town may 
be taken off;'* and the town also chose a committee 
consisting of Joseph Eveleth, William Thompson and 
Joseph Sargent^ for this purpose. This petition, as be* 
fore stated in a note, has been lost by some meansw— 

The land alluded to, is [)r()l)ably that which at the present 
i'uue constitutes the northern part of the town, known 
by the name of Notown,'* which was undoubtedly an- 
nexed at that time, — inasmuch as the above act of the 
General Court embraced ** all the lands adjoining said 
District'' not previously incorporated in any district or 
town ; but which was also, it would seem, on the prayer 
of this petition taken off.'^ It was finally annexed 
sgain by an act of the Legislature in 1898. The great 
objection to the annexation of the ^ farms" was^ that 
roads were to be built through them, at the expense of 
the town ; which wonld in their view be an unrepara- 
blo and unsupportable burden to the inhab^nts.'* 

The town aiier the passage of the above act of incor- 
poration had the right of a representation, bui as this 
must have been at their own expense, it was voted in 
1772 and 1773 not to send a representative, on account 
of the extraordinary cost^^ and also the great ex- 
^ pense of making roads,^^ The- first repteeentative of 
.the town was Moses Gill^ who was chosen in 1774 to 
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i^resent it in the General Court to be held in Salexn, 
Oot 6. Il wift tte eustom of tht towoi al lhal early 
date, to give wriiten iutrueiim^ to ikeir repreaenu- 

lives.* The manner of calling theeariy town meetings^ ^ 
was to Hsnie iba town into langaa/' usually two, and 
a eooatabie was appointed tor each ''range," whose 

duty it was to give personal notice to each inhabitant. 

The territory of Princeton at the present time consists 
of ''Autland East Wing/' contabing about 11,626 

acres , of the** Watcrtowa Fariiis,'' about 3,000 acres ; 
of Province lands, incorporated in 1759, nearly 2000 
acres; 'and of lands annexed, in 1771, about 2500 
acres; and about 500 acres set off from Ilubbardston, 
on petition of the owners in 1810 ; and about 500 acr^s 
from '' No Town" in 1838. The town is situated some 
fifty miles from Boston, about due west ; and iburtoen 
miles from Worcester, nearly north ; — and is bounded 
on t^e north by Westminster, on the east by Sterling, 
on the south by Holden and Butland, and on the west by 
Hubbardston* 

* F«r tto imcmctfo— givtn to Mr. CMtt ta 1774 Mt lueMtiinf chaffer. 

CHAPTER IIL 

Amtfiewi n«volutiii»»Ftoit •xpnmkom of Um tonm tenlatioa t»Mvalotioiii- 
Sf inMiiirm ■ BiioiwlMMli rniMitUMi of cofratpondence— Alarm— Pr«|K 
arations for war — Inslfiictiona to repreaentatlTA^Beclaration of rights- 
Bounty to the minute men — The citizens lenve their homes for tfie contest : 
Trouble with Rev. Mr. Fuller—DecUisUoA of Indapondence— JKepilaiioa 
of Uie cunency— >War teriiiiiiat«d« 

Wb have now reached an epoch of the deepest interest 
in our history. ^* The middle of the century had scarcely 
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past, biBfore the shadowi of opfirassion began to dtriim 

the ]and, and the first tremulous moUons of the revolu* 
tiooy which fioally upbaaTed tii# coloniti gofmnrat, 
were felt. The collision of popular privilege with royal 
prerogative, maintained during successive years by the 
representatives, had prepared the people for the inveati- 
gation of the principles on which their connection with 
the mother country rested, and waked their vigilance 
for the protection of chartered and inherited rights." — 
The long series of wars* which they had previously en» 
dured, were doubtless useful scliools, diffusing military 
spirit, and imparting knowledge of strength and siiiii, 
and confidence for repelling encroachments. 

When the appeal to arms approached, however, some 
of the colonists were filled with fear. And this is not 
to be wondered at, since the match was most untqnal. 
There was on the one side, no organized regiment, no 
fortified town, no ship of war, no money, no arms nor 
military stores ; while on the other there was a well dis- 
ciplined army, with eminent officers, an eatensive and 
powerful navy, an abundance of monjey, arras and 
stores, sustained by a reputation for military bravery 
that made their name a terror to all Europe. Besides, 
they had been educated with sentiments of veneration 
for the Crown W England, to which they had sworn 
fidelity, being indebted to its bounty for the honors and 
wealth they possessed. Some among them viewed the 
opposition to the measures of government premature, in 
its advance to extremities. The times, however, did 
not admit of a middle course. For the crisis had al- 
ready arrived. 

And it was found that the American colonists, gener^ 

* ladiAQ ftad Freocb Wan* 
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alif wfflre >o inflaiibte in their adhereacej on all oeca« 
sions, to trath io eteraled, expanaive, and practical 

were their views ; so keen were their sensibilities to 
what was wrong and injurious ; so steadfast their deter- 
minatioa to secure what was just; so vigilant their 

guardianship of their inalienable riglits ; and so ardently 
were they attached to the principles of liberty ^ — that, 
with comparatively few exceptions, there existed but one 

feeling, sentiment and aim, and that was to secure tlieir 
just rights ; and if this could be etiected in no other 
way, to do it by the Declaration of Independence. — 
However the colonists were divided in other thino^s, 
they were united in this. However different in their 
departments of effort, all co|i?erged to this oi^e great 
point. 

The earliest expression of opinion, on the records of 
the town of Princeton in relation to revolutionary 
measures, was entered on the 7th of March, 1768, when 
the people, at their annual town meeting, manifested 
their iiKdignation at the promulgation of the act of Par- 
liament imposing duties on paper, glass, painters' colors 
a^d tea, imported into the colonies. They did this by 
concurring with certain resolutions* to encourage do- 
mestic manufactures and refrain from purchasing the 
taxed articles, which were passed by the inhabitants of 
BostpD, at a meeting held October, 1767. 

From this period to 1773 no doings of the inhabitants, 
in their corporate capacity, mark the progress of the 
spirit of independence. A letter of correspondencet 

♦ The Lcf»^^Iat^. 10 adopted resolv^Ji of siniil ir import, Feb. 26. 
t The letter of corresjwmien CO to the tuwu, clo^^ed with lhes« words ; — 
*' Let us consider, bretiiren, we ar^ siiruggiiug luf out best birth right and in* 
heritance, which being infringed renden all oar bleatiiifs preetiiotti in tbelf 
^njoyoMiit, ftiid coiiMqaenttj liilliDg in Ihtir yalveb L«|ii«SbappoiQf t|i^r 

4 



Digitized by Google 



KCSOLUTIONS. 



receiTed from BoetoD, called the attenHon of Itie towot 

- at a meeting held in January, 1773, to the grievances 
under which the province labored. A committee waa 
appointed to eoiwider the eontente of suA letter, who 
-presented the following resolutions at the adjournment^ 
January 525, which exhibits the spirit that animated the 
bosoms of our fathers ia those days which tried men's 
souls." They were unanimously passed by the town :— 

Resolved, 1st, That the connection between the mo* 

ther country and these colon its is of great consequence 
to both, if mutually kept up ; but when digressions are 
made from fetablished compacts, that connection begias 
to lessen, and of course, creates an alienation, the ef- 
fects of which must be attended with bad consequences. 
For the resolute man, in a just cause, while in a state 
of freedom, never will consent to any abridgements oi* 
deprivations of his just rights, and disdains threats or 
any measures of compulsion to submission thereto— not 
like the tloo", the more he is beaten the more he fawns : 
but on the contrary, with a noble mind, defends to the 
last, and every stripe stimulates his efforts and endeav* 
ors, in defence of his own country's cause. 

2.—- «That this town, as a part of their province, 
whensoever their rights, liberties, and properties, are in* 
fringed upon, hy what authority soever, that they, iri 
honor to their forefathers, by whose solicitude and indus^ 
try, under God, they for many years have enjoyed the 
fruits of their labors — for the regr^rd they hear to pos- 
terity — ^as friends to their country, have good right to 

in«ii, who are raising themselves on tke rain of thii oovntrf . Let us eonriiica 
every invader of our freedom that w« vfll ^9 « M tkt ContiltHtioa oujt 
UU^9X$ lecofaisfd will juttit^." 
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**3.— That the repeated atteiii|)ts to make the people 
of priHfioce suli^ect to uajust taxatioo, and absolute 
dependeaey upon the ^rown, together^ appear sobversive 

of^ aud iaco£tfisteiU wUh« the coustitutioa of a fiee 
{leopie. 

'^4.<— That smIi inciaoneo are unconatitutioaai, and 

demand the attendoa of a)l well disposed people, and a 
fioutmU CQnaectioA and joint adhereac^ in proper means 
<br redceas, that thereby 4be ijgjhte aad Ubertiea^ cifil 
aad religioiia, wbieh have be^ transmitted to ns from 
our iUiiatrious aaoesiorSy mi^l^ be ksept iu violate bj us 
tbeir poeterkju 

** S— That they shall be always teady to concur in all 
jost and proper meaas that this province aud the neigh- 
boring Gdonies may come into for the common good, 
and in eon|iinctlon with the friends of liber ty, shall bear 
testimony to ail invasions upom our rights and liberties. 

^' G^T^At tiie rep^t (ifaese reaoiations) be put on the 
town record^ that posterity may know they had a sense 
-of their invaJuaWe rights and liberties, and were not 
ipiiling to j^art with them, but by tlietr own consent, an^ 
that ihe^^ are deUnmedto vindieaie and stigjpart tim as 
lime (juid dicauioiu may call* 

jEphraim Woalson, 

Ebcnczer JoneSy 
Charles Brooks. 

At the anaaal town meeting in March, 1774, it wae 

iFoted **to ciioose a committee of ^orrei^pondence to com- 

* A copy of tba ifbove leaolufioiiA-'were transmitted to the liduilittgnliat 



Committee^* 
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munioate with commilleeB of cormpondenoe in other 
towns in this province, to give the earliest intelitfeaee to 

the inhabitants of (his town, of anj^ designs that they 
shall discofer, at any subsequent period, against our 
natural and constitutional rights.^' Accofdingly, Capt. 
Benjamin Holden, Joseph Everleth, Samuel Woods, Wil- 
liam ThompsoUy John Jones, Adonijah Howe, and Sadey 
Mason, were elected a committee of correspondence^—* • 

four of whom were to constitute a quorum. 

The records of the town of Princeton exhilut the 
brightest evidence of the devotion of its inhabitants to 

their count ry*s inalienable rights. They were not on'y 
ready to pass resolves which breathed the spirit of pa' 
triotism ; but they were also ready to seal their devo* 

tion to their country's cause, by death on the battle- 
field, if need be. Hence, when the alarm* reached the 
place, that a band of the King's troops had made an ex* 
cursion by night, up the Mystic river, and carried off a 
quantity of gunpowder deposited in the arsenal in the 
northwest part of Charlestown, the effect was electric. 
And tradition says that a part of the night was spent by 
jBome in changing pewter platters into musket bullets, 
and in preparation for immediate engagement. As soqp 
as these arrangements could be completed, several of 
the inhabitants marched, and were on their way, when 
the return of messengers from Boston assured them 
their further advance was unnecessary. 

It has been supposed by some that the occasion bad 
been seized to try the spirit of the inhabitants at large, 
that they might tfaeneby aseertun thcioxtent and strength 
of the resolution of resistance. And such was tl>e 
spirit animating the community, that men who had 

* Tbe exact dtt« of thiialatn w wn not ibtota itato. 
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never seen the tenrts of an enemy, left the plough in the 
furrow, and the sickle in the harvest, aad went out to 
meet the trained foe, withoat disctplijie, equipmrnts, or 
munitions.* It i« said by one historian : *' There came 
mea without ot&c^rs, and officers without men, lonnr 
fowliog pieces and ehort Manderbnasee^ muskets of M 
eorts and sizes, some without locks, others uithout 
stocks, and many withottt lock, stock, or barrel ; car- 
tridge boxes^ shot beUa, powder horasi swords, hatchets, 
snickersees, erow bars, and Inroom sticks all mingled 
together/' Ample evidence was afibrded ot steadfast 
determiofttioii to meet e?ea the dreadful appeal to war, 
and a sufficient pledge was guren of the support efery 
town might hope from its neighbors m extremity. . 

One beneficial result £rom -this excitement, was the 
-admonition of the necessity of a better preparation for 
the contest which was kosv evitleatly approaching. At 
a meeting held m Princeton, but a short time subse- 
quent to that period, the selectmen were instructed to 
purchase two barrels of gunpowder, oue hundred weight 
of lead and three hundred dints, to add to tiie town 
stock. This vote evinces both a foresight of conse- 
qu dices aud deleriiiiaaleuess of actiou on the part of 
the town. 

In October, Moses GiM was ^ilected tepresentatire to 

the General Court to be held in Salem, and Benjamin 
Holden delegate to the provincial Congress to be as- 
eembled at Concord. The former was instructed, ab- 
solutely to refuse to be sworn to represent said town by 
any unconstitutional qficer^** and, ^^lu case the General 
Court is prevented setting constitutional^ to repair to 
Concord, and join the provincial Congress." The ior 

4» 
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structions to the latter required that he should use his 
greatest influence to prevent all arbitrary acts of Pariia* 
ment taking place, evidently tending to destroy the tib« 
eriies and privileges of this and the other provinces," 
and also to endeavor to make provision for and come 
into such measures as shall be for the peace and good 

( order of this Province." 

Gov. Gage was a royalist, and becoming alarmed by 
the spirit of the instructions that were given to the rep* 
rescntativcs in most towns, and the stormy aspect of 
the times, issued his proclamation, declaring that it was 
expedient the session of the General Court, summoned 
to be held the 6th of October, should not be held ; at 
the same time discharging the members from attend* 
anee ; and announcing his intention not to meet the as* 
sembly. But the current of popular feeling was not 
thus to be diverted. Tlie representatives elect assem* 
bled at Salem, and, resolving themselves into a provin- 
eial Congress, elected John Hancock President, and 
Benjamin Lincoln Secretary, and immediately adjourn- 
ed to Concord. Here measures were taken for arming 
the whole province ; twelve thousand men were to be 
raised, and to hold themselves ready to march at a mo- 
ment's warning. 

The patriotic resistance to invasions of liberty was 
not confined to inuiilci|>al corporations or general asem- 
blies of citizens. The fervid enthusiasm, pervading the 
•whole fabric of society, manifested itself in varied forms. 
The following document is found appended to the sec- 
ond volume of the records of the town, without date. — 
It appears to be an oath of allegiance or declaration.— 
It breathes the spirit of the times ; and was probably 
dxawn some time during the jear 1774: 
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** I do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess, tes- 
tify « and declare, that the Commouweaith of Massachu* 
setts is, and of right ought to be, a free, sovereign, mi 

independent State. And I do swear that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the said CominonweaUh^ and 
that I will defend the same against all traitorous con- 
spiracies and hostile attempts whatsoever — and that I do 
renounce and abjure all aiiegiance, subjection, and obe* 
dience to the King or government of Great Britain, and 
every other foreign power whatsoever. And that no for- 
eign prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate^ hath or 
onght to have any jnrisdiction, superiority, pre-eminence, 
authority, dispensing, or other power, in any matter, 
civil, ecclesiastical, or spiritual, within this Common- 
wealth — except the authority and power which is or may 
be vested by their constitaents in the Congress of the 
United States ; And i do further testify and declare that 
no man, or body of men hath or can have any right to 
absolve or discharge me from the obligation of this oath, 
declaration, or affirmation — and that I do make this ac- 
knowledgment, profession, testimony, declaration, deni- 
al, renunciation, and abjuration, heartily and truly, ac- 
cording to the common meaning and acceptation of the 
foregoing words^ without any equivocation, mental eva-. 
sion, or secret reservation whatsoever, so help me Ood« 
** Signed, 

Sadeif MasoUf Samuel Wbods^ 

Benjamin J/olden^ Boaz Moore, 

Ebenezer Parker^ William Thompson, 

WtUiam Dodds, Humphrey Moore, 

Enoch Brooks, Jonas Smith,^* 

This is a most explicit deciaratioa of indepead^^uce. 
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Whatever may Le ils age it breathes tlie ame spirit 

that is louiul in iLe splendid document of 177G, uliicii 
proclaimed the dissoioiioii of all iiesof cdooial relation 

The coiBineiieenie«t of tke year, 1775, was a period 
of intense interest. The dLfficulties between England 
and her Americaa cotioaies were hst iiaatemng to a de- 
cisioa by the appeal to battle. The coeroive measures 
of the British Parliament required the Colonists to ac- 
koowledge priaciples subversive of true liberty. Peti* 
tions and remoDStraaces failed to reconcile the parties. 
The Colonists, who initrlit at the outset have been cou- 
teated with the redress of grievances, and by reasonable 
concessioBSi now looked forward lo the accomplishment 
of independence. The indomitable perseverance of 
the ministration left no hope of reconciliation. The 
iangnage of moderattom was stili on the Itps of men, bat 
stern determination in their hearts. It was like the 
pause on the eve of %ht, when the signal fur engage- 
flieat is impatiently awaited." Preparations for the 
conflict were actively, though silently, made^ both oa 
the part of the British and the colonies. 

The town records show the people of Princeton to 
have been not behiad tbeir neighbors in their prepara- 
tions for the struggle that was aboat to commence. la 
March, the staadiag company*' were directed to 
traia once a week/' and to pat themselves in a 
proper position for defence."* At the same time, it 
was voted to procare seventy-two doUars for the use .of 
the company of mmute men, l^esides the necessary ac- 
coutrements. This company consisted of ihiriy-six jnen. 
The selectmea were instructed to pay said money 'Svhea 

* The ofTirrr^ of this company were Ehenezer JoMt, C^plala j Jcsciph 
|i4filil9l|iiit j 4UMi8aBii«liiafU«a% Bst'pk 
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ihtj marched." Their services were soon to be required 

in their country's defence. On the 19th of April, an 
express came to the towo, shouting *^ to arms ; the war 
is beguo*" As the nenrs spread, the implements of hus- 
bandry were thrown aside in the field, and the citizens 
lefl their homes with no greater delay than was needful 
to seize their arms, tn a short time, the minute men 
were paraded and took up their line of march towards 
Lexington and Concord. 

While the military strength of the town was arrayed 
in arms against the troops of the King^the committee of 
correspondence were dealing with the internal enemies 
of the country. The following vote is recorded on the 
town records, May 24 : •♦Voted on reading the paper 
received from the Congress, that the conuuittee of cor- 
respondence retire to receive the complaint of any per- 
son against any one suspected to he unfriendly to their 
country, and that they make their reporc of such persons 
complained of to the town for their further considera* 
tion.'* llie committee, upon their return, reported that 
the Rev. Mr. Timothy Fuller and Lieut. Caleb Mirick 
are complained of as persons suspected to be unfriendly 
to their country— Mr. Puller for refusing to call a Fast* 
last year, and for his public discourse to the minute 
company the last Fastt as tending to discourage people in 
defending their rights and liberties, and for taking cnttle 
suspected to be Col. Jones' property ; Mr. Mirick for 
taking cattle suspected to be Col. Jones' and for enter- 
taining tories at sundry times, — which complaint being 

* A Fast appcMiited bv t!ie General Court, diirin? its session in 1774 in Imi- 
tation of their \ni>\\i anrp lor^s, "-who on all occasUms ot coumon danger 
diHtress devout U lin ked to Uud for direction and favor.** 

t Mr. Fuiler 8 text on tUal occaaion wis Um fotloirlBg : " Let not Wm tlwt 
jirdeib on the harneii boMt bimwlf w h« ^ttilh H«C»' 
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read, the town then voted thai Mr. Fuller and Lieut. 
Caleb Mirick^ be inquUed of for tbeir conduct touchiag 
said complaint" 

At aa adjournment of this meeting, June fJOth, Mr. 
Fuller presented a ''paper to the town ibr their consider- 
ation/' vindicating himself from the above-named-charg* 
es. The town, liGvveyer, voted that said paper " was 
unsatisfactory, and at the same time voted *^ to hear Mr. 
Pulier a fortnight longer in order to inquire into his late 
conduct; and also that an addition of four be made to 
the committee of correspondence for this purpose, and 
made choice of Messrs. lohn ElUs, Ephraim Hartwell, 
Charles Brooks, and Jose{)h Phelps accordingly. At tlie 
expiratioii of tke timCi the committee of correspondence 
presented a second paper ^ from Mr. FuUer, which* 
shared. a like fate with the first.t At this meeting, af- 
.ter tiie rejection of said **paper," it was moved to choose 
* a committee " to draw up something fiirther for Mr. Ful« 
ler to sign as satisfactory to the town and to make re- 
port of the same.** The following were elected: Sadey 
Mason, Capt Moore, Dea..IIowe» Charies Brooks^ and 
Joseph Eveleth. Attempts were made to reconsider the 
the last raeiitioned vote, but they were ineii'eciuaL Con* 
seqiiently the afoove-mentioned committee* at a subse- 
quent meeting, held June 20th, reported a "paper" for 
the Rev. Mr. FuUer to sign ste satisfactory to the town." 
It was thea moved, seconded and voted that Mr, Fulkr 
sign the pnper before the town act up9n it ; accordingly 
agreeable to said vote the paper was signed by Mr. Ful- 
ler, in presence of the town; it was then put, to see if 

♦ No lurilier acticui was taken on Mr. Mirick'd ca e. The inference is tita 
he 8atii>lied the Uiwti ot xlie n i lirnde of hint c(>n<Iuct and intentions. 

fNeiUier of these** |)aperi» ' are on the ieau:«i« of tlie iowiu The^^ are 
probably aiiMNigclia ttainge that were. 
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the town were sjitisfied with said papers for his past con- 
duct, so far as it appeared unfriendlj lo the common 
cause, and it was vaied not satisfactory. 

This procedure on the part of the town was a strange 
auomalj. It is very evideot, whatever might have been 
tbe eharacter of this *^ paper/' it having been drawn up 
by men who were firm supporters of the revolution, and, 
of course, opposed to all who were royalists^ that but 
one thing should have prevented iis being satisfactory — 
and that was, Mr. Fuller's refusal to sign it. But they 
did not let tbe matter rest here. On the 10th of Aug. 
the town voted to request Mr Fuller to ask a dismission, 
* and also chose a committee to wait on Mr. Fuller and 
acquaint him with the above request. Aod on the 28lh 
'0f the same month, a committee was chosen, consisting 
of Lieut. Mirick, Dea. Keyes, Mr. Brigham, Mr Woods, 
and Abner Howe, " to draw up reasons" why the town 
made said request* At the same time, the committee^ 
of correspondence reported, in reference to bis political 
conduct, representing hini as being unfriendly to the 
rights and liberties of America. At the adjournment of 
this meeting on the Slst, Mr. Fuller presented a third 
" paper," in accordance with the request made by a 
committee in behalf of the town. But this, as might be 
expected, was eqaally unsatisfactory with the two pro- 
ceeding. Oct. 5th it was voted by the town to request 
the assistance of some of the committee of correspon* 
dence in the neighboring towi^^' to advise respecting 
Mr. Fuller's conduct as a tory." Dec. 2Gth, a commit* 
tee consisting of John Ellis, Ebeneezer Hartweili Capt. 
Moore, WMIiam Thompson and Thomas Mason were 
elected, who in conjunction with a committee of the 
(church, were lo prepare allegatioiis against Mr* jb'ulier, 
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and on the 8th of Jaoaary foUowiag* the town voted to 
unite with the chqrch in calliiig a coancil, ** if upon the 

advice the church and town coimoittees should obtain, 
should make it appear proper to have a council/^ Ac- 
cordingly a council* was convened at Princeton, to take 
ihto consideration tlie propriety of Mr. Fuller's dismis- 
sion j and on the Idth of March the council advised to 
his dismission, and consequently h^ wa9 dismissed, by a 
vote of the church on the 20th, and the town on the 
24th. At th^ same time the town chose a commit- 
tee consisting of J^ieut. Caleb Miriok, Pea. Adouijah 
Howe, Joseph Haynes, Samuel Moseman, Lieut. Joseph 
Evelcth, Janies Mirick, and f^athaniel Cutler, to keep 
Mr. Fuller out of the pulpit.^' Thi^ comTnittee were • 
faithful in attending to the duty assigned them, and . 
standing on the pulpit stairs, as required by law, did 
on the following Sunday, with force and arms, restrain 
ai|d keep out of the said pulpit, him the aforesaid Tim^' 
othy Fuller." The dealings of the town with Mr. Ful- 
ler, were of no gentle character ; and they eTince the 
revolutiouary enthusiasm which pervaded the inhab- 
itants at that time. During tlie whole revolutionary 
struggle the same spirit was manifested* They cheer- 
fully met the demand^ of the State and Congress, to 
whatever saciiiice it might subject thena. In January^ 
as recommended by Congress, a coi^tribution of rnoney 
and provisions was raised for the towns of poston an4« 
Charleslown. 

On the 1st of May, a%esolve of the Continental Con- 
gress provided for the removal of the indigent inhabi's 

itants of Boston, estimated to number hve thousand, anc| 

* Tbe proceedings of saitl counctl/and ulao of the cliurcb, narrated uudcf 
j^nqtliti hcMul. Chapter 6^ 

1 
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&eir distribation among the towns of the interior. The 
proportion of Princeton was 84, which the town Toted 

to receive. 

March, 4th, 1776, it was voted to add two persons to 
the committee of correspondence in the place, of Col. 
Benjamia llolden and Capt. John Jones who had joined 
the continental array. 

Men were drafted, in the early part of the year, for 
the reinforcement of the army investing Boston, by the " 
officers of the militia and the selectmen. At this time 
aeveral were levied in Princeton. 

On the 14th of Jnne, a motion was made, to see if 
the town would support independence, if it should be 
declared ; and it was voted unanimously to concur 
with the Continental Congress, in case they ehall de- 
clare independency." July 14, 177G, the Declaration 
of Independence was received. This instrument, the 

■ 

eloquent echo of sentiments aa boldly expressed, in less 

splendid form, from ahnost every village of New Eng- 
land, long before they were promulgated in that paper 
which has been reverenced ae the Magna Gharta of 

Freedom,'^ was hailed with joy by the inhabitants of 
Princeton, and stands recorded on the town's records. 

On the l(hh of September , one fifth part of the mili- 
tia of the State of Massachusetts were called out imme- 
diately to march to I^ew York, to prevent the enemy 
from cQtting off the communication between the Amer- 
ican army in the city and on thie island of New York, 
and the country. One fourth part that remained of the 
/ military, were required to be equipped and ready to 
march at a moment's warning should their services be 
needed. Frequent demands were made for soldiers for 
the defence of Boston and otherezposed places. Princct 
5 
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ton anBw«z«d each ciU, foUowing io ^uidc SBceeMMUiy 
to the uttBost eKtent of her meaiw. 

Oa the 30th of Septemher, it was submitted to the 
people to determioey whether they would GonaeDt^ that 
the House of Repreeentatives and Council in Conven* 
tion^ should adopt such constitution aod frame of gov« 
ernmenty as, on mature deliberationi they ahouM judge 
would be most condnoiyeHo the safety, peace, and hap- 
piness of the State iu after generations. The town 
voted that they ha?e the power^ Io adopt, a '^oemr CoBst>* 
tution^' and frame a system of gorernment for this State. 

To prevent monopoly upon such articles as were con* 
aidered the neoesaaries of lik, the Selectmeo« and com- 
.mittee of correspondence were empowered by an act of 
the Provincial Congress, to fix and establish uitimum 
prices. A committee waa chosen May 26, to prosenute 
all breachea of the regulations reported for the sale of 
said articles, in Princetoo. 

But a short time elapsed before the bene^^l resulta 
^ of the regulations established tlnroughout the Common- 
wealth, were defeated, by the fluctuations of the curren- 
cy unsustained by a metallic basis, which hnal^ depre- 
ciated to wortMessness* 

The year 1777, had scarcely commenced when a 
requisition was made for every seventh of the male in- ^ 
habitants, over 16 years of age, to complete the quota of 
Massacliusetts, in the coQtinental army to serve for eight 
months at least. At a meeting of the iahabkanta of 
Princeton, in March, it was voted to give twenty pouods 
to each man that would enlist in the continental array 
. for three years or during the war. 

In March each town was required to procure, and de« 
liver, shirts^ stockings, and other clotUaig iur iiie i\Ia»« 
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porrticw of one set to emtf mwm males orer 16 years of 

age of the population. Priacetoci supplied her propor* 
Uoot £os wbieh cotDpeMatiao was snbs^iieBtiy made. 

Aug. 9, foorteen men were drafted to join the Mrth- 
ern army three weeks under Gen. Lincoln. 

The inhabiUnta exprsssed their apprdbatkm of the 
artMesof conlederatien of the United States, and their 
determination to support the govermaent by their ut» 
GQOBi exertions. 

A eoQstittttion fbr the Btaio rep<»ted by a committee 
of the General Court, in December 1777, and approved 
hy that body in Janoary fisUowing, was sobmitted to the 
people in April, and approved by a very small majority* 
Of 37 votes givou in Princeton, twenty were in favor 
and seventeen opposed to acceptance* 

Several of the dliaens cf Prineeton were drafted^ 
under the resolve of June 12, 1778, for raising 180 men 
for an expedition to lihode Island. On the 2^ of June 
two were required, as ^piarde to the captured troops of 
General Burgoyne. Voted .£72, be granted for boun- 
ties to soldiers and the support of their families. Tiie 
town voted to obtain on loan the money necessary Ibr 
the payment of bounties. 

In 1770 severe distress was experienced, from the de> 
pKciatkm of the cnrreney, the exorbitant price Ibr the 

necessaries of life, and also the distrust of public credit. 
A convention assembled at Concord, by the invitation of 
fiflstottf July I4th, oomposed of delegates from all parts 
of tlie State, for the purpose of consulting on measures 
to give effect to the recommendations of Congress to the 
United States for the ?eKef o£ the people. PrIwelOB 
was represented by the committee of correspondence. 
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Prices were regulated by a moderate apprixal of tke 

value of articles of produce and merchandize; loans to 
government^ proviaioa for the support of the clergy, and 
attention to • schoola as the means of good ednoation^ 

were earnestly rccomraended. 

The towQ at a meeting August 6th, expressed cordial 
approbation of the proceedings of said convention* 

Thomas Parker was elected a delegate to attend a 
county couventiouy to be held at Worcester, on tiie llih 
of August, when a scale of prices was fixed, and resold 
tions adopted to adhere to and execute the regulations. 

The^same gentleman was deputed to attend the second 
State Convention, at Concord, Oct 13, where a more 
detailed regulation of prices was made, resolutions pass- 
ed, and an address framed^ not essentially difiereut from 
those of the former meeting. 

The town delegated seven men in addition to theoom* 
mittee of correspondence to carry the resolutions of the 
Convention into effect 

. Nine soldiers were raised Oct. 9, to join Gen. Wash- 
ington, at Claverick, on Hudson river ; and were sup* 
ported by the town, at a charge, in the aggregate of 
£450. 

In November the town voted to petition the General 
Court to refund one of the fines paid by the town .for 

a deficiency in raising their quota of men for the conti- 
nental army. 

The exertions of preceding years had almost eXi- 

hausted the money market, and means of the country. 
The diiiiculty of complying at the commencement of 
1780 with the increased requisitions for pablic defeneo 
was severely felt, and the burdens of the war rested with 
heavy pressure on the community. Yet strenuous effiorta 

/ 
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were made to lustfttii tlie army and meet the frequent 
demands of ibe goveroment. 

In conq»liaiice with a resolve of June 3Sd« twelve 
iMn were raised ibrthe Continental Array at Claverick. 

Provisions being needed for the army, Princeton pur- 
^ased beef according to resolve of Sept. S5| to the 
amount of iflBdM. At another timoi to the amount of 

e^'lGOO. The town obtained a loan also of .£15,000 to 
raise men for the army. At another time^ j^iSOS^ 

May 29th, the Bill of Rights and Frame of Govern- 
ttent were submitted to the people, and accepted by a 
large majority^ thirty-two in favor, five against 

The first elections under this constitution, ratified by 
the people, took place in September. The votes of 
PrhmCon were divided ; Hancook received 27, and Bow* 
doin 17 for Governor ; James Warren, 27 and Artemas 
Ward 17 for Leiut Governor. 

In 1781, the supplying of soldiers had become so di& 
ficnit, that they were only procured by exorbitant boun- 
ties, and the most zealous exertions. Hence for tiie en- 
conragemeat of aoldiers, the town, Jan. 17, Voted, 
that each soldier that shi^l enlist in the continental ser- 
vice for three years, or during the war, receive one hun- 
dred bard dollars, in the following manner, viz : twenty 
hard dollars, and twenty more in paper, at the exchange, 
viz : seventj-five for one to be paid before he marches ; 
thirty doUars to be paid in six months after marching ; 
and thirty more in one year after matching ; to be deliv- 
ered to the soldier in camp if required. Andatthe end 
of three years, each soldier shall receive twelve three- 
year old cattle, of a middling size, or current money 
equivalent to purchase said cattle. And each £uldi^ 

6* 
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shall receire the afereaud encoaragement only in pro* 
portion to the time he shall be in the service/' Security 
was given for said cattle. 

In March the sum of jfi3035 old currency was kmd 
to defray the expenses of the continental army. And 
in May following the selectmen reported^ as having paid 
to the war committee, at snndry times £19,979 : 13^: 9d : 
If. Subsequently ^9000 for beef, andi£7S4: lOs in 
money* for soldiers. 

The minute recital we have followed seemed neceraa- 
ry, as the only means of giving adequate idea of those 
municipal exertions whose merit has almost passed bom 
remembrance, in the triumphant results they aided to ac- 
complish. 

- % « The amoant of money nised by tlie inhabituiti for the aappovt of the 
wtr, was really Toiy gnat. Tlio depiociatloii of the papor CMmasy wmimtd 
the nominal amonnt of taxation ezceaalTO. Tbo tnie value of grants and ap- 
proprir^rioiis may bo estimated by reference to the subjoined scale. The figures 
indicate tlie number of dollars, in continentfil currency, equivalent to one 
hundred, in gold or silver. To April, 1780, the value was fixed as slated be- 
low, by theactof Massachuseus. From that date, it has been ascertained by 
tailing the average depreciation through the month. 





1777. 


1778. 


1779. 


1780. 






985 


74S 


9934 






350 


868 


3333 






m 


IWO 


373ft 






400 


1104 


4000 






400 


1S15 


5450 






400 


1342 


6650 






425 


1477 


6900 






450 


1030 


7000 






475 


1800 


7100 






:m 


2030 


7200 


Kovernber. . ... . 


. . .300 




2308 


7250 






(.34 


So95 


7400 



En 1781, one dollar of ^cie, was equal to 187 cents, in new emiaeiiNi Nlla^ 
from Feb. 97 to May 1 : to May 95 : 300 to June 15 : 400 lo Oct. 1. Aelow 
Iheee datea tbo doprociatlon approached total wotthleameaa. 

Tbo wliolo ozponaoi of the JUvointlonaiy war to tbo Btitfoi woMf in ^tpnc 
moB^ :*-|350,547«097 ; estimated in specie f 135,183^707." Lineoln^i Hia. of 
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The supplies and expenditures of the towns, were 
ckargdd to the Caramouwealth^ and allowed by the U- 
States. Bat they went only to discharge taxes and 
assessments, consequently, they were ia reality, uncom- 
pensated gratuities to the public* 

PrioceUm furnished a large proportion of her male 

populaLioii to the array of the Revolution The exact 

Aumbers in sefvice cannot be ascertained with cer- 
tainty.* 

The last doings of the town in reference to revolution 
matters, were the instructions given to Mr. Asa Whit- 
oombf Esq^t Repvesentati?e to the General Conrt in 
1783, which were as follows :— 

*^ As it is the undoubled right of all constituents to, 

instruct their Representative from time to time as they* 
shall see occasion ; we your free and independent elec- 
tors take this opportunity to claim and to exercise that 
right, and to transmit to you our sentiments upon two 
points, which we look upon to be of the utmost impor- 
tance at this juncture to the whole Continent i— 

Ist. We have observed with concern a late resolu- 
tion of Congress granting to the oihcers of the army five 
years pay upon the army^s being disbanded, which we 
apprehend is uuneoessary, impolitic and unjust— -a bur- 
den this people are unable to bear, and are unwflling to 
submit to^we recommend to you, therefore, to promote 
a strict inquiry into the power of Congress established 
by the confederation, and that you use your utmost en- 
4e«ms to eeenre the liberties of the people from ail 
arbitrary and uneonstitutioad stretches of authority; 

* * A docament foand inthv appendix eontalns an imperfKt account of Uie 
|MiaternlBMiAmiiriiedftttbt«xpewM of Uw iiowa. 
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and that you join in a reiMonatrance to CongrcM toacsb- 

ing the injustice of such a resolution and warmly solicit 
a repeal of it That the public luouies may be admia* 
istered with as much fri^^itf as poesiUa, and iiol be 
squandered away with prodigrdity and prolusion. 

^^2d. We fltricily eujoia it upoa you — that you do not 
uader any pretence whatever consent to the return ol 

those persons whose names are mentioned, m an act ot 
this State entitled * an act to prevent the return to this 
State of certain persons therein named) and others who 
have left this State, or either of the United States and 
joined the enemies thereof;' but that you use your 
influence to prevent their return^ as thej are the obiecis 
of popular jealousy and dislike — ^that the minds of the 
people be no longer agitated with repeated returns of 
the refugees.''* 

* Messrff- Mose^i Oill. Seulpy Mason, nm\ Jo<c[)h Sxrrrent, weie a commUtM 
Who repoii^d said iastruaioas— wiiicli were &iao adopted bjf tUe Cowo* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Imsurrectioii— Distress of the People — County Convention — Instruetions to 
Col, Sargent— Grievances— Courts suspended — Capt. Gale at the Court 
House— Court of Sessions Interrupted — Preparations of Government — 
Daniel Si)ay»— Forces of Insurgents — Insurgents oeetipy the Court House ; 
CoililllCati<m of the Insurgents— The Retreat— Gen. Lincoln's Aimy— 
TefmtiiatiMi of dio RebtlUon— Heniy Met. 

Scarcely were the struggles of the revolution over, 
and the smoke of its burning lost in a dear sky, before 
internal dissensions threatened the overthrow of the 
general governmeat. Difficulties presented. theniseU.es, 
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which, in their progress, brought the Commonwealth of 
llassachttsetts to the rery rerge of rain. 

We would refrain fron) an allusion to the insurrection 
known in History as the Shays* Rebellion could its ex- 
istence be eflhced from memory. But those events 
cannot be forgotten, since they stand with prominence 
upon the annals of the State. Neither is the Toice of 
tradition silent upon this subject. Historical truth, 
. however, not uafrequently checks and properly tempers 
the ferror of admiration which we sometimes experi- 
ence, when contemplating the patriotic exertions of our ^ 
ancestors. That there existed circumstances, whicJi 
palliated, though they did not justify « the conduct of 
those who rebelled against the government of their own 

enactment, is clearly evident/* ** After eight years ot" 
war, Masa&chuaettfl stood with the spieudor of triumph, 
in republican poverty, bankrupt in resources, with no 
revenue but of an expiring currency, and no metal In 
her treasury more precious than the continental copper, 
bearing the devices of union and freedom. The coun> 
try had been drained by taxation for the support of the 
arrny of independence, to the utmost limit of its means ; 
public credit was extinct, manners had become relaxed, 

trade dt^caycd, manufactures languiishing, paper money 
depreciated to worthiessness, claims on the nation accu- 
mulated by the commutation of the pay of officers for 

securities, and a heavy and increasing pressure of debt 
rested on the Commonwealth, corporations and citizens. 
The first reviving effi>rts of commerce overstocked the 
markets with foreign luxuries and superfluities, sold to 
those who trusted to the future to supply the ability of 
payment. The temporary act of 1782 making' property 
a tender in discharge of pecuniary contracts, instead of 
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the designed remedial effect, enhanced the evils of gen- 
eral insolvency, by the postponing collections. The 
outstanding demands of the royalists' refugees, who had 
been driven from Urge estates and extensive business^ 
enforced with no lenient forbearance, came in to in* 
crease the embarrassments of tiie deferred pay-day. At 
length a flood of suits broke out. In 1784, more than 
3000 actions were entered in the county of Worcester, 
then haviritr a popalution less Ilun 50.000, and in 1785, 
about 1700."* Property of every description was seized 
« and sold at great sacrifice, the general difficulties having 
driven away purchasers. 

Amid the great distress of the people, many were ex- 
cited to frenzy by the actnal evil of enormous debt, and 

by the supposed grievances of a defcGtive constitution, 
n corrupt administration, and unequal and unjust laws. 
It is not surprising that in such a state of affairs a reme* 
dy shonld be sought by resort to the roost unjustifiable 
measures. Previous to the close of the revolutionary 
war, there were some indications of uneasiness roani* 
fested, on the part of the people, in reference to some 
of the acts of the Legislature, as the operation of laws 
conflicted with their views of expediency and their in- 
terests. In 1782, however, the complaints ofgrievan* 
ces were of a more general character. As early as 
April of that year, a Convention was held at Worcester^ 
composed of delegates from twenty-six towns in the 
County. This Convention attributed the prevailing dis- 
satisfaction of the people to a want of confidence in the 
disbursement of the enormous sums of money annnally 
assessed, and recommended instructions to the represen- 
tatives in General Court, to require immediate settle- 

* S«e Lincoln's llistoiy of Worcaster, Cha|i. VIIL 
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OMiit wilh all pnblio officers en t imtcd whh the fands of 

the Commonwealth, lo reduce the compensation of the 
members of the House and the fees of lawyers, to pro* 
care seasionB of the Coart of Probate in Tarioos places 
in the County of Worcester, — thereVival of confessions 
of d^t, enlargement of the jurisdiction of Justices of 
Peace to ^30,— contribution to the support of the couf 
tinental army in specific articles instead of money, — and 
the settlement of accounts between Massachusetts and 
Congress. At an adjonmed session, May 14, the Con* 
vention recommended, that the account of public ex* 
penditures should annually be rendered to the towns * 
that the General Court be remoTed from Boston, a sepa* 
ration of the business of the Court of Common Pleas 
and Sessions, and also an inquiry into the grants of lands 
in the State of Maine in iieivor of Alexander Shepherd 
and others. Princeton was represented in this assem- 
blage by Lieut. Charles Brooks. 

Although these complaints were unnoticed by the Le- 
gislature, the qiirit of discontent was hushed and quieted 
for a season. But the murmurs of the corning storm 
were again heard here in August, 1766. On receipt of 
the invitation of a Convention holden at Leicester, June 
26, requesting the participation of the town, at an ad- 
journed meeting, to be held in the mouth of August, at 
the same place* 

The inhabitants determined^ by a great majority, to 
c(»nply ; and accordingly elected CoL Sargent a dele* 
gate, with the following instructions : — 

As the safety and happiness of a people depend upon 
the support of GoTernraent and good and wholesome 

Laws are to be euacted by the Legislature for that pur» 
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poae, and that do people or body of men oan be aafe 

without it, — and that justice ought to be adnriniilerBd 

in a way least expensive to the people — it is therefore 
the sense of this town at this day of public distress that 
the number, and aalartes of pnblie officers ought to be 

reduced, — and that in our opinion Government might 
be supported at a less expense than it is at present,— 
and that the granting moneys from time to tiuM to per- 
sons employed in the public service, other than amply 
to reward them for their service, is oppressive, and ought 
not to be done under any pretence whatever ; that it is 
the sense of this town that petitions be sent to His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, by the people of this Common* 
wealthy praying him to call the General Assembly to- 
gether as soon as may be, to take under consideration 
the distresses of the good people of this Commonwealthy 
that some measures may be taken for their relief, par« 

ticularly that industry and manufactures may bo en* 
couraged, and supertluitiee ns much as possible be avoid- 
ed. And it is the sense of this town that the making K 
paper currency will, instead of granting relief, involve 
us in confusion, and that it he recommended to the good 
people, to cultivate a benevolent temper, and disposition 

towards tbeir fellow mortals at this day of distress, and 
those that are strong, bear the infirmities of the weak*'' 

In addition to the grievances referred to in the previ- 
ous Conventions, the following were enumerated at this 
in Leicester :— ^abuses in the practice of the law ; the 
number and salaries of public oflcers ; grants to the At- 
torney General and to Congress while the State accounts 
remained unpaid, together with some others. 

To this period the people had sought redress by the 
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eonstitiUioDal appeal to the Legislature. The first open 
aotof mBarrection followed immediately after the cloie of 
the Conyeation last named. The September following, 
Capt. Adam Wheeler^ of Hubbardston^ beading a baud 
of eighty armed men, entered Worcester and took pos- 
session of the Court House. Their numbers were soon 
augmented to more than four hundred ; half with fire- 
arms, and the remainder furnished with sticks/' The 
Coloneb in the brigade were ordered on the part of gov- 
ernment to call out their regiments, and march, witiiout 
a moment's delay, to sustain the judicial tribunals ; but 
the order was unavailing, for the militia shared in the 
disa&ction, and generally favored those movements of 
the peeple directed against civil government, and tending 
to the subversion of social order. Hence the Court 
Ending that no reliance could be placed on that right 
arm, on which the government rested for defence — it be- 
ing paralyzed, and of consequence entertaining no hope 
of being permitted to proceed with business, adjourned 
antil December following, continuing all causes to 
that term. Announcement was made by the sheriff to 
the people, and a copy of the record communicated. — 
The Court of Sessions also considering their deliber* 
ations controlled by the mob, of insurgents-pv-or Regu- * 
lators as they styled themselves, — deemed it expedient to 
iQiitate the example of the superior tribunal and there- 
fore adjonrned to the 21st of November. 3^fore niglit 
dosed down on tlie day in which the courts were sus- 
pended, the Regulators, elated with their partial success 
returned home to foment greater commotions ; and thus 
terminated the first inter terencc of the citizens in arms 
with the course of justice.'' 
The success of the insurgents had an unfavorable ii|y 
6 
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Iluenoe on the state of feeling in Princeton. Other por* 
tions of the State also caught the spirit of discontent. 
As the lime approached for the silting of the Sessions^ 
whose jurisdiction was principally over criminal offences, 
and its powers exercised for the preservation of social 
order, no opposition bad been anticipated, and conse- 
quently no defensive preparations on the part of the 
govern Lueat had been made. In the meantime, however , 
the disaffected had been active in their preparations to 
interrupt the Sessions on the 21st of November ; and on 
that day Capt. Abraham Gale, of this town, entered the 
north part of Worcester with abont sixty armed men.— • 
The day. following their numbers were augmented lo 
more than two hundred, mostly from Shrewsbury and 
HubbardstoQ. A petition was presented to the Court, 
at the United States Arms' Tavern, by a committee 
chosen for that purpose, for their adjournment until a 
new election of representatives to the General Gour|,<«-» 
The petition, however, was not entrained. 

The men under Capt. Gale then took posession of the 
ground around the Court House, which they guarded in 
a martial form; and sentinels were posted along the 
front of the building. ^* When the Justices approached, 
the armed men made way» and they passed through the 
opening ranks to the steps. There, triple roifw of bayo* 
nets presented to their breasts, opposed further advance. 
The Sheriff, Col. William Greenleaf, of Lancaster, ad- 
dressed the assembled crowdi stating th^4anger to them* 
selves and the public from their lawless measures, — - 
Reasoning and warning were inefFectual, and the proc* 
lamation in the riot act was read for their dispersion.— 
Amid the grave solemnity of the scene, some incidents 
w^e interposed of lighter charapter. Col, Gfeenleaf 
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remarked, with great severity, on the Conduct of the 
armed party aroaad htm. One of the leaden replied, 
they sought relief from grievances ; that among the 
most intolerable of them was the Sheiiti himself; and 
next to his person were his fees, which were exhorbitant 
and excessive, particularly on criminal executions. 'If 
you consider fees for executions oppressive/ replied the 
Sheriff, irritated by the attack, * yoa need not wait long 
for redress ; for I will hang you all, Gentlemen, for noth- 
ing, with the greatest pleasure.' Some hand among the 
crowd, which pressed close, placed a pine branch on his 
hat, and the county officer retired, widi the Justices, dec* 
orated with the evergreen badge of rebellion. The 
clerk entered on his records, that the Court, was pre* 
vented from being held by an armed force, the only no* 
tice contained on their pages that our soil has ever been 
dishonored by resistance of the laws,'' * 

To this period government had resorted only to leni- 
ent measures, hoping that these might have been suffi- 
cient to have induced her revolted subjects to lay down 
the arms assumed under strong excitement, and that re- 
viving order would rise from the confusion. But the 
insurgents, animated with their temporary success, and 
mistaking the mildness of forbearance for weakness, or 
fear, had extended their purposes from present relief to 
permanent change. In their early movements they pro- 
fessed to have but one object in view, — to stop the flood 
of executions which wasted their property and made 
their homes desolate. Consequently, a large portion of 
the community, though they condemned the measures 
resorted to by the actors in the scenes we have describ- 
ed, sympathized in their sufferings, and therefore they 
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were disposed to consider the offences venial. But on 
this renewal of the 21st of November, of opposition to 

the administration of justice, the sympathizers with the 
insurgents, were materially lessened. Defiance of the 
authority of the Commonwealth could no longer be tol- 
erated, without demolishing her institutions. 

The crisis had fully arrived when government was 
compelled to appeal to the sword for preservation, even 
though its destroying edge, turned on the citizen, might 
be crimsoned with civil slaughter* Information was 
ebmmunicated to the chief magistrate of the extensive 

levies of troops for the suppression of the judiciary, and 
the coercion of the legislature. Great preparations were 
being made to prevent the session of the Court of Com* 
monPleas, in Worcester, in December fullou iu^.** The 
Governor^ with the advice and consent of his council^ 
in tBe meantime had determined to adopt vigorous 
measures to restrain the Regulators. Orders were dis- 
patched to Maj. General Warren, to call out the militia 
of division, and^five regiments were directed to hold 
themselves in readiness to march without a moment''s 
delay. But in this hour of utmost need, the troops 
shared in the disaflSsction, and the Sheriff reported that 
it was out of his power to muster a sufficient force. The 
first instructions were therefore revoked. And it was 
resolved to make a desperate eflfort to raise an army 
whose power might effectually crush all resistance. At 
the same time, the Judges were instructed to adjourn the 
Court until the 23rd of January following, at which 
time it was confidently expected that the contemplated 
arrangements, could be matured to terminate the unhap- 
py agitation^ and disturbances. 

* Gov. Bowdoln* 
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Thm umtgeatB, mappriml of the ehange of oper* 

ations, began to concentrate their whole strength to in- 
terrupt the Courts at Worcester and Goacord. Tliey 
bad fixed on Sbrewabary aa the place of reodezvou8.~ 

On the 29 ih of November, a party of forty from Bar re, 
Spencer, and Leicester, joined Capt. Wheeler^ who had 
eatabhihed kia liead qaartera in that town daring the 
preceding week and succeeded in enlisting about thirty 
men. Daniel Shays, the reputed commander-in-chief, 
and nominal head of the rebellion, made hia first public 
appearance in the County* soon after, with troops from 
Hampebire. Reiuforcements came in, till the number 
at the poet exceeded four hundred. Sentinels stopped 
and ezamiiied travelers, and patrols were sent out to- 
wards Concord, Cambridge, and Worcester. On 
TbuTsdayy Nov. dO, information was received that the 
Light Horse, under Col. Hitchboni, had captured Shat- 
tuci^, Parker and Paige, and that a detaohtnent of cavalry 
was marching against themselves. This intelligence 
disconcerted their arrangements for an expedition into 
Middlesex, and they retreated, in great alarm to Hoi* 
den." As the Light Horse retired, it was discovered 
that they did not exceed twenty. Learning this fact, 
nearly one hundred of Shay's men rallied, and j)ursued 
their ibe whose velocity of movement was such that it 
left no cause to fear they could be brourrht in conflict. 

On arriving^ at Shrewsbury consultation was held as 
to the«expedieacy of marching to Worcester, and take 
possession of the ground around the Court House for 
an encampment. It was however cunsidei'ed, in view 
of their being destitute of clothing, food, and money, 
impracticable to maintain themselves there, and en Sat- 
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■ 

urday they marched to one of the neighhoring towns, 

and went into quarters with soKie that sympathized 
with them in their movements. Shays himself, with his 
men, retired to the barracks in Rutland^ leaving orders 
for the difTerent detachments to assemble in Worcester 
on Monday following. 

On Sunday evening, a body of troops entered Wor* 
cester, under the command of Captains Abraham Gale 
of this town, and Wheeler of Hubbardston,and others. 
Halting before the Court HousCi they placed a strmg 
guard around the building, and posted sentinels on all 
the streets and avenues of the town. Those who were 
not on duty, having obtained the keyes by some means, 
entered the Court House, and rdiing themselves in their 
blankets, rested on their arms on the floor of the Court 
room. The day following the military strength of Wor- 
cester rallied under Capt. Joel Howe to the support of 
government. Fortunately, however, the insurgents were 
not prepared to stain their cause by civil war. *^ As the 
evening closed in, one of the most furious snow storms 
of a severe winter commenced. One division of the in- 
surgents occupied the Court House; another sought 
shelter at the Hancock Arms. The sentinels, chilled 
by the tempest, and imagining themselves secured by its 
violence from attack, joined their comrades around the 
fire of the guard room.'^ The increasing fury of the 
storm, and the almost impassable condition of the road 
did not prevent the arrival of many from different towns 
in the vicinity of Worcester, on Tuesday, augmenting 
the numerical force of the discontented subjects of gov- 
ernment to about five hundred. The Court of Common 
Fleas was opened according to adjournment at the Son 
Tavern. But in conformity with the instructions of 
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Gov. Bowdoin and the Council, it adjourned, without at- 
tempting to transact business^ to the 23rd of January, 
1787. 

** On Tuesday evening, a council of war was con^ cncd, 
and it was seriously determined to march to Boston, and 
effect the liberation of the State prisoners, as soon as 
sufficient strength could be collected. In anticipation 
of attack, the Governor gathered the means of defence 
arottnd the ii(ietro|po]i& Guards were mounted at the 
prison and at the entrances of the city ; alarm posts were 
assigned, and Major General Brooiis held the militia of 
Middlesex contiguoas to the road in readiness for action, 
and watched the force at Worcester." 

On Wednesday, Dec. 6, Shays and his aid, mounted 
on white horses entered Worcester. About 800 troops 
formed the army of the insurgents. In this force were 
several soldiers from Princeton. The foiiowing day, 
Thursday, was spent by committees from several towns 
in the coonty, with Shays and his officers, in consulting 
as to their future operations. Their deliberations were 
exceedingly perplexing and contradictory. The weather 
had been so inclement, that large parties that were ex* 
pected from Berkshire and Hampshire were prevented 
from arriving. It was finally resolved in view of the im-^ 
possibility of retaining the soldiers who had assembled 
without subsistence or stores, to abandon the contempla- 
ted attack on Boston, and more pacihc measures were 
adopted. A petition was prepared for circulation, re- 
monstrating against the suspension of the habeas cor- 
pus ; requesting the pardon and release of the prison* 
era — a new act of amnesty ; and the adjournment of 
courts until the session of ihe new Legislature in May ; 
lind expressing their willingness to lay down their arms 
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OD complianee with these demattds. The following day 

was also spent in consultation. Being apprised that pub- 
lic seatimeut was setting against them with strong reac* 
tioD» letters were eommaiiicated to each town of Worees* 

ter County, soliciting the citizens to unite in their peti- 
tions. 

On Saturday, aboat 13 o'clock ML, the iosargentB ia 

Worcester were dismissed, and as another snow storm 
bad commenced early in the mornigg, they were com* 
pelted to wade through the drifting snows on their home- 
ward march. ** The condition," says Lincoln, in his 
History of Worcester, of these deluded men during 
their stay here, was such as to excite compassion rather 
than fear. Destitute of almost every necessary of life, 
in an incleraeut season, without money to purchase the 
food which their friends could not supply, unwdcome 
guests in the quarters they occupied, pride restrained 
the exposure of their wants. Many most have endured 
the gnawings of hunger in our streets ; yet standing with 
arms in their hands, enduring privations in the midst of 
plenty, they took nothing hy force, and they passed on 
no man's rights hy violence ; some declared they had not 
tasted bread for twenty four hours ; all who made known 
« their situation, were relieved hy our citizens with Uberai 
charity. 

The forlorn condition of the insurgents was deepened 

by the distresses of their retreat. Their course was amid 
the wildest revelry of storm and wind, in a night of 
intense cold. Some were frozen to death by the way ; — 
others exhausted with struggling through the deep and 
drifted snow, sank down, and would have perished but 
for the aid of their stouter comrades ; when relief was 
sought among the farm houses, every door was opened 



Digitized by 



BBTABAT OP THE INflUEG^BNTS* 65 

at the call of misery, and the wrongs done by the rebel 
were forgotten in tbe sufferings of him who claimed hot- 
pitality as a stranger." 

Shays conducted the remnant of his forces to Spring- 
field, and on tlie 36tli of December interrupted the Court 
of Common Pleas in that town. Intelligence being re- 
ceived of active exertions to prevent the session at Wor- 
cester on the 23d of January, vigorous measures were 
adopted to sustain judiciary. The OoTerncr called 
upon the militia of Boston and vicinity to mnrcii uiidcr 
the command of General Benjamin Lincoln, and to force 
the insurgents to surrender. An army of more than 
i>O00 men w as raised for thirty days. 

On the 21st of January, Gen. Lincoln with his force 
took up their line of march from Roxbury, and arrived 
at Worcester the following day. Detachments of in- 
surgents were collected in Princeton and some of the 
neighboring towns, but, intimidated by the military, did 
not attempt to enter Worcester, and the courts proceed* 
ed, without being resisted. On the 25th of January, 
Oen. Lincoln hastened to Springfield for the relief of 
Sbepard and of the arsenal at that place, invested by 
Shays and his force, Major General Warner being left at 
Worcester in command, with a regiment of infantry and 
a corps of artillery. 

'* Information having been given that a body of about 
two hundred insurgents had assembled at New Brain* 
tree, intercepting travelers and insult! n^r the friends of 
government, twenty horsemen, supported by about 150 
infantry in sleighs, were sent out, on the night of the 2d 
of February, to capture or disperse thedtsaffected. Up- 
on approaching the place of their destination, the caval- 
ry were ordered to advance at full speed to surprise the 
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enemy. The insurgents^ apprised of the expedition, had 
abandoned their qaarters, at the bouse of Micah Hamil- 
ton, and taken post behind the walla of the roadside, and 
having fired a volley of musketry upon the detatcbment^ 
fled to the woods ; Mr. Jonathan Rice of Worcester^ a 
Deputy Sheriff, was shot through the arm and hand ; 
Doct. David Young was severely wounded in the knee j 
the bridle rein of Theopilus Wheeler, Esq.^ wascnt by a 
ball. Without halting, the soldiers rapidly pursued their 
way to the deserted head quarters, where they liberated 
Messrs. Samuel Flaggy and John Stanton, of Worcester, 
who had been seized the day previous while transacting 
private business at Leicester. Having dispersed those 
who occupied the barracks at Rutland the next day, the 
companies returned with four prisoners.'' 

Shays retired to Petersham, where he expected to con- 
centrate the forces of expiring rebellion and make his 
final stand. But the spirit animating the first movements 
had grown cold, and Shays with his soldiers were doubt- 
less sensible that the cause had become gloomy and hope^ 
less. The insurgents dispersed and were never again 
collected in force. How many of the citizens of Prince- 
ton» bore arms with Shays^ we are unable to say. At 
one time during the insurrection, Princeton assumed the 
appearance of a ;^^arrison town. The citizens answered 
to the frequent ciialiengesof military guards ; the travel- 
er was admonbhed to stay his steps by the voice and j 
bayonet of the soldier. Once a funeral procession was ( 
opposed cn its way to the burial ground. Sentmels were 
posted near the bouse of Col. Sargent.*^ 

The rebellion having terminated, the infliction of 
some punishment for the highest political crime was 

* Wbteta Hiyor Jotepb A. Eoad now iMidei. 
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daened advisable. SerertI of IhoM who ba^ boon in 

arms against the government, were brought to trial and 
convicted of treason, and sentenced to death. Amoag 
that namber was Henry Gale* of Princetoo, who was 
sentenced to be executed on the 23rd of June, 1787.— 
The day having arrived he was accordingly led out to 
the gallowSy erected on the Common at WorceBtar, with 
all the solemn ceremony of such exhibitions. A re- 
prieve was however read to him while on the gallows, 
and Bubseqnemly a full pardon was given. The ctem 
ency of government was ultimately extended to all who 
had been involved in the disaffection^ upon taking the 
oath of allegiance to the Commonwealth^ after some 
temporary civil disqualifications. Peace was again re* 
stored to the Commonwealth.! 
« Tb6 Uouic aMignedMllr. Gtle^i eoiiiiMl» Ltvl linedla, mb. ibS Swum 

t Free w^e has been mad* ot LiiMoiii*! Hiatny oC Worpeiter in tiu» aotice 

of Silas's BebeUioA. 



CHAPTER V. 

Political flii^tpn — Adoption of the National Constitution— Funeral Hmior^t'^ 
Waslniiglou — Eiobargo — Petitions to President Jefferson, and to Uie Le- 
gislature of MassacbusetUj— Opposition to the War with Bngland — Reso* 
luUons— Fint Town Rouse— Beoe&ctUHU of Mr* Boy]iloii--AdopCkNi of 
AniimdiiiontB to1k$BmtO«iMattmkin^T^ W ir 
Tbwn Hotti> Pgopoied Divliioii of Ibo OniiiI|<— Incidentt in lioeal 

We have arrived to that periody in the progress of oar 

narrative, in which the events of the past are very close- 
ly connected with the feeliogs of the present Some 
particulars of the history of the last sixty years, insulap 

fed iron) 4i^Psion3 whicii liaye Ipa^ been (quieted aQ4 
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which it if not desirable now to recall to reoolledioD^ 
are scattered through the space remaining to be tracers* 

eji. During the political controversies wiiich for many 
years divided public opinion in the United States, ado* 
cided.majority of the inhabitants of Princeton were firm 
supporters of the Federalists, when the name marked 
well-defined distinctions of principles. The leading 
men of the town were ardent politicians, and there were 
periods of excitement when diversity of sentiment im- 
paired the harmony of social intercourse, separated 
those closely allied by the ties of kindred, and dissolved 
the bonds of friendship.* A majority of the laliabitants 
were early in favor of a protective tariif. This is evi* 
dent from the following instructions given to Hon. Moses 
Gill, representative to the General Court in 1787.t 

That you use your influence^ that the Produce and 
Manufactures of this Commonwealth, may be more e& 
fectually encouraged by laying duties on those of for- 
eign countries, and granting premiums on our own,— 
and that foreign superfluities may be prohibited, and also 
the exportation of wool and flax.*' 

Timothy fuller was chosen to represent the town in 
a Convention holden in Boston, in 1787, when the pres* 
ent National Constitution was proposed for adoption.— 
He however voted against it, notwithstanding a majority 
of the town were in &vor of its adoption. 

The citizens of Princeton joined in the national hon- 
ors paid to the memory of Washington, Feb. 22, 1800, 
the anniversary of the birth of the father of his country* 
A great concurse of inhabitants assembled in the churchy 

* Tradition says that one man oideMd his iOB to leavo iu» iiouBe, for folUs- 

ing to vote the Whig ticket. 

fThe state of political sentiment will be sufficiently indicated by the ligtof 
med for executive officers in successive jreara^ piiiced in ttie appenUix, 
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which was hung with black and with emblems of moura- 
iag. An appropriate eulogy was delivered by the Rer, 
Joaeph Rmseli on the virtaes of the departed aoldiff « 
statesman and patriot. 

In August, 1808, the Selectmen of Boston, transmit* 
ted a petition, adopted by the iDhabitants of that place* 
addreeaed to the Preatdent of the United States, praying 
the suspension of the Embargo laws ; or, if doubt ex- 
iated of the competency of the Ezecntive for affording 
valief firom meaanree that pressed heavily on eommeree, 
requesting that Congress might be con vened for the pur* 
poee of taking the subject into conaideralion. The com* 
aanntcation was accompanied with an inTttation to call 
a town meeting to obtain concurrence in the sentiment 
expresaed in the petition, from the capitaL The muni* 
cipal officers complied with the proposition ; and, at a 
meeting of the citizens on the oth of September, a com- 
mittee consisting of three persons* was chosen, and in* 
atructed to prepare and submit to the town a petition in 
conformity to the sentiments expressed by the citizens 
of Boston* At an adjournment of the meeting said 
committee presented the following petiticm, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

'*To the Fresidemt the United J^ates 

"The inhabitants of the town of Princeton, in the 
eoonty of Worcester and Coornionwealtb of Massachuo 
setts, in town meeting legally assembled, upon the fifth 
day of September, 1808, beg leave, respectfully to rep- 
resent that they feel themselves deeply interested in 
whatever ^ends to promote and secure the general pros- 
perity of the United States ; and could they believe that 

• WiUiam Dodd, Dn, ?Brk«r, Ctft 8tsiatos« 

7 
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ttie existing laws recently enacted restraining the com* 
mercial enterprize of our country were inevitably neees- 
Mtry ta affect this desirable object, they would eheerfiif* 

ly submit to the unparalleled losses and inconveniences 
which result from the enforcement of them; but we 
would humbly suggest, that however flattering in expeo* 
tation the effects of their restraints may hare been, yet 
such has been our distresses, such our embarrassments, 
and so great and unexpected has been the change in 
Europe, that nothing salulary can be expected from their 
longer continuance— considering the present crisis the 
most fhvorable opportunity for obtaining a remuneration 
for the losses we have already sustained, and ii properly 
improved, for rescuing us from further distress and em* 
barrassmenty We do respectfully pray that the Embargo 
in whole or in part may be siLspeiided according to the 
powers vested in the President by the Congress of the 
United States, — and if any doubt should exist of the com- 
petency of those powers, we would humbly request tlmt 
Congress may be convened as early as possible for the 
purpose of taking the subject into their consideration." 

This petition was signed by the Seleclmen of the 
town, and forwarded to President Jefferson. In Febru- 
ary, 1808, a committe* was elected by the town to draft 

a petition, on the same subject, to he presented to the 
Legislature of Massachusetts at its forthcoming session. 
They reported the following, which expressed the aoan- 
imous sentim^ts of the town at that time : 

*' To the Senate and the Hon, Mouse of Representative^ 
qf the Commampealih of Mamuhtmtta now in aeMum» 

We the inhabitants of the town of Princeton, in lor 

* BbeMser Puikw, JoMph 8MqgODt» Simuel StiattOD, Art«iiiM Stow, Bpif- 
mimW|lioi|. 
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*gal town meeting assembled beg leave to represent >-i>» 
That being ardently attached to the civil coNSTiTUTfim 
under which an indulgent Providence has placed us, and 
feeling alive to the interests and prosperity of cur be* 
lored eountr J, we have viewed with painful anxiety m4 
alarm, some of the recent measures of our national Gov)- 
ernment. The several acts passed the last session of 
Congress laying an unlimited embargo upon all com* 
neree l>oth foreign and domestic, appears to your me- 
morialists fraught with ruin to our country and not jus- 
tified or required by the state of our foreign relations, 
eo far as they have been made known to the publio* 
We did indulge the hope that at the commencement of 
Ihe present session. Congress would have heard the nu- 
merous petitions respectfully addressed to them^-^and 
also finding that it would require a great part of the mil- 
itary force of the country to enforce those oppressive 
laws and therefore would have unanimously repealed 
them. Bat with extreme regret we have beheld the ma» 
jority in both Houses of Congress, in opposition to the 
most powerful arguments and remonstrances of old Sev* 
oJutioriary Patriots and experienced Statesmen, and in- 
deed of several who had been inwardly led to favor their 
system at the last session not only persisting in their for- 
mer measures, but enacting laws to enforce them, which 
have a still more alarming aspect, — particularly the law 
passed on the 9th day of January last to enforce the for* 
raer embarcro laws, appears to us contrary to the spirit if 
not the letter of the Constitution, inconsistent with the 
principles of a Bepublican Government, and calculated 
to provoke riot and insurrection to the jeopardy of Na- 
tional existence. Under these impressions we cannot 
look forward without the most painful anxiety. Appre- 
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iMtnliDg from the past that our feehle voice would be 
dimgmrded in the general goTernment, and reposing 
eonfidence in your wisdom and zeal for the public good, 
and it is with pleasure we hear the resolves of the Sen* 
ale'oftbii state, stating ' that a suitable remonstrance 
(will) be prepared and immediately forwarded to the 
Congress of the United States expressing their opinion^ 
&e./ Such proceedings will receive the sanction and 
approbation of yoor memorialists, or any other measure 
your prudence and patriotism may dictate for securing 
to m» emmmmi comtrp its Omstiiuiian, its Libert j^, and 
ii9 Prosperity ; and we hereby pledge ourselves to sup^ 
port with our lives and property all such constitutional 
0md prudent measures for ike attainment of these tsi> 
portant eibfeets^ as your wisdom may approved* 

On the Declaration of War with England, in 1812, 

an Act of Congress authorized the President to require 
the Executives of the several States and Territories, to 
take effectual measures to arm, organise, and hold in 
readiness to march at a minute^s warning, their respect* 
ive proportions of 100,000 militia. Massachusetts was 
called on to furnish men for the fortresses on the mari- 
time frontier. The Governor, however, declined com- 
plying with the requisitions, on the ground of constitu- 
tional objections ; and the troops of the State were not 
called to the field of battle. The town assembled on 
the IGth of August and referred the subject to a com- 
mittee,^ who presented an elaborate report at the ad- 
journment. After commenting on the violation of rights 
and the numerous insults and injuries this country had 
sustained, for a series of years, from the United King* 

* Tlie Committee were Eev. James Murdocb, Capt* Ammas How, CapU 
8«maal Stntton, Dc WilaoD« Mr. Bullock. 
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doms of Great Britain^ and Ireland, and iu depeadan* 
ctm, tkey^taite thek objections to tbe Wafi and the sup- 
posed insufficiency of the reasons alleged. 

At the same time the town unaaiinously adopted the 
following Preamble and ilesoliitionSy which contain tha 
aenliments expressed in the Saport of the Commillae 

The iahabitaAts of the town of Princetoo legally 
assembled in town meeting, deeply and sensibly feeliof 

the effects oi <the existing and peodmg caiiituiUes of the 
present crisis, of our Nauonal and Foreign relations have 
with every other class of citizens of a free Republic, on 

this as well ae on all important occasions, a right to as- 
semble and ejLpress, without fear or restraint, our opiniona 
of the measures of the General as well as State Govern* 
rnent, — and the present moineiUous and alarming situa- 
tion of our Country, demands a firm^ energetic and uue- 
quivocal ^pressbn of oar feelings : 

*' Kcsolvcd, That we view with the most painful ap- 
prehensions, the late Act of Congress, declaring war 
ngainst the United Kingdoms of Great Britain, Ireland 
and their dependencies ; anJ the threatening prospect 
of an aliiaoce with that belligerent whose agressions have 
been so enormous^ and whose depredations were first and 
far more extensively committed on oar neutral rights. 

Resolved, That we feel deeply sensible of our ob- 
ligations to maintain and support with patriotic fidelity, 
the laws enacted by a Government elected by the peo- 
pie, but from any disclosures which our government 
Jmuvo made, the present crisis does not in our opinion, 
sanction an expedient of snch distressing tendency. 

** Resolved, That we have viewed with deep regret 
aod concern, the ruinnoos situation of eur commerce, bo 
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inseparably connected with our agricultural and meehan* 
ical iateresU ; and as the anticipation of lome q>eedjr^ 
alleviation has been the ground of our acqaiescence for 
years, in the many restrictions to which this ?ital interest 
of the Nation has been subject^ we feel compeUed^ while 
we view the fatal blow now struck, to express our entire 
disapprobation and abhorrence of the measured 

Aeaohredf That we aj^mpathiae with Ui^ poition of 
our fellow citizens who are sufiering under the acts of 
our own government, prohibiting them from collecting 
and rescuing their property from foreign ports, where it 
is now liable to oonfisci^OD^ and abhor that fatal policy, 
which led the government, notwithstanding repeated and 
humble supplications from the suffering citizens, parti* 
naciouriy to continue their restrictions, regardless of the 
destructive tendency ofbuch measures not only to the 
unhappy individuals, but to the commercial interests of 
the Country and the subversion of the future confidence 
of coinraercial men in the government* 

Resolved, That the measares which have been 
adopted by our administratien, are repugnant to our 
feelings, injurious to our interests, and hopeless in re- 
sult to our country, and that we will use all honorable 
means afforded by our eieeti've franchise to produce a 
change of rulers, as the only means to produce a radical 
change of measures. 

Resolved, That we admire and reverenee that wuie 
and excellent Constitution of our country, purchased and 
established with so much suffering and blood,-— and with 
erery thing dear to us, as men and citizens we will de» 
fend our Constitution and country against every hostile 
attempt to invade the principles of the one, or the rights 
and territories of the other. 
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Resolf ed, Tliat we higMjr appfore of the wise, digi* 

• fiified and patriotic conduct of the Governor and House 
of Kepreseatatives of this Commoaweqith, relative to tbe 
present darmiDg crisis of o«r Natiooal affairs, and thai 
we will use our exertions to give effect to their recom- 
inendatioDs^ and to obtain for such statesmen and patriots 
4he universal confidence and support of our countrymen.'^ 

These Kesolres were directed to be signed by the 

Moderator and attested by the Town Clerk, entered on 
. record, and acoj^jr furnished for publication^ in socne of 
abe public journals, 

PreTious to 1816 there was no Town House in Prinoe- 
tott. On the 18th day oC August of that year, it was vo- 
ted to call the Central School House, Town House,— 
During tbe long period interfeniag between 1759, wfaes 
Princeton was incorporated as a District, and 1816, the 
citizens met to transact their municipal business, first in 
a dwelling house, then in a echodbottse^ afid eubsequenW 
ly in the meeting house* 

In 1818, Ward Nicholas Boylston, Esq., devised to 
the town of Princeton, two lots of land as a parsonage 
estate, on the condition that *^ the same doctrines and 
principles of faith and practice be preached as are now 
preached and taught by their present Pastor*'^ In case 
they were destitute of a settled ministry for six monthe^ 
the rents or produce of said estate was to go to the wid- 
ow and children of the deceased Pastor, if there were 
any ; if the pulpit was vacated a year the same to he 
paid to the Selectmen of the town of West Boylston. 
In addition to this, 9500 wwe gi?en to them to lie as an 
accumulating fund, under certain coDdiUoos^ uiUil it 

* JUt. Sumwl Clad;, UiUtttia& in lemiiiiaiil. 
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should be sufficient to build a haodsome aad suitable 
Hall, of one story high for the use of the inhabitants to 

transnct. ihe Miiiiiicipal concerns of the town in iheir cor»- 
porate capacity, or for the accommodalioii of the Cou* 
grcgatioaal Church, when the severity of the season maj 
make it [uoro coriveiuent for lliem." By his last will lie 
also left them at his death, $500, the interest of which, 
after a certain amount is accumulated, is to be applied 
lo the support ofCongregational preaching. Also 8500 
after a certain time, is to be applied to the support of 
poor widows and orphans. AH of the above benefactions 
were accepted by the town.* 

Ward Nicholas Ijoyl:5ton, Esq., was elected Oct. 6, 
1820, Delegate to the Convention which was convened 
at Boston in November, of that year, for the amendment 
of the State Constitution. Of the articles adopted by 
this body, Nov* 15, and submitted to the people^ nine 
were approved and adopted April 9, 1831. The inhabi* 
tants of Princeton concurred iu the adoption of the Con- 
stitution as amended. 

The Amendment numbered as the 10th in the Re- 
vised Statutes, dianging the coMiaiencement of the po- 
litical year from the last Wednesday of May, to the first 
Wednesday of January, ^opted by the Legislature of 
1829-30 and 1830-31, was accepted by the people, May 
11, 1831. The vote of Princeton stood 54 for, 23 against* 

The Amendment numbered eleven in the volume re- 
ferred to, modifying and altering the third article of the 
Bill of Eights, having passed the Legislatures of 1832 
and 1633, was accepted by Ihe citizens Nov. 11, 1833 
Eighty-five v otes were given by the inhabitants of Prince- 
ton in the aiSirmative, only one in the negative. 

^Theae beneftctioai are now supposed, bowovtr, to been forfeiteU hf 
iiietowii. 
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Between Princeton, Westmioster, the south west cor* 
ner of Leoininatery and the northwest corner of Sterlings 
a tract of land intervened, called No Town, beyond 
the jurisdiction of either municipality. The owners and 
inbabitaAts of ibis territory, or a part of it, petitioiied to 
be annexed to Princeton. The petitioners and their 
estates were united to this town in 1838, by the following 
▲ct of the General Court 

*'Aa act to annex a part of No Town to the town of 
Princeton. 

** Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Rqpre* 
tentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the otf* 
ihanty ihe same m$ fellmssi 

** Sec. 1. A!! that part of the tinincorporated landsof 
No Town, in the County of Worcester, which is inclu- 
ded within the following bounds, viz : beginning at ^ 
stake and atones, on the line between No Town and 
Leominster, it beiag the northeast corner of a lot of land 
in No Town, belonging to John Whitney, rmning on 
eaid lineeoQth tfairt3F-three degrees west, two bandred 
and ninety-seven rods, to a stone monument, it being the 
southeast corner of No Town, the southwest corner of 
Leominster, the northwest corner of Sterling, and the 
nortlieast corner of Princeton ; thence north, fifty-two 
degrees and thirty minutes west, on the line betweea 
No Town andPrinoeton, eight hundred and thirty rodst 
to a stone monument in the line of the town of West* 
minster, it being the southwest corner of No Town, and 
the northwest comer of Princeton ; thence north, fifty* 
two degrees and thirty minutes east, on the line between 
No Town and Westminster, two hundred and twenty* 
fear rods, to a larg'e rock, in an angle in the last nwn« 
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tioned line ; theace south sixty. eight degrees and twelve 
Diioutes east forty-four rods^ to a stake and stonesi bjr 
laad of Mr. Osgood ; thence north^fty-foar degrees and 
fifteea minutes east^ on the line of said Osgoods' land, 
eighty-eight rods to a stake and stones, at the porthwest 
eorner of Mr. Hadley's land ; thence sooth, seventy de- 
grees and twciitv-five minutes east, on the north line of 
said Hadley's land, one hundred and twenty-six rods, to 
a stake and stones on land of Charles Grout ; thence 
south seventeen degrees aiid\wenty minutes east, on the 
line between said Hadley's and Grout's land, seventy 
rods and a half, to a stake and stones on an angle in 
said line ; thence south fifty degrees and thirty minutes 
east, through land of said Had ley and others live hundred 
rods, to the place of beginning, — is hereby annexed to 
and made a part of tlie town of Princeton, in said County, 
Sec. 2. TJiis act shall take effect from and after its 
passage* 

« Approved by the Governor, April 4, 1838." 

The town voted at their annual meeting in March, 
1843, to erect a new Town House during the en- 
suing summer and autumn ; and that the donation of 
of the late Ward Nicholas fioylston, Esq., be appropria* 
ted for the Building of said house ; and that it be one 
story high, 64 feet long, and 40 feet wide. 

After the completion of said house it was unanimoos- 
ly voted to call it Boylston Hall, to perpetuate the name 
and memory of the late Ward Nicholas Boylston, Esq., 
in consideration of the liberal donation he made to the 
town. A prayer was olTered, and an appropriate address 
delivered at the dedication, Feb. 13, 1843, by Rev. Wil- 
Isird M. Harding. The most ancient records of the 
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town were then exhibited by the Town Clerk, after which 

the inhabitants proceeded to the transaction of their mu- 
nicipal busineM. 

At three several times since the incorporation of 

Princeton, the division of Worcester County lias been 
eubmitted for the action of the towns proposed to t>e set 
off for a new County. 

A memorial of the delegates of Templeton, Barre, Pe- 
tersham, Athol, Winchendon, Hnbbardston, Adams, 
Gerry, Oardner, Royalston, and Warwick, at the Jana* 
ary session of the Legislature in 1708, prayed for the 
incorporation of those towns into a new couqty. The 
people in Princeton voted in February unanimously, that 
it was inexpedient to divide W orcu^ier into two distinct 
counties. 

At the annual meetings in April, 4828, the question 

was subiniued, by the Legislature, to the people of Wor» 
cester and Middlesex, of a new County to be formed of 
the towns of Royalston, Winchendon, Athol, Temple^ 
ton, Gardner, Westminster, Asliburnhara, Fitchburg, 
Leominster, Lunenburg, Princeton, Flubbardston, Pbil^ 
lipston, Lancaster, fiolton, and Harvard, from the Conn* 
ty of Worcester, and Grolon, Shirley, Pepperell, Ashby, 
and Townsend, from the County of Middlesex, as prayed 
for in a Petition bearing the name of Ivers Jewett at the 
liead. The decibion in Princeton was in the negative 
by a great majority of the voters. 
In 1851, a petition of Alva Crocker and others was 

presented to the Cleneral Court, prayin^ir for the erection 
of a new County. Templeton, Gardner, Phillipston, 
Athol, Petersham, Royalston, Hubbardston, Westminr 
Bter, Princeton, Ashburnham, Fitchburg, Leominster, 
^^^rling, Lunenburg^ Bolton, Harvard, Lancaster, Wior 
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ehendoiif ware to be aeparated ffom the Couoty of 
Worcester, and Ashby, Townsend, Pq>pereII, Oroton^ 

and Sbirlev, from Middlesex. Orders of notice Avere 
issued, but the prof^osition shared the fate of sioiilar pro* 
jects to diminish the integrity of our territory. Sixty- 
nine votes were given by liie inhabitants of Princeton in 
the negative , and eleven in the alOirmative^ when the 
question was submitted to the town. 

The faithful review of the incidents of local history 
from the adoption of the Federal Constitution, embracing 
the struggles of the two great parties dividing the comp 
munity, executed without partiality and in the spirit of 
independencey would doubtless be both useful and inter- 
esting. But the period has not yet arrived when the de* 
tails of the contest, agitating every village, town and 
city of the country, and kindling strife, in the relations 
of social life, can be recorded with freedom and frank* 
ness. The embers of political controversy, long since 
covered over, have not been so extinguished, that the 
historian may tread with safety over the spot where they 
once glowed. The sons may not hope to render unbi- 
ased judgment of the measures of the fathers, in theso 
scenes of intense excitement. When the present genoi- 
ration shall have passed away, and the heated passions 
and irritation of the actors shall exist only in memory, 
the history may be narrated with fidelity, without fear 
that inherited partiality or prejudice may lend undue col- 
oring to the picture delineated. 

^ Now the feuds and animosities of the past have sub- * 
sided it excites surprise, that the surface which at the 

present is so tranquil, should have been agitated by 
commotions so angry as were those which once disturbed 
its tranquil repose* 
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Ictroductory Remarks— First Preaching in Town-i-Attempts to erect a Meet- 
ing llaoM— ComnittM to neMUM the District— Bufldiiif of Meeting House 
— Assignmeiit ofPlacee in Church— Cbareh Mtieic— Church Cbreoaat— 
Uusuceeesfttl attempt to fettle a Miaister— Call to Mr Fuller— Sii Ontina* 
tioa— Covenant ol AdmlMiOii— First Deacons and Present to the Ohaieh— 
Complaints against Mr. Fuller — His Reply— Ecclesiastical Council—iMr. 
Fuller's Disiniaaton->49uU against Town— Biographical Notice of Mr. 
FnUec 

The Ecclesiastical History of Princeton is of peculiar 
interest, and remarkable for striking incidents. Could 
the existence of religious difficulties, which have occa* 
sioiied iixed differences of sentimenti diversity of taste 
and discordant and conflicting opinions, interposing in* 
superable obstacles to union, be effaced from memory, 
it would be wanton outrage to recall from oblivion the 
tale of misfortune and dishonor. But those events can- 
not be forgotten ; they have floated down in tradition ; 
they are recounted by the domestic iireside ; they are 
inscribed on roll and record of the archives of the Church 
and Town. There is no discretion entrusted to the his- 
torian to select among the events of the past. It is his 
task to relate with fidelity the events of the times he re- 
views. By changing even slight features, the resem- 
blance of the picture would be destroyed. The annais 
would be worthless, which impaired conlidence by the 
suppression of truth, even though unpleasant and un- 
welcome. History, the mirror of the past, reflects witl) 
B 
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painful Adelity^ the dark as well as the brigbt objects from 
departed years, and alihough we may wish to contem- 
plate only the glowing picture of prosperity, the gloomy 
image of ecclesiastical commotion is still full in our 
sight, shadowing th^ background with its solemn admo- 
nition. 

No records oi the Church in Princeton previous to 
1761 » some more than twenty years snbseqaent to the 
first settlement have descended to our times. Subse* 

quent to that period, some iaformation of the prominent 
events in Ecclesiastical History, may be collected from 
the votes of the inhabitants concurrent with the acts of 
the Church ; for it was the ancient usage of all our towns, 
before they had been divided into parishes^ to manage 
their parochial concerns in the general meetings. 

Meetings for worship were held at the dwelling liouses 
most convenient in regard to central situation* The 
first sermon ever preached in town was probably at the 
house of Abijah Moore, to an audience, which materi- 
ally increased at a later day, a small room and bed*roon^ 
held quite comfortably. An old lady still living* at the 
age of eighty-four, recollects hearing a sermon at Mr. 
Moore's preached by the Rev. Mr, Harrington of Lan- 
caster, in October, 1^7^^* the occasion of the district's 
incorporation. * There were then,' says the old lady, 
* but a handful of us, who found our way to church by 
marked trees.'t At this date it was the custom of the 
inhabitants to have preaching usually eight Sabbaths in 
the year. A short time subsequent, they had preaching 
four or five months, in the pleasant seasons of each year. 

The first expression of opinion on the records of the 

1S8S. 
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town, ill relation to ecclesiastical matters, dates the 9th 
of Feb. 1761, when the folio wing article is fouad in the 
warrant for a District meeting " To see if the dis- 
trict will vote to build a meeting house for the public 
worship of God, and choose a committee for the same or 
act anything relative thetennto, as the district Adi think 
prc^r.'^f This article, as appears from the records, 

was not voted/' although it would seem from the war- 
rant ibr the district meeting in March of the same year 
that the question of erecting a honse for public worsh^ 
had not only been agitated, previous to this period, but 
that the place ot its location had been determined. The 
following articles, somewhat peculiar in their orthogra- 
phy and pliraseology, are found in said warrant. 

To see if the Destrict will rote to build the meeting- 
faonse, to wit the house for the publick worship of God 
in sonie other place than that which it is already Voted 
to be built on and vote aney thing Relating thereunto 
that the Destrict shall think proper, or otherwise to rote 
were the said meeting-house shall be built."—" To 
see if the Destrict will vote to build a meeting-house as 
noon' as can be conrenantly and choose a committee for 
the same and Report unto the Destrict upon what terms 
they can git it built and when, or act anything as the 
Destrict shall think proper/' 

It was Toted to pass^mrer the last article, and the follow- 
ing vote was passed relative to the first. *' Voted, Col. 
John Whiteomb of Bolton, Dea* Samuel Pierce, of Hoi- 

* The town records fog two yean sui»se<iueiLt to the meoxporation of Ilia dif- 
trict in 1759, are last 

t *' In 1760, at the meeting \n March, aa £ leun from other sources, than the 
records, it was voted to ()etitton the General Court to grant a land tax, to ena- 
Ua Oa dlatifett»Md ataom afwanUpi aettia aniiiMiar, and lay oat mdo; 
■nd Dr. Harray was alioiaii an afvat to praaeat tiifa patition.*'«-8ao BusMU'a 
BlUoiy of Piineatoa, 6iMp> 4 
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den, and Dea. Joseph Miller of Westminster, be a conn- 
mittee to measure the said District of Princetown, aad 
find the centre thereof, and afii or order the place for 
building the meeting-house on, to wit, the house for the 
public worship of God, and if the centre be not suitable 
. ground to build the eaid house on, then on the nearest 
place to the centre that is suitable according to the best 
judgment of the Committee, and they are desired to 
make return thereof at the adjournment of this meeting, 
and it is also voted that Mr. Thos. Harmon of Rutland, 
and Dea. Jonathan Livermore of Westborough, be sur- 
veyors for the purpose above said and that all the said 
committee and surveyors be under oath for the trust 
cotnniiUed to them as above said. Also voled that the 
vote for building the said meeting-house within two rods 
of the moet southerly corner of Mr Caleb Myrick^s Land 
be and hereby is revoked and discontinued." 

The above named committee attended to the trust 
committed tothem^' with fidelity, and reported at the ad- 
jourmnent of the meeting, June '^0, but their report is 
not on record^ A majority of the town being dissatis- 
fied therewith, it was voted, after paying them a consid- 
erable sum for services, not to accept their report, and 
locate the house themselves.^' Consequently, at a meet- 
ing on the 32d of July, the following vote was passed : 
" Voted, that the meeting-house for the public worship 
of God be built on the highest part of the land given by 
Mr. John and Caleb Mirick, to the District for their 
public use, near three pine trees marked on the norther- 
ly side, being near a large flat rock.'^ The site thus de- 
termined upon, and on which the house was ultimately 
erected, is some few rods northeast from the old town 
house. 
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The question relatiTe to the plaoe of location, which 
had agitated the inhabilanla aereral months, being thus 

finally settled, the first measures for the erection cf the 
iiouse were taken in October, when tt was Voted to 
bmkd a meeting^hoosefer the pnhlie worship <rf(3od, and 

that said house shall be fifty foots lonfi; and forty foots 
wide. And dso voted thatCapt. Elipheiet How, Robert 
Keyes, Caleb Miri^, lames Thompson and Boaz Moore 
be a Committee to see on what terms they can get the 
Umber for said (neeting-houae, and get said house 
firamed.** The committee snbsequently directed 
to purchase boards, clapboards, and shingles, to be de- 
livered at tlie site of said house. The frame of the house 
was set up on the 30th of June, 1762. The cost of the 
frame was^l, 135, which was paid to Abijah Moore, 
who appears to have procured eaid frame; and in addi- 
tion to the above, £28 was also drawn from the treasa* 
ry , as the expense of nusing The glass windows were 
aot supplied until after a lapse of more than three years, 
when the glass was donated to the town by the Hon. Mo^ 
nes Oili. When the first preaehing was had in this 
chnrch we have not been able to ascertain. It was not 
entirely com|rieted ontil as late as the year 1770. For 
years the people met in the house for worship, without 
any floor, excepting some loose boards. Their seats 
were blocks, boards^ and mofabio benches. June 4^ 
1767, it was voted ^to fay the gallery floors and butid a 
ijreast work and set up the piilar^i in their proper plao^s 
and also build four seats round the galleries." It was 
•Iso allowed individuals who felt disposed to occupy ei* 
ther side of the house with pews, if they would make 

* Another draft also niade on ihe treasury, by P. Goodnow, to Uie anoavt of 
£7t fldf was for ritm purchased l>y bim for wodcmen Mi Mdd a watmHuw ifc 

8» 
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them at Uieir own expense. The manner of disposing of 
the pew gronndy as it was called, was as foilowa : The 
indiiridual who paid the highest land tax was to have the 

first choice, by paying a certaiu sum ilxed by the district. 
Dr« Harvey obtained the first and Oliver Daris the second, 
^ 4he former paying <£3, 15, 4e/, the second £S, 

In March, 1770, it was voted to paint the meeting- 
house^ prootVfed ifr. Moses Gill j^ncKs paint.' ^ Whether 
Mr. Gill's generosity again dereloped itself, so as to in- 
fluence him to comply with this vote (^f the town we are 
Aot able to say. In October of the same year another 
advance was made towards the completion of the house 
by voting to plaster the walls. In November succeetl- 
ing it was also voted that ^' y^ piaistering under y^ Galle- 
ries be made crowning and plaistering whitewashed 
and Seats in y® side Galleries be finished. '* The en- 
tire c ost of this house which was so long in the process 
of building we are not able to state. 

The assignment of places in church was formerly a 
matter of grave importaQce,and not unixequently claimed 
the attention of the town. In 1768, a committee ol four 
was chosen and instructed to seat the meeting-house, 
taking as a general rule the invoice takeu in the year 
r766y saving liberty to have due regard to age as they 
shall see cause. For many years those who joined in 
singing the devotional poetry of religious exercises, were 
dispersed through the congregation, having no place as* 
signed Uiem as a distinct body, and no privileges sepa- 
rate from oilier worshippers. After the clergyman had 
read the whole psalmi one of the deacons repeated the 
first line, which was sung by those who were able to aid 
in the pious melody, and thus the exercises of singing 
and reading went on alternately. 
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The people continued to employ preaching serenil 
months each year.* Still it appe&rs thnt there was qo 
orguized chorcb mUil the 12th of Augusi, 1764, tvren« 
ty-fire years after the first settlementi when the following 

covenant was adopted and subscribed by eighteen male 
persoDSi who conatiluted the church at that time. 

'*A Covenant entered into Aug, 1764. 

** We whose names are hereunto subscribed, apprehendinir 
onr^elvcs called of God into a church state of the(Jospel — Do 
first of all confess ourselves to be so hirrhly favored of the Lord 
and admire his free and rich grace which calls us hereunto : 
and then with humble reliance and dependence on the assis- 
tance of his trrace and Holy Spirit therein promised for them, 
tiial in a soiis-- of iheir own inability to do any ^ood thing, do 
humbly wail upon hiui lor all, we do thankfully lay hold on his 
covenant, and si^emnly enter into covenant with God and with 
one another according to Gbdliness* We declare our serioas 
belief of the Christian Religion as contained in the sacied 
Scriptures^ acknowledging them to contain the whole revealed 
-will of God concerning our &ith and practice, heartily resolving 
to conform our lives to the rules of that Religion so long as we 
live. We give up ourselves to the Lord Jehovah, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, the only true and living God, and avouch 
him this day to be our God and portion forever. We give up 
ourselves to the blessed Jesus, who is the Lord Jehovah and ad- 
here to him as the head of his people in the covenant of Grace, 
and rely upon him as our Prophet, Priest and King-, to brini:^ us 
to eternal blessedness. We acknowled^je our everlastini: and 
indispensable obligation to glorify God in all the duties of a 
sober and goodly life, and particularly in the duties of a church 
state and a body of people associated for an obedience to him in 
all the ordinances of the Gospel, and whereupon depend upon 
his gracious assistance fur our faithful discharge of the Duties 
thus incumbent upon us. We engage with dependence on his 
promised grace and spirit to walk together as a church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the faith and order of the gospel, so far as 
we shall have the same revealed unto us, conscientiously attend- 
ing the worship of God in his house in praying to him, smging 
to him, and giving reverend attention to his word, read and 
preached ac<^rding to his institutbn,the sacraments of the New 

* The preaching was paid out of Uie land tttf. 
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Testament, the diteif line of his kingdons, and all his holy insti* 

tutions in communion one with another and watchfully avoiding 
all smfnl stumbling blocrka iind contentions, as become God's 
people in covenant withhiin. At the same time we do present 
onr offspring with ourselves unto the Lord, purposing witli Ins 
help to do and keep m the methods of a religious education tiiat 
they mny be the Lord's. All this we do fleeinor to the blood of 
the evtrlastin^ covenant for the pardon ufour m my Errors, and 
praying that the glorious Lord Jesus who ia the great Sht'phei d 
would prepare and strengthen us for every good work to do his 
will, working to us that which w well pleasing in his sight to 
whom be glory forever, Amen/^ 

^ jSigoed by the following persons 

Tilly LUtlejoknSy James A^orcross^ 

Elufka ffiiaerf Tirtmlku Moaeituin^ 

JEbeneztr JoneSf Peter Uoodnow^ 

JkbdPrav, Jmu Oi6fi#, 

Samml Sattings^ Ab>Sak JMsere, 

SamudBiOjf^ CM MUidc^ 

Mner Howe^ Timothy Keyea^ 

SomvdMmmimf JVM^ Nor<T08s, 

From the dale of this eovenant, no record ia preaenred 
on the church book» of any transactions until May 17, 
1767. We learn, however from the records of the town, 
that they continued to be favored with the preaching of 
the Gospel, at least a portion of each year. About this 
time, (17G4,) Rev. William Crawford supplied the pul- 
pit It was voted on the 4th of March, 1765, to have 
** six months preaching beginning in April/' 

The first movement of the inhabitants of Princeton to- 
wards the settlement of a minister was in 1765. In the 
warrant for a district meeting in December of that year, 
the following article was inserted : — To see if the Dis- 
trict will vote how soon they will settle a minister, and 

« This CO vcnfifit wM M e&teitd 00 tlie diiiicli nomU mtU ttvenl yous 
after its adoption, 
tCbuicJi records, vol. 1, p.1* 
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idM whelhnr they wiU hear any one or more of ihe ctn- 

didates for the ministry which they have ;i! ready heard 
ia order ibr seUiingyOr aoy other or others which they 
have not heard, or act anything relating to that affair." 
On this article it was voted to hear Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Fuller, aud Mr. Moore, each of them six sabbaths on 
probation, in order for settling." Whether these Rev« 
gentlemen complied with the above vote of the district 
it does not appear. Neither of them, however, received 
a call to settle in the district at that time. The first in- 
Titation extended to any individnal toheceme their min- 
ister, was tlie call to the Eev. Sewall Goodrich, in 176(). 
On the 2l8t of Augast of this year, the district voted to 
concur with the church in their selection of Mr. Good- 
rich to settle with them in the Gospel ministry. At the 
aane time there was also voted him as a settlement, 
65, 8dy one half payable in eight months from the time of 
his ordination, and tlie remainder in one year from the 
time of the first-mentioned payment. As an annual sal« 
ary there was also voted him £SS^ Gs, 8^. Mr. Goodrich 
declined the invitation ; and on the 5th of Septernber it 
was voted to make an addition to the salary of ^13^ 6^, Sc/, 
to be paid as follows : One half at the expiration of five 
years from his ordination, thenceforth to be paid as j)art 
of his salary ; the remainder to be paid in ten years from 
his ordination as pastor with the like condition." Mr. 
Guodrich still declined the invitation to setthj. 

JMothing further was done towards the settlement of a 
pastor until the 30th of March, 1767, when the district 
voted, 22 to 4, to concur with the church in their choice 
of the Rev. Timothy Fuller to settle wiih them in the work 
of the gospel ministry. The same pecn niary encourage* 
ment was voted Mr. Fuller, as a settlement, which had 
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beea preyioualjr offered Mr« Goodxieli. Thef also volad 
bim an aiinaal salary of £5S, 6$, 6dL ; and an addition - 

of £6, ISs 4d, to be paid to his wife at the expiration- of 
five years from his ordinatioD, Ibenoefotrth to be conlki* 
ned yearly; and the same amount additional in tea 
years, thenceforth to be paid yearly so long as Mr. Fuller 
shall continue to be their minister and fulfil the work of 
the ministry* A committee 'was appointed to ivnit on 
' the Rev. Mr. Fuller, with the above ioyitatioD, to which 
he returned an ailnriuative answer. 

On the 0th of September^ 1767» Mr. Fuller wan or- 
dained as pastor of the religious society. There were 
present on this occasion to assist in the solemnities of the 
ordination, pastors and detegates from the First Ghnrch 
in Danvers, the second Church in Shrewsbury the seoead 
in Lancaster, and the Churches in Wilmington^ Rutland^ 
Holdeui Weston, Westminator and MiddletoaL 

As a substitute for the old oovenanty the following was 
adopted by the church, on the 9ih of November, to be 
used in the admission of membecs : 

** A Covenant for admission into the Church. 

" Yon declare your firm belief of one Infinite and Eternal 
€rod, Fdther £k>n and Holy Gho^ that the Sacred Scripture* 
are of Divine origin^ and comprehend our whole duty as it ^ 

lates to faith and practice ; — You resolve to conform yoiir lives 
to the rules of God's word till death, ^ — ^ivin^^ up yourselves to 
God the Father as your portion, to God the Son as your Re- 
deemer, and to God the Holy Ghost as your sanctifier guide and 
comforter ; — You acknowledge your iudispeusable obligation to 
serve and glorify God in a holy, sober and godly life, and prom- 
ise to live in obedience to hiui walking in all his ordinances 
blameless ; — You promise also by the help of God to walk with 
the Church in the faith and oider of the gospel, attending the 
poblie worship of God, the Sacrament of the New Teatsment« 
the duties of his kingdom andidl his holy institutions, so lons^ 
as you continue in the place x — ^yon promise to devote your ofl^ 
spring to God, and to Uvtruct them in the prineipiei aadpnn^ 
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tiM^fwIigion ; malUlj avoUiDg every chim6 of contentioa 
and every eoaree of eiiii m beeomee GodPb people in covenant 
with liim ; and this yon do flying to the blood of the everlasting 
cdVenant for the pardon of your sine, praying that the Lord le- 
va who la the great Shepherd would prepare and atrengthen 
you for every good work to do his will, working in yon that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, to whom be glory forever and 
evei; Amm,^ 

After the adoption of the above covenant and at the 

. same meeting, thefirstDeaconsof the church were elect- 
ecL These were Timothy Keyea and Adonijah Howe, 
liwaealso voted that the aacranient be adminiatered 
once in two months ; but may be omitted at particular 
timeaaa the pastor may judge expedient" On the lOtb 
iof A|NriI the year foNowing, the Hon. Moeea Gill pre* 
sented to the Church a fiagon, tankard, cup and dish for 
the oommttBMKi table, and also a baptismal basin. 

If r Poller eontimied to exercise faia -ministerial fonc* 
tions to the general satisfaction of his paTishioners for 
nearly eight years, wheut daring the opening struggles 
of the revohitionary war and amid the vi<deiice of party 

contention, he was suspected of entertaining unfavorable 
views in regard to the rights and liberties of the Colo> 
oiea. In view of the alarming state of affairs, the Gene- 
ral Court, at its session in 1774, were desirous to have 
Gov. Gage appoint a fast. He refbsed to comply with 
their wishes, wberempon tbey recanwunded a day for 
public fast and prayer, in imitation of their pious ancea- 
tors, who ou all occasions ofcommoa danger and dis- 
tress devoutly looked to God for direction and favor." 
The people of Princeton desired Mr. Puller, in accord* ^ 
ance with the recommendation of the General Court, to 
hold a fast, but he declined. Many took offence at this 
course , and firom this period the disaffection commenced 
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which seemed to produce in the minds of the people an 
indomitable determination to dissolve their existing con-* 
nection. This. however was not the only complaint 
brought by the people against their pastor. Many things 
that had passed unnoticed for years, were construed into 
grievances* The following letter, from a committee ef 
the church, contains a summary of these allegations ;— 

To the Rev. Timothy Fuller. 

^* Sir, We are dissatlshed with your conduct in tha 
pastoral office in the following particulars. 1. Your not 
catechising and instructing the children more frequently. 
2. Your neglect of pastoral visits and of conversation ou 
spiritual things. 3. An unchristian backwardness to 
instruct and enlighten your flock, which we fear proceeds 
from a disregard to their spiritual welfare. 4. Your 
neglecting lectnres when first settled among us, 6. Your 
refusing to appoint a Fast when motioned by the Gene^ 
ral Court on account of the fearful apprehension of losing 
liberties of country, through the arbitrary proceedings of 
the British Parliament. 6. Your treatment of the 
Church, when seeking for satisfaction in the articles of 
charge* 

Timothy KeyeSf * 
iStqfhen Brigham, 
Stephen Harrington^ 
Ichabod Fisher, 

TJws, Glta60ii. 

Princeton, March 26, 1776." 

Mr. Fuller returned au answer to this bill of charges 
by letter, which stands on record/' say the church re* 
cords, in the Old Church Book." This book, unfor* 

tunatcly, has been lost ; consequently the reply is not 
accessible to the writer. From Agnl, 1776, to May, 
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1786, no record is preserved on the church book of any 
UMMaotions. Sometine subseqaent however/' says 
Hr« RomU in his History of Priscefoiiy *^ to the trial of 
the suit at Saiem, which lie commenced against the town 
for the recovery of his salary^ Mr. Fuller published a 
vwdieatioD* of hia eoadnct, in which is ineofporated, 
probably, the substance of his reply to the churcli.'' 
With respect to the charge of tory ism he says, — What 
my people beiieved, I am auable to determiDO ; bat I 
persuade myself they did not believe me opposed to the 
measures of my country, because there was nothing in 
mj Gondiict or conversation to justify such a faith, con- 
sideved as a rational principle. My principles did not 
forbid my offering the petitions of the people for relief ; 
but I readily joined with my people on all days set apart 
by any Ooart or Congress^ for public devotion, and led 
them in their addresses to heaven for aid and deliver- 
ance.''t In regard to the charges of neglec t of lectures, 
eatechisingt pastoral visits* he says, — To these I at 
that time answered, that I had rarely omitted a lecture 
previous to the communion, except for a period some^^ 
wbal exeeadiBg a year afiter my settlement, when lec- 
tures were not so statedly appointed as afterwards, by 
reason of necessary avocations. That I had made it a 
rule to catechise their children twice a year, from Mrhich 
I had seldom deviated^ That I had visited them all 
generally o^c^e a year i and neyer neglected to visit per« 

*** This is a small pamolilet of twenty-tlme |MigM.*iiiitlod * Remarks, &c.' 

«nd purjmrtii to be written in reply to some strictnres upon a pamplilet published 
by the Rev. Mr.ThatcIier. It is without date or gigmftirr, nnrt hut few copies 
probably exi.$t. For the one in my fifmmioa I mod indebted to Uie poUtenew 

of Charles Miritk, Ehj »» 

t The rharr^e uf ti>ry idtn^ against Ml. Fuller, we have narrated in the ChAfr 
ffii on the iievoluiiooary Wu^ 

9 
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sons ia sickness, upon their offering a note for public 
prayers^ or opoa partioular appKeatioiii and on aoeb 
visitfl had endeavored to adapt my addrewes to theii eii^ 
cumstances." The charge of levity, in presiding at the 
eharch meetings, is explained by auppoaing ^' the fiaode- 
lator laid down hit head on tfie seat before htm^ shivev* 

ing with the cold, which tlie people might fondly con- 
strue into a shake of laughter,'' " It may be impo&su 
Me/' somewhat satiriealij eontinnea the writer, 
times in such debates and altercations to suppress a re* 
hictant smile. And there may be such a concurrence of 
cireumMtimees, as topraieet a mm from eeiuttre, im sudk 
a ease, an any oeeasim whatever, except em immediate oil* 
dress to the JJeity/' Mr. Russell proceeds, The ty- 
ranny in ohorch gorennnent, another sotject of com* 
plaint, seems to haVe been eharged upon Mr. Fuller m 
two instances in particular ; in one of which, he refused 
to put a vote whereby the church would go into an im* 
mediate inrestigation of the charges, then for the first 
lime brought against him. On his refusal, the church 
were on the point of voting in a new modwator, when ha 
dissolved the meeting. In the other instance, he over- 
ruled a motion to choose a committee to collect articles 
of charge against him, remarking that if any one bad 
anything against him, he had foil liberty to oftr it, and 
in due time, it should be laid before the church, but that 
he would not be active in choosing a coma)ittee to hunt 
up articles against him. In vindication of Mr« FuUer'a 
conduct, in this respect, I should remark that, up to this 
time, the ministers claiiiied the right of negativing any 
vote of the church which they disliked/'* 
' Such was the character of the charges against^Mr. Fu]* 

< ilUtoiy of rxinc«tOA' 41, 42, 
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leri and such his reply to them. Duriog Beyend moaihfi^ *. 
^MHitiiiiied but ineffectiul efforts were made to secure 
eqoiuUe adjustment. Meeting after meetiDg was hM. 
It was luially decided, on (.he part of the church and 
iowAy to submit the deternuaatioB of the whole matter 
to an Eocle«astioal CouttcU. Consequently a Couteil 

convened March 11, 1776, at the house of Caleb Mi-* 
rick, from the Gburcbes in Worcester^ Westminster, and 
the first iu Sbiewsbory* After the organisation of said 
council, notice u as given to Mr. Fuller and his presence 
«oUcited ; who, on recei¥iBg said notice, communicated 
through them a letter to the town and church commit- 
tee, proposing a mutual Ecclesiiistical Council, on the 
following terms : — let To consist of nine churches, 
finir to be chosen by each party, the ninth mutually, and 
to be selected from this county, in consequence of the 
almost universal adoption in Worcester county, of the 
^ Bolton plan.^* 3d. Each church to be represented by 
its pastor and two delegates. 3d. That all articles of 
grievance be submitted to them« 4th. That each party 
be served with a copy of these articles at least fourteen 
days before the sitting of the Council. 5tb« That the 
Council regulate their own proceedings. Cth. That the 
number of persons sUtingin Cnmdl from each church 
be equal 7th. That each party choose several churches 
extraordinary, out of which they may supply, if any of 
the first choice should happen to fail.'^ These proposals 
were assented to on the part of the committee^ with the 
substitution of seven churches instead of nine. Mr. Ful* 
ler consented, and accordingly the committee, in con- 

* Previous to the year 1776 hhtA Immii vnanlmoua piaellta* «f atolf- 
Un to Degatire any yoto of the dnuth which tbey disapproYed. This right, 
boworar, tfao ebnrch hi Bolton dieimcod, and tbakr viawa warn ftaally aaae- 
HoMdliyaaBeetaaliatiMlCamll. Bmmm**JMm 
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neetion with Mr. F., proceeded to the Bdection of ehoreb- 

cs, A disagreement, however, arose between the par- 
ties, in choosing the extraordinary churches," which 
defeated the whole plea. Henee the former council, 

with the addition of the first church in Dedham and the 
church in Weston, convened on the IGth of April, and 
Mr. Fuller was requested to appear before said Council, 

by a letter from the Rev. I^Ir. Mace arty, who had beea 
elected moderator. This he refused to do^ stating as an 
objection, that he considered that they were an exparte 
Council, and of consequeuce were devoted to the inter* 
ests of his opponents. 

The Council then proceeded to make the following 
proposition, — ^that they would name twelve churches, 
from which each party should select three, mutually con- 
senting to the church in Weston, (which was then pre* 
sent) as the seventh, which should be a council for the 
final settlement of all grievances. With this, again, Mr. 
Fuller refused to comply, stating as an objection, that it 
would be, in effect, exparte, as the whole twelve from 
wliich the mutual council was to be chosen, were selected 
by the sitting council. Says Mr. Fuller in his reply to 
the proposal of the council, — If my brethren had pro> 
posed to choose my judges, I should not have thought it 
strange, but that you, gentlemen, should propose that 
they should do the ^same thing by proxy, is a little wonder- 
ful." At the same time }ie renewed his proposal for a 
mutual council, on the same conditions, as before men* 
tibned. This was declined by the council, on*' account 
of the embarrassments tlirown'in the way" at the first at- 
tempt, in the selection of the extraordinary churches/' 
The council now proceeded to advise Mr. Fuller to re- 
quest a dismiission. He however declined, but waited 
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on them I proposing a mutual couDcil on one of the two 
foUowing cottdiliotts :*»lst. He would ** iet aside six of 
the churches which the brethren had chosen," the six 
(hat reinaiaedy in couuectioa with the eeventh whi^h 
ehould be motuaUy aeieoted, lo constttule the oounciL 
3d. I wiU set aside/' aays Mr. Fuller, twenty church-^ 
€8, and the biethrea as many more, and then we will 
e^h ehooio three eoagvcfatioDal churebesi of good 
elMiding, any where in the province, no crfijeetion en 
either side; who, together with one mutually agreed 
ttpoDi shall be a mutual eounciJ." 

Neither of these propositions wove acceded to ; and 
the council on the 19th, again proceeded to advise, fi- 
aally, Mr. Fuller's dismission. He was accordingly dis* 
missed. Subsequently Mr. Fuller called an exparte 
council, consisting of Rev. Mr. Howard's church, Bos- 
ton, Payson's of Chelsea^ Whitney's of bhirley, Adams' 
of Lunenburg, and Barnard's of Salem. The result of 

this was favorable to Rev. Mr. Fuller, Being dissatis- 
fied with the result of the first council, and also believing 
it to hare been illegal, M r» Fuller commenced a suit 
against the town in 1762, for the recovery of his salary 
from 1775. The case was argued at Salem in Novem- 
ber, hy Judge Parsons in behalf of the plaintiff, and 
Messrs. Sullivan and Lincoln for the defendants. Mr« 
Fuller, however, lost his case — a verdict being found in 
favor of the town, and thus ended this unhappy and pro- 
tracted controversy. 

The Rev. Timothy Fuller, a graduate of Cambridge 
University, in 1760, was born in Middleton, in this State, 
in 1738, and descended from an ancient family, who em- 
igrated from England to this country in 163d. AAer 
ius dismission from Princeton, Mn Fuller removed to 

»♦ 

e 
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Mariha^s Vioeyard, and preached in Chilmark until the 
dose of the lerolutionary war. In 178S he remored to 

Middleton, his n;itive place, and in a siiort time subse- 
quent to that period, he returned to Princeton, where be 
devoted his time to agricnltiiral parsnits. In 1788, he 
represented the town in the convention which approved 
and adopted the present Federal Constitution. In 1796, 
Mr. Fuller lemoved to Merrimac, N. H., where he wes 
employed in cultivating the soil, until Julj,^ 1805, iriMi 
he died, at the age oi sixtj-hve.* 

• For the maMTial* of Ibe biogrtpbieal ik*teh ol Mr. FaUer,' weQ is of 
■triml othei riiiyiii— , 1 am tedtlrtgd to tta Hiatoty ctKtaMtm >y Bowtll. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Umoccetsfui efforts ibr a re-«stibfli1iiii«iit of the Gospel Ministiy— SetUement 
of Mr.Ciafl»— HeieqpMeta a Diwnitwiwi Letter to bia»— Hev. Mr • CknS- 
ricb— New Meeting Honse— Mr. Ruaeell*k Settlement— nedkacioB of 
Meeting Houee— Mr. BoewU'sliisoiinion— Settlemost of Mi. Murdock— 
First General Revival of Religion in Town— Cbnicb Cofenant— Mr. Mnt» 
dock's Diamission. 

In the period of little more than ten years subsequent 

to the dismssion of Mr. Fuller, several candidates were 
heard, and three unsuccessful attempts were made for 
the re-establishment of the Gospel ministry.* The first 
of these was on the 26th of January, 1778, when the 
town voted to concur with the church in their choice 
of Mr. Daniel Adams of Med way for their Pastor/' at the 
same time offering him £4W as a settlement. At a sub- 
sequent meeting the inhabitants voted a salary of <^70, 

« January 7, wai let apart by a voCaof tto cbovdi and town, for bomil- 
aHon, prayer, and nipplkation of the divine Msiatioco, Swtbo lo-oatabliab* 
moBtoftbo Ooipelnilniitiy. 
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to be paid him annually, so long as he sliould continue 
in the ministry with theiUi as follows : Ooe half at the 
Rate of iDdiaD Com ifmr skillings per bashelj and the 

rcniainder iu cash, i'vuiu the iluctuating currency of the 
times. Mr. Adams declined this invitation. 

In October, tn invitation was given to Rev. Paul 
Litchfield to settle in the place, and a settlement of 
^600, with the same pecuniary encourage ineut as an 
annual salary, which bad been prerioosly offered Mr* 
Adams, was tendered to htm. At a subsequent meet- 
ing, however, the town so far reconsidered this as to 
vote, — " that there be paid to Mr, Paul Litchfield each 
and every year during bis continuance in the mmistry 
among us seventy pounds as followeth ; — twenty-three 
pounds, six shillings, eight pence, at the Bate of Indian 
Corn at three -shilUngs per bushel, ^23, 65, 8d, at the 
Rate of Beef at twenty shillings per hundred ; and £2S, 
65, &d, in cash of the present currency.'' Mr. Litchfield 
declined this invitation. It was renewed in May, 1779, 
by a vote of the town, 40 to 22, with the settlement 
augmented to J^l^OO, with the same salary, only £17, 
IO5, however, being payable in the then currency. This 
invitation he also declined. 

In January, 1781, Rev. Ebenezer Hubbard was invi- 
ted to settle, and a settlement of <£200 lawful money, oF* 
fered, payable ** at the rate of Indian Corn at 85, Rye 
at four shillings a bushel, beef at 20 shillings per hun« 
dred, and pork at three-and»a*half pence per pound.'^ 
A salary also of X7o, 6s, 8d, of lawful money payable 
at the rates of Indian Corn, Beef and Pork, as above.* 
It was also voted subsequent to this period, that thirty 

• TbM was ft neeMBftiy AZpea^^nt to avoid tht depncittion tf Che ptper cur- 
Mcjr of limoi. 
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cords of wMd ammlly, be added to this salary* Mr. 

Hubbard howev er declined the iuYitation. 

No further atlempta were made for the re-eatabUsb* 
ment of the Gospel miniatry until January, 1786, when 

Rev. Thomas Crafts received an iuvitation from the itt* 
habitants to become their pastor. It was voted that the 
sum of J^OO be paid him in six months after bis or* 
duiution, as his settlement, and that the sum of £S0 
be paid him as his annual salary, and that twenty cords 
of wood be delivered him every Fall so long as be shall 
continue our minister.'* Mr, Crafts accepted the call, 
and was ordained on the 28th of June, 1786.* On this 
occasion letters mbsive, inviting their presence by pas* 
tor and delegate, were sent to the fourth church in 
lii idgewater, the church in Brattle-street, Boston, — ^in 
Roxbury, Brookline* Shrewsbury, Rutland, Hddea and 
Sterling, all of which were present. 
Mr* Crafts continued to discharge the duties of the 

* <'No little display would Mem to have been madeon thia occasion, ifwsmi^ 

jUfipe from the following acconnt, whirh I acridentaHy ram© Rcross among a 
mass of loose i).T.ijerd in the Town Clerk's office, and wliich speaks loud for the 
multitude present or tlie poverty of the town. The people of rnnceton would 
1)0 the last to let such an occasion pass wanting in a single one of the ' good 
tiiingii Qi Ujis ixfu' wiiicii usually iuad tlie gruaumg tableii oi Uie uidinaUOB 
day.** 

^To the Town o f Princeton, to nu Debtor, 
For going to Hardwick, to carry Mr. Crafts — the call of 



the town, 09 00 

Also for fetching cider, plates and dislMi Uom 8liraw»» 

bury and carrying them back again, 00 W 

For going to Westmint^ter for knives and forks, and foe 

a horse toeany one of the cooks hoBMi* ••••••••• 07 GO 

For nioo doMnegcs for UitCouBtsUy. 06 00 



18 60 

FriacetoB, June 30, 1786.* ADOMJ AH HOWfi. 

I also and aboat Ihia time— 

* Tke Townif Princeton,^ • • • • •TV SmmmI Dtimcu, Dr. 

For one leg of bacon W^i lbs., 0 13 11 2.' 



which it ig not nnfoimded conjecture to suppose, went the way of thf * Bia© 
dozea eggs lor tUe Council.' EuiueU's liiat. f riucetoo, CJiap. 7. 
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ministry witli fidelity, for about three years, untiJ liis 
health failed. For nearly two years he was uuabie to 
preachy when all hope of reeovery, so as to be able to 
carry on the work of the sacred office, being cut off, he 
requested and xeceived^ a dismission from the [>astoral re- 
lation* 

That Rev. Mr. Crafts was very highly respected and 
beloved by the people of his charge^ is evident from the 
following letter^ sent him on the occasion of bis dismis* 
sion :— 

^^Reverend Sir :— The Church and Congregation in 

Princeton having this day, according to your request, 
TOted your dismission from your Pastoral Kelatiou sole- 
ly on the account of your ill state ^f health and little 
prospect of your future usefuhiess in that work ; We the 
Church and Congregation in this place declare that it 
is with reluctance that we are constrained to part with 
you under these considerations ; that it has been with 
pleasure and much satisfaction that we have sat under 
your ministry ; that we sincerely sympathize with you 
under these (your)afflictions ; that we ardently? wish Al- 
mighty God would take you and your family under His 
Gracious Protection^ and if it be his pleasure, to give 
you a confirmed state of health, and make you yet use- 
ful in your public character, and long continue you a 
blessing to the world. 
*'We ask an interest in your prayers, and subscribe 
"Your affectionate Friends and Brethren, 

Moses Cfill, Moderatar*^^ 

Signed at the request of the town in town meeting 
assembly. 

To the Rev. Mr. Thos. Crafts.' ' 
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Rev. Thomas Crafts was a native of Newton, son of 
Dn John S. Crafts, who removed to North-Bridge water 
when hmsoii was qatte yooog. The latter graduated at 
Cambridge University in 178S. After hi8 removal from 
Frincetoa he returned to Bridgewaler, in which place 
and Weymouth he resided until 1802, when, having re- 
gained his health, he settled over a efaurch and society 
in Middle borough^ where he continued his labors until 
-hii demise^ Jannaiy 19, 1619, at the age of 60. 

For several months after the dismission of Rev. Mr. 
Crafts, the pulpit was supplied by Rev. Hezekiah Good- 
rich, who was suhsequently settled over the church and 
society in Rutland. On the 5th of December, 1701, it 
was ** voted unaaimously that Mr. Hezekiah Goodrich's 
late preaching has been acceptable to the town, and that 
the committee be instructed to apply to him to preach 
six Sabbaths on probation — after the term which be is 
engaged has expired.*' Whether Mr« Goodrich com- 
plied with this vote we are not able to say* He how« 
ever received no call froai the church or town to settle 
over them in the ministry. No attempt was made, from 
1791 until 1795, for the re^establishment of the Gospel 
ministry in Princeton. 

The first Meeting House exhibiting signs of decay, the 
question was discussed in Town Meeting, March 9, 
1795, "shall a new meeting-house be built." It was 
the opinion of the town to build a new house. A com* 
roittee, consisting of Dea. Howe, William Whittaker, 
Capt. Samuel Hastings, His Honor Moses Gill, and 
Lieut. A. Merriam, was appointed to draft a plan and 
estimate the probable cost. Subsequently this commit- 
tee reported the probable expense of said house as fot 
lows: i£1039, 8^ for materials, J^60 for extra expenses, 
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£70^ &r earpenten^ work; nd the probtUe amoimt 

which would accrue from sale of pews, and the old house 
at i£1875. The committee also reported the following 
plan ; — ^Dimensioos, 70 by 65 feet ; to oontain 76 ground 
and 26 gallery Pews. Their report was accepted by the 
town, whereupon a building committee, consisting of 
Hon. Moses Gill^ Capt. Samael Hastings, Lieut. Amos 
Merriam, David Brooks and William Whittaker, was 
chosen. This committee was instructed to erect the 
New Meeting House on the ground where the old 
meeting-house stands, or as nigh it as shall in the 
judgment of the committee be most eligible.^' The 
pews in said house were disposed of May 6, 1796| some 
months previons to its erection.^ The whole amount of 
receipts from the sale of the same was £1728, Ss, Id, ^ 
and the whole cost of said house (exolusive of the bell, 
iriiich was purchased some years subsequent for #470, 
and the painting, for which §320 was paid afterwards,) 
^2273, 3s, Id, oonsequently there was a deficiency of 
£645, 4d, which was raised at a subsequent period by 
a general tax. 

Previous to the erection of this house, the Rev. Jo* 
seph Russell received an invitation from the church and 
town to settle over thorn as a pastor. December 7, 
1795, the town voted unanimously to concur with the 
church in their ^* invitation" made on the 30th of Nov* 
to Mr, Russell. At the same time it was ^ voted that 
the usual mode of giving a settlement be dispensed with, 
and that the sum of four hundred thirty«>three dollars 
and one third of a dollar be paid him yearly during his 
continuance in the ministry.'' It was also voted, on the 

* Michtnl Gill, Esq., paid £38 fof No. 66 Pew iiitMud house, whjcU was tlie 
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Sth of Februanr» 1796, to ''famish Mr. Ra^seli with 
twenty-five cords of good merchantable wood annually, 

delivered to him at his dwelliDg-house, so long as he 
shall continue our minister and the price of staple com- 
modities remain as they now are ; but when the capital 
articles of consumption shall revert back to their former 
Standard, that is to say, when the price of beef shall be 
reduced from thirty-six to twenty-four shillings per hun- 
dred; Pork from six to four pence per pound; Rye 
from six to four-shiliiogs per bushel ; Indian Corn from 
four-andnsix-pence to three shillings per bushel; the 
whole expense of the wood, be it more or less, shall be 
deducted from the salary already voted by the town, and 
so in a less proportion as the price of those commodities 
ahall gradually decrease." 

Mr. Russell having accepted the invitation, March 16, 
1796, was fixed for his ordination, and a committee 
charged with the proper preparations. The time ap* 
pointed for the ceremony having arrived, the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, of Chariestown, introduced the solemnities with 
prayer; Rev. Mr. BackusofSomers, delivered a sermon 
from Matthew, xvi, 26, "For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul 2 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" — 
Rev. Dr. Thacher, of Boston, made the ordaining pray« 
er ; Rev. Mr. Jackson, of Brookline, gave the charge; 
Rev. Mr. Hubbard, of Sterling, bestowed the right hand 
of fellowship ; Rev. Dr. Sumner, of Shrewsbury, dfer^ 
ed the concluding prayer ; and the exer pises were closed 
with an Anthem.* 

♦ ** Voted that the committee to provide for the ordaining counsel keep the 
ttockery ware, knives and forks, 4bc, uatH the new meeting hoass if nised, 
tbni to dispose of Ui«in and pay tbe money into tbe town tseuuiv." 7^tm^ 



Digitized by 



CALL TO MB. MUROOGK* 



106 



. Tho church aad society conlioued to worship in tbo 
old meeting honse until April, 1707, when, the new house 

beinnf coni[)leted, it was dedicuted. An appropriate dis- 
course was preached by the pastor oq the occasion. 
About the same time, the Hon* Moses Gill presented to 

the cliurch, a flagon, tankard, two pewter and two sil- 
ver cups, for the communion table. It was also voted 
to introduce Dr. Watts' Psalms and Hymns" as a sub- 
stitute for the Psalms before used. Mr. Ebenezer, Par- 
ker was, on the iiblh of November, 1800, elected to the 
office of Deacon, vice Deacon Howe, deceased. 

Mr. Russell continued to perform the duties of his 
oflice, to the general acceptance of his people, until Sep- 
tember 12y 1801, when he requested a dismission, alleg- 
ing as a reason, that he was unable, on the account of 
the precarious state of his health, to apply himself to 
study with that assiduity, which his engagements indis» 
pensably required. After some unwillingness and delay 
ou the part of the town to grant the request of their pas- 
tor, he was finally dismissed. 

A short time subsequent to his dismission from Prince* 
ton, Mr. liussell removed to Troy, and has sioce been 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. 

. The Rev. James Murdock, was engaged to preach to 

the church and society in Princeton after the dismission 
of Mr. Russell; and on the 18th of March, 1802 the 
church unanimously requested his permanent settlement 
as their pastor. The concurrence of the town was given 
to this call on the 5th of April following, with only a 
single dissenting voice. The stated salary was $366, 
07, the improvement of a farm previously purchased by 
the town as a parsonage,* and twenty cords of wood an« 

♦ The present residence %nd farm of Mr. DaviU II. Gregory, 

10 
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* iraally. To this iDTitation Mr. Mardoek relanied an «f» 

firmative answer. 

The ordioatioa services took place June 23d« 1803. 
The tntrodiielory prayer was oflfefed by Rev. Hesekiah 

Goodrich of Ruti and ; sermon by Rev. Jonathan Mur- 
dook of Bozrah, Conn., from 1 Peter, i: xvii, — Which 
things the angels desire to look into'' ; ordaining prayer 
by Rev. Joseph Sumner, D. D., of Shrewsbury ; the 
charge by Rev. Asaph Rice of Westminster ; the right 
hand of fellowship by Rev. Joseph Avery of Hoiden ; 

and the concluding prayer by Rev. Reuben Holcomb, of 
Sterling. The Rev. William Nash of Boyiston with the 
ehurch under his charge, were also present on this occa* 
sion. ' 

During Mr, Murdock's ministry in Princeton, the 
ehurch was greatly strengthened by accessions to its 
numbers and graces ; especially in the year 1810, when, 
through the blessing of God on his preaching, a revival 
of religion wasexperienoed among the people, and near* 
)y fifty were made subjects of converting grace. Of that 
number several are still living, who remember the pe* 
riod with joyful emotbns. This was the first general re* 
vival after the settlement of the town. 

Ah a substitute for the old church covenant, the follow- 
ing articles of faith and covenant were, after due delih* 
eration, adopted by the cbnrcb with great nnanimity,* 
Nov. 1, 1810. 

1. ^* Yoa believe that there is one God, the creator and propri- 
etor of all wovlds, a bemg of infimte power, wisdom, justice^ 

T1io0e who voted in Uie negative" say the oliQrcIi recordu, •* declared, 
Ihit they fuUy apprmd tMih tbe Articles and CohAwIod* except that thegr 
coald not Me fit to rtqtiirB any acknowledgement* of particular sine, as in tht 
parenthesis In Uie ftnt section of the Covenant, though tb^ were wiliinf thnt 
all candidates fof »imisiten who lelt disyossd should make inch adcnowiedft- 
menis.'* 
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goodneflf and troth ; the laltaMlent, indepeodeat tnd !»• 
cbnogealile fbaoUinaf all good 

^ d. You believe that the scripttifee of the Old and New Tee** 
tament were written by inspiration of God ; and that they con« 
tain a complete and hannonions mtem of religious truths and 
. precepts, by which we o«fht to form onr doetrinal belief and 
regulate our religions practice. 

3. You believe, aecording to the scriptorsi^ that in the untly 
" of the Godhead there exists a trioity of persons, Father, Soo^ 

and Holy Ghost ; and these three persons are one in essencOi 

and equal in nil divine attributes. 

4. "You believe that God hath made all thinn^s for hirueelf ; 
that fie exercises a particuiar providence over all worlds, and 
regiilriteg and governs all things, according- to the holy and un* 
changeable counsels of his own wisdom and rroodneiss. 

5. "Yon believe that the law of God, the principles and whole 
administriitioa oi the divine government, are perfectly holy, just 
fuid good. 

6. ** You believe that oar first parents were originally lioly and 
happy in the enjoyment of God's favor, till by voluntarily trans- 

Sensing in the garden, they fell from their original state, lost 
e imsffe and favor of God, and became proper sabjects of 
^verlastmg condemnation. 

7* ^ Yon believe that the apostaey of onr first parents in- 
solved all their ofispring in its dreadful consequences, so that 
till renewed by the power of God, all the sons and daughters of 
Adam are dead in trespasses and sins — have carnal minds, 
which are at emnity against God — and do Uve in the habitnal 
violation of all his commands ; for which reason they are proper 
nnbjects of everlasting condemnation. 

8. " You believe that God, out of his mere pfood pleasure, and 
to manifest tlie riches of his mercy, has devised a plan of re- 
demption; that in fult^^lment of this g^raciuus plan, the Son of 
God became incJirnate, lived a iife of holy obedience on eaith, 
suffered and died on the cross, (as is stated in the scriptures) and 
thus made infinite a4:ooeraent for sin, and laid a fQundation for 
the free pardon and complete salvation of every penitent believer 
in him. 

9. **Yoa believe that all who hear the gospel are invited to 
come and share in the salvation which is by Jesus Christ, and 
that whosoever will, may come and take of this water of liAi 
freely ; yet snch is the perversity and opposilioD of the carnsl 
heart to fMi and to the gospel^ that none will come to Chnst, 
till the Father, by the special regenerating influence of his Ho* 
if Spirit, draw them. 

10. Yon bdteve Ihit thoea wheembisee Chegospsl were 
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chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, unto salva- 
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth ; 
and that the Holy Spirit, the third person in the trinity, whose 
office it is, does re^enemteand afterwards direlt in all the beira 
of aalfation, working in theii^ both to will and to do^ according 
to the good pieaanre of God. 

IL Yott believe that there is no condemnation to them who 
have believed in Christ Jesus ; but notwithstanding their weak- 
ness and inability of themselvea to etand, they are kept by the 
Blighty power of God, through faith, unto salvation. 

12. " You believe that Christ has a visible church on earth, 
into which all his real disciples and they only, ought to be ad- 
mitted ; that the members of a particular cbi!rf!h ?ire required to 
ivatch over, counsel and assist each other as bretfjien ; and that 
if any walk disorderly and will not be reclaimed| they ought lo 
be cut otf t rum the church. 

13. " You believe that tlio Sacraments of the New Testament 
are Bciptisai and the Lord's iSupper; that believers of regular 
churcli standing only, consistently partake of the sacred Sup- 
per ; and that believers, together with their hoiiseliolds, and they 
only, can be consistently admitted to the ordinance of Baptism. 

14. " You believe that at the second coming of Christ there 
will be a jg^eneral resurrection of ^he bodies both of the just and- 
of the oiijuat; that the whole human race will then stand be- 
lore ihe judgment^eat of Christ, to receive sentence according' 
to the deeds done in the body; and that from the judgment* 
eeat the wicked will go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life etemah 

*^ J&f you un&md ruerve^ tmw ikia to be 

The following covenant was subscribed : 

" You, in obedience to the gracious invitations of the p^ospel, 
do now, with religious fear, approach the living God, m the 
name of Jesus Christ, to take upon you Inn everlasting Covenant. 
And in the first place, you come and lay yourself at the i'eet of 
CM) as a guilty rel>el, begging for mercy. Before God, angels, 
and men, yon confess' with grief and self abasement that yoa 
were conceived in sin, and shapenin iniquity; that you have 
been an enemy to God and to bis holy government, and have 
abused bis long suffering, and slighted his gracious oilers of 
pardon and eternal life. You come before him, from your very 
soul ashamed of yourself* You blush and are ashamed to lilt up 
your Ikee unto God, yeai even confounded at the remembranco 
of your innumerable sins and immense criminality. Particular* 
ly you come mourmng for your open and scandalous violations 
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t^Tthe lit 5ld ^^comoNuidiiieDtB, or Ar your (hare memioft 
lit Atheiim, infidality, oppositkMi to the eroii of Chriit dd. 
Neglect or piofanatlon of GodTe wcmhip and ordinuieeei 3d* 
ImfaDity, and Irrevemce for things aacred. 4Uu Profanation 
nod violation of tlie Sabbath. 5lh. Oiaobedience to parentiy 
disrespect and nndatifol cMUBgi^ towarda superioii, pnde, and 
overbearing or nnkind behavior towards inferioca 6tli« Indnl* 
geoce of angry, malicious, revengeful paauom, or of a quarrel* 
some, contentious, unroproiful and unforgiving temper. 7th. 
Unchaste^ filthy conversation and behaviour, whoredom, adulte* 
ry, revilinfT's, drcnkenncas. 8th. Thef^, robbery, extortion, 
cheating, oppressions of the poor, the widow or tatherless ; dis- 
honesty, prodigality. Hth. Perjury, lying, backbiting, talebear- 
ing. iOlh. Covetousness, onvy, avarice, selfishnesd ; or any 
other sin which may be thoufrht proper.) And you do now, us 
you humbly hope and trast, with unfeigned aorrow, approach the 
heart searcliinj,^ God, and cast yourself down before liic throne as- 
a guilty helpless sinner, supphcaiuj^ fjr pardon and eternal life 
through the atoniog biood of the Lamb. And you moreover caH 
Heaven and fiarth to witneea, that yon thia day avouch the Lord 
Jehovah, Father, Son and Jlcdy Ghost* to he your God and por- 
tion, and give up yoaraelf» ioal and body, to him In everlastin? 
covenant ; that yoocooaeerate all your powers and faculties, and 
nil your worldly posaessiena, to his service and glory ; and sol- 
emnly promise, in dependence on divine grace and aaaistancey 
(without which yon can do nothing) that henceiorth, renooncinc 
all other Lords and forsaking every sinful way, you will love and 
serve and cleave to the Lord your God, as your chief good and 
your everlasting portion ; tliut you will walk humbly and peni- 
tently before him, in ail tilings seeking tho honor of his name 
and the interest of his kingdom; that you will submit yourself 
iinreservedly to his government, and labor to keep ail his lioly 
■commandments ; that yon will daily seek coiiiniuiiiori with him 
in private, and will regularly atleud fauiily and public wordhip, 
and all divine ordinances, so far as you shall have opportunity; 
that you will o-ive diliirent heed to the suggestions and influ- 
ences of his lloly Spini, and study lioL to grieve that blessed 
Comforter to depart from you ; that yoo will continually look 
onto Jeaus Christ as your example, yoorLord, youratrength and 
yoor Redeemer ; and that denying all oogodlinesa and eveiy 
moMly lust, yon will henceforth make it yonr great and con- 
ntant care to live aoberly, righteously and godly in thia preaent 
evil world, till it ahall please God, in his inflnite mercy to take 
jrott to hiinsdif. And you do here publicly before God, and with 
a desire to aerve him, join yourself to thi3 as a true church. You 
^promiae to walk with thia church in the faith and order of ikt 

10* 
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gospel, engaging, unreservedly, to submit yourseif to its disci- 
pline, so far as conformable to the rules oi the gospel. You 
promise to attend all the ordinances of the gospel, and the sac- 
raments of the New Testament with us ; and to strive as nriuch 
as in yoii lies to promoLe the peace, the eiliiicatioii and the pu- 
rity of this church, to which you now make these solem covenant 
engagements." 

Dr. Murdock continued minister of the town for twelve 
years. The connection of pastor and parish bad been 
one of ttDinterrupted harmony. The intimation of his 
intention to remove, upon being appointed Professor of 
the Learned Languages in the University of Ycrtnont^ at 
Barltngton* was received with regr^ that circumstances 
had led to this result. The church, however, nnani« 
mously complied with the following re(^uest of their pas- 
tor :~ 

** My beloved brethren — The University of Verinoat 
having elected me to the oihce of Professor of the Learned 
Languages in their College at Burlington ; and the saia** 
ry which the town has been pleased to afford me having 
become quite inadequate to the support of my family, I 
am induced to request that you would unite with the 
town and myself in calling a mutual ecclesiastical Coun* 
cU to which we may refer the very interesting question 
of my dismission, and which shall have power to dissolve 
the connexion between us if they shall judge a separa- 
tion to be expedient and proper. 
I am Dear Brethren, 

Tour affectionate friend and Pastor. 

JAMES MURDOCK. 

Princeton, Oct 2d, 1815." 

The town having declined to unite with tho church 
and pastor Mr. Murdock solicited the church to unite 
with him in calling a council according to one of the 
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«ti|Mtlatk>as made at hia aettkmeat With thia reqoeat 
the church complied, cae only declining to vote. Con- 
sequently the council convened at the house of the Rev. 
Mr. Murdock Oct. 11^ 1815| and« ailer coDsideriDg the 
reason offered in the above commiinicatiaii which relatea 
to saJary, decided that this was not a snliicient reason 
why a dissolution should take place — as the town lu all 
probability would increase their paator'a salary if applied 
to. "But in consideratioQ of the vast importance," 
eays the Result of Council, " of those institutions in 
which young men are educated for the ministry and for 
ell the higher offices in society, the uniform practice in 
New England since its settlement to disraiss Pastors to 
fill thf office of President and Professors in our Colleges^ 
vrhen called to it, the great want of ministers at the pre« 
sent day, the deep interest which the Church in particu- 
' lar must feel in theinfont University of Vermont, the pe* 
culiar and eminent qualifications of the Rev. Mr. Mur« 
dock for the office to which he is elected, and the pros- 
pect of his being more extensively useful by a removal, 
we do think he is called in the providence of God to leave 
the people to whom he is justly so dear ; we do there- 
jfbre judge it expedient that he be dismissed from his pa»> 
toral reiatioiis to this church and he is hereby dismissed* 
While we sympathise with this Church and People under 
the removal of a Pastor they so highly esteem, we are 
no less happy in being able to express our unqualified ap- 
probation of the cond net of the church on this tender 
subject. The respect and kindness which both the 
Church and People have shown to their minister, and the 
pleasing union and harmony, wliich subsist among them, 
excite a pleasing hope and conhdent expectation, that 
they will make speedy and successful exertions for the 



Digitized by 



us 



rMeltlement of the gospel ttiiM6tf7,aBd know from Umg 
and happy experienoe bow good and how pleasant it is 

for brethren to dwell together iu unity. We affection- 
ately commend this Church and people and their late 
Pastor with his family to the mercf and grace of Ood 

and devoutly implore for them the beuediciioa of 
Heaven." 

In complying with tbe^'Resnlt" of the Eoclesiastical 

CJuuiicil which dissolved the conneciion of their Pastor, 
the church and town strongly expressed aii'ection fur his 
person, rented for his character, and gratitude for bis 

services. 

The Rev. James Murdock, D. D., was bom at Say- 
brook, Conn., Feb, 16, 1776. He graduated at Yale 
College, 1797. During the three or four years follow- 
ing he was engaged as a preceptor, first in the public 
grammar-school at New Ha?en, and afterward in Hamil* 
ton Oneida Academy.*' After tearing his official station 
in Princeton, he entered immediately on his new sphere 
of duty in the University of Vermont. In 1819 he was 
elected to the Brown Professorship of Sacred Rhetoric 
and Ecclesiasticai History in the Theological Seminary 
at Andoreri where be remained until October, 18S8| 
when he removed to New Haven, where he has since re* 
sided, devoting himself to the pursuit of ecclesiasticai 
history.* 

* Ponio of tho pul)lirr\tio!ig of Dr. Mtirdock, are the followina : 1. Sermoa 
on the nature of the Atonement, ildivered at Andover, 1803. 2« Elements of 
Dogmatic HLstury, trauslalcd from t1k5 German of Proksx r Wm. Muenscher 
of Marpurg, 1 vol. 12 mo., New Haven, 1830, 3. iianfiation ofDr. Moechiin'i 
iMftiluto of BMlMliiCic«l aiMiay, 3 Toii, S ¥0, New Haven, 1839. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Reli£(ioiui Diviiioii»*i^ttempt to settle Rev. Mr. Clarke— Reinon^trauco of ibe 
Chmdi— Cbaxch hat a right lo cbooee its own P&slor— Mr. Clarke's 
ply 10 Call— Saeottd eflbrt of tlia Town to aottia Mr Clarke— Hit Rqily—- 
Petition circulated throagh tbeTowB'-Callof Mniaai Council— Ite Bo- 
■nit— Protest of the Minority— Mr» Clarke*e Oovenani— Third Call of tho 
Town to Mr. Clai^o— Hla Boply and Sottleaaat 

After the dismissioii of Rev. Dr. Murdock, but a short 
time elapsed, before the comniittee of the Town, appoint* 

ed to supply the pulpit, invited Rev. Samuel Clarke to 
preach aa a candidate for settlement From that period, 
differences of opinion on religious doctrine, commenced 
developmeoty which^in their progresis, produced division 
in the parent parish, and extended their distracting influ- 
enee over civil, municipal, social, and private affaii^p. 
It was soon ascertained that Mr. Clarke preached a dif- 
ferent doctrine from bis predecessor, and from that pro- 
fessed by the church ; yet it appears that it was congenial 
with the sentiments and feelings of a majority of the 
citizens, but not of the church. 

A meeting was convened on the 25th of June, 1816, 
when, in accordance with an article inserted in the war- 
rant, the committee* to sui^ly the pulpit were instructed, 
48 to 44, to request Hn Samuel Clarke to return and 
preach farther with them in order for a settlement." At 
the request of Mr. Clarke's friends, a meeting of the 
inhabitants was warned to be held on the 26th of August 
following, to give him a call to settle with them in the 
work of the ministry, when the vote stood — for the can* 

* We have been credibly informed that it waa stated In open town meeting 
by one of the leading friends of Mr. Clarke, that It waa their design, in select- 
ing a committee to supply thepttlpit, to elect each as they knew would not 
ampk^ A CalYittist. 
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didate lOS, against 44. At the same time, a committee* 

was also appointed to request the Deacons of the church 
to call a church meetiog, to see if they would concur ia 

this iovitation. Accordingly the church, as a diatinci 

body, respectable in point of number8,t met on the ^ii 

of September, and by a large majority, 19 to 8, refused 
to unite in this call to Mr. Clarke. 

The town, not satisfied with the action of the church, 
subsequently made the second ineilectual attempt to pro- 
cure their concurrence, when the ?ote stood — for con* 
currence 8, against 21. From this time, it appears that 
the town resolved to proceed independent of the church, 
and, disregarding their rights and privileges, to impoee 
upon them a pastor whose sentiments they greatly disap- 
proved and whose ministry they could never conscientious- 
ly attend. Accordingly, they communicated their inten* 
tions to Mr. Clarke, requesting him to settle with thenr 
in the gospel ministry, and at the same time proposing 
to give him an annual salary of $600. The church, oa 
the other hand, forwarded the following strong, but re- 
spectful remonstrance to Mr. Clarke, against his accepts 
ing the call of the town : 

^ To Mr. SttMud CSarht^ eoMtdidaUJwr (hA Go^ Mimsbry. 

^ Dear Sir The Chareb of Christ in Princeton, being appri- 
sed of the call you have received from the town of Piinceton to 
settle with them in the work ot the gospel ministry, take the 
liberty to address you on the subject, to which we invite your 
serious and candid attention. However much we may need a 
minister of the gospel to reside among us ; an J however desirous 
we may be to obtain one who shall preach to us and to our 
children the unsearchable riches of Christ, yet we cannot con- 
sent to receive one under such circumstances and with such 
prospects as arc now presented to our view. Wo are brouo^ht 
to this conclusion not through disaffection to your person, nor 

*AbUa]i Harrington. t ^^^^y-^f ouUe members. 
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any deficiency in yonr abilities, of any faalt we find in your 
moial character; but especially &r the Billowing reaaona, which 
are with as of primary consideration, and which wepreanme 
70a cannot view with indi^rence. We preaent them to you 
distinctly* The first is» becanse we cannot consent to give up 
<mr rights and privileges, and sanction the irregularity of receive 
ing a minister in whose call and settlement we liave not a prima^ 
ty and distinct choice. 

' ^ We understand it to have been the invariable custom of 
the New-Eogland churches, in their earlier and better days, 
and which has not till of late l>een disregarded, in the fiiSt place 
to make choice of their own minister, and then to invite the 
town or parish to concur in their election and call, and to aid 
in the settlement This is the practice to which we have ever 
been accustomed, and which we view as our natural, inherent 
right, founded in reason and the sacred principles of Christianity, 
Bnr] which we are, at present by no means prepared to surrender, 
VVe hold it as an unquestionable truth, that every church of 
Christ has an inalienable right to choose its own pastor and 
teacher; and that the exercise of this right is conducive to the 
prosperity of religion and the welfare of civil society, wiiiie the 
denial or suspension of it is of the most inauspicious tendency. 
We cannot therefore view with indifference the introduction of 
a different practice among our churcehs, nor without tlio dcep- 
edl concern the attempt to introduce it in this place, by the 
circumstances of the call with which you have been presented. 

"The other reason why we cannot consent to receive you as 
oar minister, is because we are not satisfied with the doctrmes 
which you have preached and which it is presumed you will 
eontinue to preach, should you be settled here. .However cor* 



you may say, yet we are constrained to think that your scheme 
of doctrine is not fundamentally that which is revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures. Without any impeachment of your honesty 
we must view the gospel which you preach to be radically a 
d^erent thing firom that preached by Christ and his apostles, 
and which the pnmitive and reformed churches received. It is 
with no small concern we have viewed the attempt recently 
made incur own country to alter and mutilate the sacred rec- 
ords of our I'aitii ; to lower down the character of our divine 
and adorable Saviour to that of a mere man or of a mere crea- 
ture ; and to subvert the foundation of our heavenly hopei?j laid 
in the sacrifice of atonement offered on the cross. Wc wish 
not to [lave a scheme of religion, of whijh these are some of 
the leading principles, preached in this j^Iace. However many 




however many good things 
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euaded that it will not conduce to our own edification, to the 
good of our children, nor to the spiritual weilare of tlic people 
iii tiiis town. 

*^ For these reasons, sir, we are constrained to dissent from the 
call yoo have received from the Town, and respectfully to re- 
moDBtrate against your settlement in this place in the characCer 
of a gospel minister* We hope yoa will take these things into 
Berious and prayerfal consideration, and act, in the viewcf 
them, as wisdom and prudence may direct. We entertiuQ a 
good degree of confidence that you will not, by an acceptance 
of the call, sanction the irregularity under which it has been 
, obtained and presented, and thus aid in deprivinif us of our 
rights, and in breaking down the walls which separate the 
church of Christ from the world ; and that yon will not suffer 
yonrs!p]f to be obtruded upon us not only without, but against 
our consent. Should you be settled here under existmnf cir- 
cumstances, you must it seems, be sensible of tlie criLical sit- 
uation in wliich you will be pl iced, f?nd be destitute of that 
])rospect of harmony and usefulneBs which ought to have *a 
weighty and r^overning influence with those who engage in 
the aiduous and highly reppoiisiblo work of the o-ospel ministry. 
Our hope and requeoL is, Unit you will spceddy negative the 
cull you have received from the town of Princeton." 

Such were the objections presented to Mr. Clarke by 

a very large majority of the cliurch. Of the validity of 
the first, it is due to that majority to state that the set- 
tlers of New England adopted the congregational sys- 
tem as tlieir ecclesiastical constitution, and early intro- 
duced the '* Canabridge Platform.*' la that Piatiorm 
the following declarations are found : Officers are to 
be culled by such churches whereunto thej; are to minis- 
ter. Of such moment is the preservation of this power, 
that the churches exercised it in the presence of the 
apostles. The power granted by Christ unto the body 
of the church and brotherhood, is a prerogative or priv- 
ilege which the church does exercise, in choosing their 
own officers, whether elders or deacons."* Cotton Ma- 
ther who wrote the early ecclesiastical history of the 

* Chap* TiU. 8«c fit and Cliaii. z. Sw. 5» ^ 
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eoofregaiioaatiits, qaotea the foiiovriag eonolasioos 
piieMive of the sentitnenta of an Aaaembly of Congre* 

gaiional ministers who were convened at Cambridge, ia 
Ibe early days of ourcouatry . A body of Christians 
associated for all the ordinances of the gospel, are a 
church of our glorious Lord which have among other 
precious pnriieges, a righi from Him to choose their own 
pastors. The churches which hato reeorered this right 
from the oppression of man, under which many churches 
of the reformation are to tiiis day groaning, ought to^ecp 
the precepts and the favors of the Lord, and not eaaily part' . 

with what he has given tlicin. To introduce a practice 
io the choice of a pastor which beiog followed, may soon 
brings pastor to foe chosen for a church, which few yea 
noneofthe church have voted for, would be to betray and 
oven destroy a most valuable right tliat such a society has 
a claim unto; and many evil consequences are to be ez« 
pected from it^' To these quotations Mr. Mather adds, 
this pertinent remark,-!-^' 'Tis very certaiu, that the 
right of a church to choose Us own pastor was recognized 
and exercised in all the times of primUive Christianity ; 
yea 'twas one of the last things that the man of sin 
rarished from the people of God. The taking away of 
this privilege from the people, is by Calvin justly called 
M^'a spolurtlo, a spoil impiou^^ly pommitted ou the 
church of God*'M» 

We add one extract more from the Result of an Eci» 

clesiastical Council at Sandwich, relative to tiie usages 
of the early New-England Churches i—f* It is a truth of 
sufficient importance to be repeated, and too clear to be 
contested, that the church is a distinct body, independent 
of the parish for its existence and for the exercise of its 

aatio Diiciplint, pp. IG, 17, Sa 
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rights. Churches are of divioe iostitutioo, and subject 
to the laws of Christ ; pwrukes are of bamaB oalalilMi* 
ment, aod sobject to iiiiinan laws. Aaiong tbo ittiioroal 

and essential rights of a church, the right of electing its 
bwn pastor is on of the last to be sarrendered. By the 
same dirine aotbority bj wbiob clmrelies ate iaslttoied^ 

it is ordained that they should have pastors. The sa* 
ered pastoral office is not of maoj bat of Ood« There is 
evidence most authentic and abmidantythaCin the ptinii* 

tive times, the right of churches to elect their own pas- 
. tors was universally exerci§ed and held most sacred f 
and as emphatically said by one of the ftithers of New^ 
£ngland, * it was one of the last things that the Man of 
Silt, ravisiied from the people of Grod.' This right is 
distinctly asserted by the Platform of our chttrebes, 

which for a long course of years has had the sanction of 
our legislative and judicial authorities; and from the 
earliest periods of oar history it has been exefoisei 
throughont New^^England^ with very few exceptions and 
sery little interruption/'* 

It is true that the usages of the charoh varied soiae- 
what at difiTerent periods. Under the Oolooial govern- 
ment the election of a gospel minister was exclusively 
with the church, and none, but members were petoiitied 
to exercise ''the right of soflBrage in any important ooa* 
cern/* Under the Provincial government, the congre- 
gation were admitted to a oonourreoi vole in the settle- 
ment of a minister, — the rigki of the church Co proceed 
and elect their own pastor being preserved inviolate. 
Under the constitution and laws of the commonwealth of 
Hassachuaetts, the rights of the town or congregalum 
were enlarged and those of the church somewhat im« 

. ♦ Hnoptiil, to), ziii. pp, 977,978. 
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paired ■ but still the right of the church to elect its owa 
iiiinister was uot taibea away, The mode of setUing 
mMmim" mid Ibe veatrable Jodge Sedgwick, ** hat 

contiaued in every reipect the same, since the establish* 
ment of tbo coaaUtatkm as it was belore*'* The law 
iaikiid gate a town or pariah a dvii right to elect their 
own minister; but when chosen, he was a mere civil 
offioer or teacher, and not a minister of the gospeL » 

CoaeerDittg the aeeond ofajection in the remomtraiioe 
ef the church to the settlement of Mr. Clarke, we need 
uot remark. The fact that he preached a doctrine, ei^ 
omtiaUy diiarisg from that whiehf in their Tiev, wae 
vevealed in the Holy Scriptures, was sufficient toanthor^ 
120 them in their refusal to receive him as their pastor.^ 

As might be expected fnim a eiadidate, for the im« 
portent work oftl^ gospel ministry , on reeelTing eucht 
remonstrance from the church, Mr« Clarke negatived the 
eatt of the town, on the dOih of September. The fidlow^ 
i»g is an extract from bis letter declining said inritatioa i 
— The iifst reason I have to olSer for not complying 
with your invitatioa ie that there appears to be thet 
vrant of tioaaimity and harmony in your prooeedinga 
whicli are desirable and necessary iu the settlement of a 
minister, I do sot feel willing to settle under so greal 
an opposition when compared with the number in my 
favor. Had I any reason to suppose thai in case I should 
eetile with you, most of those who are now opposed toi 
me would attend upon my religious iostruetions, treat ' 
me with friendship and christian love and strive to pro-» 
mete the union and welfare of the Town, this objection 

* By a Tottt of the divieli Ttafiday, tko SOUi day of Dooember wm Mt tpm 
Sfladayofpttblicfiwtins andpiayoc Ker. E. Biaekwood of WMfbocoaiH 
jpnachodott tboosctaiMia 
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would be done away ; but from conversation I had with 
some of them, before leaving Princetoii afid from a re- 
laonstrance which has been handed Co 
church, I have reason to suppose that raost of those who 
are opposed are determined not to receive me as minia* 
ler of the the town or Pastor of the charoh, and consor 
qaentlj my life would be rendered nnfcappy, my iisefnt- 
ness be diminished and the peace of the town in a great 
measure destroyed. This reason, therefefe^ has vnth 
me considerable weight. Another reason for my not 
complying with your invitation is because there are so 
many who appear to be indifferent towards roe, who do 
not vote at all. I have understood that there are more 
than two hundred voters in town. It appears that only 
one hundred and forty-seven have voted in this casoj 
forty*four of whom are opposed ; so that not more than 
one half of the town are really my friends. I have always 
eonsidered that those who did not vote should be counted 
on the side of opposition. It was my request and con* 
stant prayer while I was with you, and it was my hope, 
that every person woukl act either for or against me, so 
that I should be left in no donbt respecting the minds of all; 
aad could I now be satisfied that, as some have suggested, 
thos4 who did not vote are my friends and really wish 
to have me for their minister, my first objection wotM 
in a grent measure cease ; but so long as so many are 
opposed and so many iadifierent I shall feel unwilling to 
settle with yon. But my principal objection against 
complying with your invitation is that I conceive the en- 
couragement you offer me is not sufficient. From what 
I can learn respecting the expenses of living the salary 
you offer me without any settlement or any perquisites, 
is not sufficient to support a minister and raise him above 
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ptemiary ettbarrafltomU Shoold I ever be •ettled I* 
bMI wMh far a ce aye i a u cy aad nothin; more ; io that 

I may be enabled to pursue my studies and attend to my 
faraah diiiiea witk pfofit to aayaelf and people, whicli 
oettMl be doae by these wbo are oMiged te attend le 

other employments besides their profession in order to 
lire abave embarrassment. I have thus stated my rea«> 
seoe to yoa fairly and eaodidiy, ead they are of suob 
weight with me that 1 have felt it my duty to answer* 
your call in the negative."* 

Tbe AcMBds ef Mr. «lariw» Mt satisfied with what iied. 

l«*aiaspired, a town meeting was warned, to be held on 
the Idtb day of October, to take ioto coaaideratioa his 
reply* At this aieetiog a eomnuttee was eheseQ» to* 
eee what furtlier encouragement it would be proper te 
•oCer Mr. Clarke as an inducetoeat to settle in the work 
of tbe aiuustryJ ' Thie coiemitlee mporled in addithw 
to tbe before stated adary the sen of four hundred dot* 
lars asa settiemeat." At the adjournment, on the l^tk. 
of the same moath, after a proftraotec^ debate, the report 
was accepted, and the eall renewed^ when the vote - 
•stood— yeas 66, nays 49. 

Mr« Clarke ^finding tbe oppeskkm iadeziUei answered 
the town nefetivefy a seeond time, on the 10th of No^- 
urerober. We subjoia an extract from his second reply : 
Fat this renewed mark of your respect and attecfe* 
mot be asenred I fael the highest gratiHide. Bot my' 
friends I cannot express to you the anxiety I liave expo- 
rkmofld sinee yon renewed jfonr iavitaiioa* It having 
iieen represented to im by many that ehonld I settle 
with yoii, those who did not vote either for or against 
OM^ would ttiMioubiedly naile under my inatructiona, and 
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that most if not all the oppofiition wouM cease» I felc ic 
my diit J both to you and myself to returo into town aad 
satisfy myself on the subject. I hive therefore takea 
such measures for the purpose) as wisdom and prudence 
appeared to dictate^ and have obtained suffieieni knowl^ 
edge of the state of the town as to enable me to come le 
a result. Be assured that this result has not been a hasty 
mie. In the presence of God I can say that dnty aad 
conscience ha?e dictated it. I have again cooeladed to 
answer you in the negative. I have been brought to this 
conclosion from the conTiction that I can neither be 
useful or happy as your minister. If the word of thoae 
who profess to be Christians can be relied on, i am con- 
Yinced that the greater part of those who are opposed to 
me are determined not to unite in my settlement or at* 
tend on my religious instructions. I am satisfied too 
that the greater part of those who have not voted, al- 
though they cannot be said to be opposed, are yet indKf> 

fcrent ; that they car) not Ije considered as my real friends 
and would for choicl^ rather not have me for their teacher. 
I am satisfied also that some who are my real friends winh 
me nor to stay under the present gloomy prospects."* 

On the termination oi the second attempt, it seems 
that Mr. darkens friends were still dissatisfied. A 
person was appointed to circulate a petition throughout 
the town for another meeting, to see if the town would 
renew their inritation. One hundred and fife signatwea 
were obtained. We subjoin the conclusion of tins peti- 
tion, — ** Fearing the most alarming consequences if we 
do not succeed in inviting and encouraging him toseltte 
with us in the Christian ministry, we do earnestly en* 
treat you, once more^ as soon as may be, to call a towa 

*T»waBMaiii» 
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MtCiilg* lo see it the town will renew their inTitstioo t» 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, to become their Christ j.ui minister.^ 
The petitioa was addressed to the selectmeni aud coo* 
•equeotly a meeting was warned, which convened on 
the 1 1th of February, 18 1 7. A renewal of ihc inviiaiiuii . 
with a request for concurrence on the part of the church, 
resuhed — jwas 81, nays 44 ; but no further pecuniary 
encouragement was oiicred to the caiiilulaie. The 
•hnrchy however, by a vole of twenty to six refused con- 
eurrencey and at the same time requested the town to 
dismiss the idea of settling Mr. Clarke, and to give di* 
rections to their commitlee to engage some oilier can* 
didate, in whom it was possible they might all be united 
and live in harmony. 

To these solicitations of the church, the town in turn 
refused to give heed ; but at the adjournment of their 
meeting, on the 21st of February, they voted to refer 
their troubles to an Ecclesiastical Council. With this 
▼ole the chnrch concurred, doutless in hope of obtaining- 
relief. Letters missive, in the name of the church and 
town, were accordingly addressed to the church in Wor* 
cester under the charge of Rev. Dr. Bancroft, the church 
in Shrewsbury under the charge of Rev. Dr. Sumner^ 
that in Lancaster under the charge of Rev. Nathaniel 
Thayer, that in Rindge, N. H. under the charge of Dr. 
Payson, and that in Mitlbury under the charge of Rev* 
Joseph Goile, — cacii of which were represented by their 
pnator and delegate. The Council assembled at Prince* 
ton, March 6, 1817) and after taking into consideration 
various coiainuuications from the committees of the 
efanrch and town relating to the business on which they 
srere assembled, came to the following conclusion :— 
That by reason of existing diilicuiacs in ilus church 
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mi town ; tad as there is qpcoodby Pmidenee a pnmm 

pect of the re-settlement of the Christian ministry, if & 
4S^irit of mutual condescension and forbearance is in ex« 
ercise ; this Counoil do, after due deliberation, and id tte 
persiuasion that it will be more eoiidtieiv« to the restora* 
tion ot union than any other means they can devise, of* 
£ef for the coasideracioa ^ fhis church the foJlowuig ad^ 
vice^ That on the seventeenth day of the pneseot nuMithy 
llie brethren of this church be regularly noticed to as- 
semble in churcli meetings thai what assembled, tlie 
Che original covenant* of this chnreh, a copy of vihieb- 
accompanies the result of this council, and in which aa 
alteration will be found, to conform it to the language of 
ecripturOi be submitted to t^beir «oiuuderauoD. We as- 
sure the members who shall adopt this covenant that we 
will recognize them as tbe^luirchof Ghrish in Prince 
ton. After taking this step, we recommend to theia 
..as soon as may be, to subiuit to their body the question 
of concurrence with the town in the eleoikwt of Mr« 
Samuel Clarke, to be their minister* In case they shall 
concur, and he shall accept their invitation, we recom"- 
mend that a joint committee of the ckurch and town he 
Mthorized to issue letters missive for the purpose of to* 
siting an or4aiuing council to consummate the proposed 
union/' 

Only six of the ten individuals comprising the mutual 

council supportecl the '* result," while the remaining 
four entered the following Protest'' to the proceedings; 
^^We the undersigned^ members of the aforesaid couB" 
cil, materially differing in our views and convictions 
from the above Result, and believing tlie same repug- 

* A new churcli cavenant wa«! «f!!l>€titiitod (luring; tlie ministry ol &ev. DXr 
liuiUock^ fur ibe dM coveafmt, as nauraUii in a prev lous cliaptoc 
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nant to what duty requires, feel ourselves bouad in the 
fear of Qod, to enter our solemn Protest against Baid 
Result, for the following reason, viz : 

** 1. Because it recommends an unnecessary and un- 
ftitthofized aobTersion of the confession of faith and 
ferni of covenant adopted by this church in circumstan- 
ces peculiarly solemn,* and which appear to us happily 
csleolated to maintain the parity of the church in faith 
mod practice. 

" 2. Because said Result appears to us inconsistent 
mth the character given by inspiration of the church 
18 a pillar and ground of thetrath ; and as an unwar* 
rantable attack on the rights and usages of the New 
England churches, which have been unifcirmly reco^ 
nized from the infancy of the country to th^ present day. 

**S. Because said Result exhibits an alariniiig stretch 
of ecclesiastical power, which threatens the liberties and 
privileges, and even existence of Congregational church- 
es, by depriving them o( the right of choosing their 
own pastors, breaking down their sacred enclosures, and 
sobjecting them to the unenlightened guidance of the 
world. 

Because, in our view, said Result tends to perpet* 
late and increase unhappy divisions which exist in this 

church and society, and wliicli might prubably be heal- 
ed by such temperate measures as wisdom and duty ap- 
pear to dictate. 

*• With these views and impressions, we would fondly 
cherish the hope, that tlie good sense of the town of 
Princeton will lead them to make a solemn pause, before 
they adopt and pursue a course so apparently fraught 
with evils to themselves and their children after them ; 

* Ik tine of a spaeial levival of nUskm ia Maeoion Im Mia. 
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and that the mlnoritj of the church will seriously re^ 
fleet, and humUy bring the sabject to the throne of 
grace, before they depart from their solemn oorenant 
engagements to God and their bretiiren, abandon the 
faith which they professed before many witnesses, and 
surrender themselves into the hands of those who haiie 
never named the name of Christ. 

We caaaoC but deeply sympathize with this preciovs 
eection of the kingdom of our Lord in their present op- 
pressed au(i gloomy situation, in which we view them as 
suffering in the cause of truth and holiness. We advise 
and exhort them to stand fast in the ' liberty wherewith 
Chrisf lias made them free ; to bear with patience their 
present trials, and to be much m prayer tiiat God, in his 
mercy, would be pleased to tarn their capitrity, and 

cause light to arise upon ihem in the midst of obscurity. 

At the same time we recognise them as a true 
church of Christ, and tender them our best wishes and 
friendly counsel and assistance in all matters and things 
conducive to their spiritual prosperity. 

With most fervent wishes for tlie harmooyt peace 
and religious welfare of the church and people of 
Princeton, we close this our solemn Protest, which we 
found ourselves in duty bound to offer, and humbly 
. commend them to the favor and guidance of the greail 
Head of the chuich,*'* 

The original covenant referred to in tlie Kesult of the 
Mutual Council, is one that was adopted by the church 
on the 9th day of November, 1767, termed covenant 
for the admission of members.** Rev. Timothy Fuller 
was the pastor of the church in Princeton, at that time, 

• 8ifn«dbyRev* Setii Fayfon, I>*D, B«v« Joibph GdA, Eldtr Ollm 
Bond and B. Bfoira* 
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1^ Ibo ooTtMiH W8i Vied until 1810. Thm tbe 

proposed alteration of pfaraseology, in order to make the 
oovenani conforaiable to tbe language of scripture," 
would €«ieiitiaUy ehoage the cbar aeter of the inatm- 
naent, and make it as diaeimilar to the origina] coYe» 
nanl of the church as UmtaiiaDism is ualike Trinita* 
lianiem, wae tbe opinion of mamj at the time. That the 
reader mj have the opportnnitj of comparing the two 
for himself we transcribe the covenant as altered, iern^ 
nd Mr. Clarke's coTenanti and refer him to page 90 for 
ib0 original 

"You declare your firm belief in one infinite and eternal 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and vve in him, and in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by hiir.. 
You believe that the sacred scriptures are of divine original^ 
and contain our wliole duty as it relates to practice. 

" You resolve to conform your life to the rules of God's word 
till death, and give up yourself to God the Father as your por- 
tion, to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as your Re- 
deemer, and to the Holy Ghost as jour sasctifier, guide and 
comforter. 

^ Yon aeknowledge your Indispensable obUgatkm to serve 
and glorify God in a sober, holy life, and promise to Uts in 
obedience to him, walking in all his ordinances blameless. 

^ You promise, b v divine aid to walk with the church in the 
faith and order of the gospeU attending the public worship of 
God, the sacraments of the New Testament, the discipline of 
the church, and all his holy institutions, so long as you may 
be continued in the place. 

"You promise to devote your offspring to God, and to in- 
Btruct them m the principles and practice of religion ; carefully 
avoiding every appearance cf evil and every temptation to sim 

" This you engage, flying to the blood of the everlasting 
covenant for the pardon of ell your sins, and praying" that the 
God of Peace, who brought aijain t^rom the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep would prepare and strengthen 
you to every good work, to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whoui be glory forever and forever. Amen.** 



On the 17th day of March, 1817, the day appointed by 
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the coancily the ehureh net at the Town House, and, afr 

ter a*' candid deliberation," voted, to reject the recom- 
mendation of said couQcil, as an unauthorized and arbi- 
trary infriogemeDt opon their privileges and rights. On 
this occasion, 20 voted non-concurrence, 8 to concur, 
and 2 were neuter. On the same day^ the town held an 
adjourned meeting, at which they ordered that a eopy of 
the result of said council he presented to a committee, 
and that said committee notify Mr. Samuel Clarke of his 
third call to settle with them in gospel ministry^ as soon 
as may be. 

Our limits do not permit us to transcribe the third let- 
ter of Mr. Clarke, accepting the invitation of a majority 
of those who voted in the town. We however give an 

extract. Under date of April 6, 1617, be writes : 

♦* My Brethren, T come to you with the deepest humility, 
sensible of my own insutliciency for so grreat an undertaking; 
yet relying on the mercy and assistance of that pfrcat and good 
Bein^, who has hilherto directed my steps, and praying ihat in 
this tryinor and important hour he would not forsake, but still 
continue to prosper and bless me, I como breathing nothin^ij but 
love and peace. It is from the conviction that your harmony 
«nd happiness is to be promoted by having me as your minister, 
that I have concluded to accept yoar call* I have been satisfied, 
from the disposition yoo discovered towards me after I gave my 
last answer, and from your recent conduct and zeal, that you 
are really and firmly attached to me, and ttiat this attachment 
and afiection will be continued so long as I shall be in any da* 
gree worthy of them. It is my desire, therefore, to come to you 
m the fulness of the Gospel of peace, ardently praying that I 
may be made an instrument of promoting your peace and joy m 
Heaven. 

**ye!, tny brctbrer!. while T rnjoicn in the belief that I shall 
be happy and useful among you, i do most sincerely lament that 
I have not been po fortunate as to effect a greater degree of 
unanimity than exists in the ciuircii and town. It is nu unjjleas- 
ant thing for me to settle with you contrary to the wislies of any 
individual in this place. Nevertheless, from the acquaintance I 
h^ve with those opposed to my settlement, from the civilty an4 
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respect with which I have ever been personally treated by them, 
I am fully satisfied that althoufrh tlicy cannot at present regard 
me with favor as a preaclier, yet they ^vlll ever regard me with 
that friendship and charity which are due from man to man, and 
from Christian to Chrjatian, and that they will never do any 
thing designedly to injure my character, or my feelings. 1 
believe that I can say nom the heart, that 1 feel towards them 
the love and afibction of a Christian ; that they have, and always 
will have my prayers and best wishes, and that I shall at til 
times be read v to extend to them the hand of fellowship, of 
consolation and of Christian love. 

^ From yoor past eqf^ressions of kindness and affiiotion I feel 
assured, my Christian friends, that they will be continued to 
me; that in nl! scaF^ons of wont, ofdistrc??, nf nflliction and trial, 
you will bo ready to assist, advise, and comfort me ; that I shall 
always have your prayers, tliat I may be faithful to you and 
myself, and that you will do all in your power to streiirrthen my 
hands, and encourage my heart. You will I trust always find 
me ready to do every thinsf in your behalf winch belong-s to me 
as a Christian miiJiater and a Uidii. Let it then be our united 
prayer to the throne of grace, that should our contemplated 
vnion be consommated, It may "be productive of the happiest 
consequences both as it regards oor present and eteraal peaceg 
that we may be enabled to walk together in the exercise of all 
the mild and peaceftil ipraces of our holy religion. Let us be 
much in piayer to God for light and direction. And O, may it 
be our happiness to be mutual sources of improvement and com- 
fort in this life and of joy and rejoicing in the day of the Ii[>rd 
iesus.'* 

Mr. Clarke was ordained at Princeton, June 18, 1817* 

The sermon on this occasion was preached by Hev. Dr, 
Pierce of Brookline, 
13 
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GHAPT£R IX. 

Ctfl of Goanca by tlw Cbnreli— ResQlt-OrgtaiwCioii of tfio Ptmibftmiam 
Chuidi— Raliag St4«n-*CaU to Mr. Bond— Accessionf to tbe Clmicli 

and Congregation— New Meeting House— Seizure of Property to pay 
Ministerial Rates — Seizure of the body— Mr. Jnhn ff. Brooks carried to 
Jail — Suit, Samuel Brooks vs. Town — Mutual iSeUlement of the contro* 
versy — Settlement of Mr. Phillips— Origin of Division — Mr. Clarke's dii»- 
mtssion — Biogniphical Notice — Proposal for a Umon— i'xfiit Pariiii, auU 
Mr. Cowlea' settlement and dismission. 

The oppoBiiion manifested to the call of Mr. Clarke 
grew stronger after his ordination, and many left the 

usual place of worship. Previous to that event however, 
the oburoh determined to call an Ecclesiastical Council 
to give them ad?ice at this important crisis. Letters 

missive, in the uiune of the church, were accordingly 
addressed lo five churches to ad vise in the case^ hy vir«' 
tue of which the Council assembled at Princeton on the 

^20l\i of April, Idi7 , at the house of Caleb Mirick, Esq. 
It consisted of Rev. Dr. Payson of Rindgc, N. 11. , Rev. 
J)r. Crane of Nofthbridge^ Rev. Dr. Snell of Brookfield^ 
Rev. Joseph Goffe of Millbury and Rev. Gaius Conant of 
Paxton, — each clergyman being also accompanied by a 
delegate. After the organisation of said Council the 
subscribers to the covenant which was recommended by 
the former Ecclesiastical Council, who formed the mi^ 
norily of the church, together with others, were inform* 
ed that the council was proceeding to business ; and 
that they were ready to receive any communications 
they were disposed to make. Their doings will be best 
ascertained from the accompanying result* 

" Received several communications from the committee of the 

church, relalinrr to the repeated invitations given by the town 
to Mr. Samuel Clarke to be their minister, — the doings of an 
Eccle^in«>ticfil council lately convened lor the pnrpo.se of givintr 
Xk^u advice upon the subject of their future proceedings ; and 
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the conscientions scruples of the church in complying with 

their advice, and in setting under the ministry of Mr. Clarke in 
case he should be rstablishod as a tcnchcr in tho tnvrn, nn nc- 
count of his rclit/ious opinions, in some essential particulars so 
diverse from their own, so opposite to the covenant they had 
adopted and the p-03] )ci of Jesus Christ. Mavino; also had a 
friendly interview with Mr. Clarke, in which he frankly avowed 
his reli^nous o{uninn.-, on which the church founded their objec- 
tions to him as ihcir pastor and teacher, and of which they ap- 
pear to liave formed correct conceptions. Whereupon we 
would express our sympathetic feelings for the church in 
Princeton, with them deeply deplore their unhappy state, and 
lament the warned power of the late EccleeiasUcal Ck>iiiicil, 
80 unprecedented in our coun r} and so nnauthorized by Ihe 
Gospel — a power that threatens the liberties, the privileges and 
the very existence of oer churches which are founded upon the 
pillars of truth ; by depriving them of their inalienable rights^ 
subvertingr their confessions of faith and their forms of cove* 
aant. We commend our brethren for the firm stand they have 
nade in the defence of the truth once delivered to the saints ; 
so honorable to thera as professed Christians. Under all the 
severe trials this !nea5?nre mnv occasion them, a conscious love 
to the (iV)?pe], the approbation of their own minds and their 
Christian bretliren, and above all the approbation and gracious 
presence of God will bean ample support — a rich reward. In 
these trying circumsiances we would give them the foUowing 
advice : 

" 1. That they give themselves unto prayer for the direction 
and holy keeping of the great Head of the church, that they may 
be guided into the paths of wisdom and Christian prudence, that 
they may meekly and- patiently endure eveiy trial to which, in 
Providence, they are snbiected, as the friends of troth, and re* 
main united together in love as the humble followers of the 
Ijoitd Jesus Christ 

^2. That they take an legal and proper measures to form 
themselves together with such inhabitants of the toirn as may 
choose to unite with them into a distinct and separato religious 
society^ for the quiet enjoyment of Christian ordinances, and 
the instructions of an evangelical ministry, cleaving to their ar« 
tides of foith and the holy covenant into which they have moat 
solemnly enteiedy and fi:om winch their brethren so nnwamat^- 

bly departed. 

"And now, brethren, we acknowledge you as tiie Church of 
Christ in Princeton, cordially recommend you to the fellowship 
of all Christian Churches in our connection, and pledge our af- 
fectionate couDseii induence and co-operation for your support 
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and enconragfement, and for your furtherance in the faith of the 
Gospel. Walk in the meekness of wisdom toward those that 
ere otherwitsc minded and convince them by a" uniform" Chris- 
tian deportment that conscience, not prejudice, a zeal for the 
truth and not unyielding perverseness, that the fear of God, and 
love to our Lord Jesus Christ, and not a spirit of discord, iiave 
prevented you from a coalescence with your brethren. Above 
all, brethren, we commend you to God and to the word of bis 
gracei that he would take yoa into lua mercifiil keeping, shed 
upon yoa the dew of bis grace, and enable you to keep the anifty 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Behold| O God, look down 
and visit this nne."* 

, Agreeable to the advice of the Council, the Church 
proceeded forthwith to take the appropriate steps to forni 
themselves into a society for the enjoyment of Christian ' 
ordinances^ and the iustruction of an evangelical minis- 
try. A committeet was chosen on the 6th of June to 
confer with Rev. Mr. Merriam, a Presbyterian minister, 
to ascertain what measures were necessary to be taken 
to become united with^ and also to come under the regUH 
lations and government of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. On the 18th day of September, 
1818^ it was unanimously voted by the Church, to adopt 
the Presbyterian Articles of Faith and discipline, and 
boconne connected with the Newbury port Presbyte* 
ry. This course of the Church was considered a bold 
innovation, conflicting with the prejudices, and also 
violatinor the nsacrcs of the times. The erection of a 
poll parishi bringing together those of similar opinions, 
without regard to local habitation, almost unprecedented 
beyond the metropolis, was strenuously resisted. The 
founders of the society grasped hrmiy^ and thereby se- 
cnred those rights which, after the lapse of time, have 
been accorded as common privileges. ^Their meetings 

* 0nuilnioiuly adopted by the Couiieil. 
tnea.P«rk«r^— nib*titttti,JojiM Biookt, Esq. 
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w«re held for sometime in one of the sclioolhouses, tb6 
Belectmen refusing them the use of the Town House. 

Dea. Ebeoeser Parker, Dea« Samuel Stratlon, Dea. 
brael Howe, Jonas Brooks, Esq., Caleb Mirick, and 
Thomae Wilder, were elected Kuling Elders, and were 
erdained w the 25tb of October by Dr. Dana from New 
boryport The soeiety being thns organised or the SStfi 
of December invited Rev. Alvan Bond, of Andover, to 
eettle with them in the work of the gospel ministry. 

To this ittTitation, Mr. Bond gave a negatire reply, 
alleging that he came to this result in ?iew of the state 
of his health, and also of his- intentions to engage in the 
work of the minislry, in a foreign mission* 

Though dcbtilute of a settled minister, the Church 
continued to meet every Sabbath for religious worship. 
They were supplied with preaching generally by some 
of the clergymen frorn the neigliboritig towns; and in 
the space of little more than two years the Lord so great- 
ly blessed their effbtts, that upwards of forty individuals 
became identified with the clmrch. At length they 
^Mind themselves straightened for room on account of 
the great accessions to their eongregation, until, in 1819, 
necessity compelled the erection of a house of worship. 
This house was located near tiie old buryin 
little north-west from the old town-house. The dedica* 
cation sermon was preached by Dr. Dana of Newbury- 
port. 

The boundaries of the first parish, coextensive with 

those of the town, embraced the estates of the members 
of the Presbyterian society, and while they contributed 
to the support of the institutions of their own church and 
teachers, they were also compelled to pay ministerial 
rates in the same manner as before tlie separation. This 

12* 
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double taxation was peculiarly onerous. Heace, at • 
town meeting held Oct.l6» ISIS, they made an appeal la 
*the justice of their fellow townsmen, for relief from a tax 
inconsiatent with their religious privileges; but without 
avail. On their refusal to pay the ministerial rates assessed 
against tbem^ for the support of Kew* Mr»G larke, their 
cattle and other property was seized and sacrificed under 
the hammer of the auctioneer. A second ioeitectual ap» 
peal to the town for relief from this taaaiioiiy was madi^ 
Upon refusing to pay their ministerial rates^ subsequently, 
their persons were seized by the oonstable, who, agree- 
able to his instructicmsy made his way with them towards 
the County jail. With one exception, however, they 
^ame to the conciusion before arriving at the place of 
destination, to pay their ministerial assessments. Mr. 
John H. Brooks was lodged in the jail at Worcester^ 
who« after resting quietly ^ for a time paid his rates and 
returned to his family in Princeton. 

The history of these iransactions baa become matter 
of judicial record ; a suit having been commenced in 
1819 by Capt Samuel Brooks, in behalf of the Presby- 
terian society to recover the amount of taxes paid by 
them for the support of the ministry and for parociual 
purposes in the town subsequent to the formation of said 
aociety* This matter, however, was finally taken out 
of court, and auiicably adjusted by the adoption of the 
report of a committee appointed to adjust the matter, aa 
follows : 

The committee appointed to adjust and compro- 
mise the present litigation between the town, by a suh 
commenced by Capt. Samuel Brooks against the asses* 
sors of said town, and to examine all matters in contro- 
versy bulween the said town and the Presbyterian so- 
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ciety or act any thing relative thereto, now respectfully 
feeport : 

That having fully and faiibfoUy considered the sob* 

ject of the unfortunate controversy growing out uf the 
aasesscoent of taxes for the support of the niiaistry and 
for parochial purposes in the town of Princeton, since 
the formation of the Presbyterian Society, by a v oluntary 
association of individuals for that purpose in said town-^ 
they are of opinion ; that as the aesessoftent of taxes npoa 
the members of said Presbyterian Society for the year 
IBIB is of doubtful legality, and It is desirable that the 
mitroversy to which the said asiesMneot has, and may 
hereaAer give rise, should be amicably and speedily 
settled ; the town should direct, that the assessors give 
their orders of abatement in favor of all those members 
of said Presbyterian Society who were assessed in the 
tax of 1S18 for the amount of the ministerial tax of that 
year, to which they were respectively assessed ; and 
that the Selectmen of said town of Princeton draw their 
orders upon the Treasury to be paid out of the monies 
raised for the support of the ministry in favor of all the 
members of said society, who were assessed for the year 
aforesaid to the amount of said assessments together, with 
the amount of cost to which they were subjected in the 
cdlection thereof, all agreeably to the schedule and ex- 
hibit herewith reported, and that the said meuibeis uf 
said Presbyterian Society thereupon release and dis- 
charge ail claim and demand of action, or right of action 
against said town, the assessors and collector of taxes 
therein, for the year 1818, by reason of all sucii assess* 
ments and any collections thereof as aforesaid. That 
the committee do also recommend to said town and So- * 
ciety mutually to pass votes that m consideration of the 
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foegoing ttms, attd opon adoepiaiitte thereof, eil de» 

mands. claims and controversies, which have arisen or 
might arise between the said town and ila officers, on 
the one hand, and the Society and its members, on the 
otlier, in any wise resulting from the assessments of mon- 
ies for ministerial or parochial purposes, and the appro* 
priation of monies thereto previoos to this time be ns* 
leased and wholly discharged/* [Here comes in the 
Mames of sixty one diiSareat individuals, with the enume^ 
ration of ministerial rates assessed for 1818, amounting, 

in the aggregate to $131 00.] "To these sums are to 
be added the amount of surplus monies arising from the 
sales of property exceeding the sums of taxes respective- 
ly, fur tlie collection of which property was sold, with 
interest theraon, together with the tax and the cost in 
the action of Capt Brooks, and the fees of the collector 
when paid."* 

On the 20th day of March, 1820, the Presbyterian 

Church voted unanimously to give Rev. Alon/.o Philiips, 
who had been for some time previous supplying their 
pulpit, an invitation to settle with them as their pastor. 
To this call Mr. Phillips rctLirncd the following reply, 
which is found recorded in the church records, without 
address or signature : 

"The office 'of the Christian Minister is clonbtlesg the most 
important and the most responsible with which man can be in- 
vested. He receives his commission from God, and is account- 
able to him for the manner in which he discharges it. His 
business lies with immortal beings ; its design is to persuade 
them to become good : if it fails of this, its desig-n is lost and 
worse than lost. Obviously then, he who thinks of taking" this 
office upon himself ought not to assume it, till he has made it 

* Signed by Janas Hartwell, David Rice, and Cbaries Mirick, town's com- 
nit tee, and Samuel Brooks, Azer May naid, and Joaai Bwofca, Eaq.| commUtee 
of tiie Freatif (erian SocMty. 
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the subject of the most serious contemplation and fervent pray- 
er. This remark is applicable to hia decision concerning the 
partiouJar part of his Lord*8 vineyard, in whieli it his duty to 
labor* The fost, and indeed the only question, which ou^hi to 

Sovern hia daeitkMi la— wbaro caD I do the moat good ? Itt 
eciding this queatioDi aeveral thiDga muatbetakeD into con* 
aideration; auch aa the ability and wiUingnesa of a people to 
give him aopport, which will enable him to devote himself 
wholly to the work peculiar to faia office ; the part of the world 
or particular place in which, at a time like the present, he is 
'most needed ; his ability tosnstain the labors and perform the 
duties which will devolve upon him in a particular place ; the 
feelings and unanimity of the people, who invite him to settle 
with them. These considerations I have endeavored to examine 
^ith impartiality in forming the decision now to be made pub** 
lie. 

" In rec^nrd to the first of these, the support, I can only say, that 
on the pai I of tiie society there is certainly at present a very pleas- 
ing willino^ness; as to the ability they are the only proper judges. 
Whether the sum proposed be adequate to a support in my case, 
tiiue must determine; for on tliis subject! am at present wholly 
inexper leiiced. All I wish iur is a support which witli prudence 
and economy, will enable me to live in a manner which you 
brethren^ would call respectable ; which will enable me to unite 
with my brethren in the ministry in aiding the religious and 
benevolent plana which distinguish the present period of the 
church. In regard to the second thinff to be considered—- the 
particular place to which duty calls, this a much more difficult 
question to decide. When I have looked at the smallness of 
this society, and at their ability to live a while longer without a 
aettled minister, I have thought it my duty to go to some other 
place. But wlien I have contemplated the stand they have ta- 
Ken, and its bearings, the everlasting importance of the truths 
they wish to support, the connexion of those truths with vital 
religion and the salvation of men, I cannot doubt. When I look 
, at this church, consider what it lias sustained and how it has 
been blessed, T am fully satisfied, that it is a real branch of the 
kingdom of Christ, and a branch too, which is as precious to 
liirn as any other branch of his kingdom. Why then should it 
not be as })reciou8 to his ministers? Of the next thing to be 
considered — the ability of a man to sustain the labors and dis- 
charge the duties of a particular place, in the present case others 
are judges ; if they have erred time will rectify the mistake. In 
regard to the last thing to be considered — the feelings and una- 
nimity of the people, they are all any man could wishforito 
afford him happinesaand give him influence* 
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Wkh thM tbiafi beftrane, wlMiCeonld I io^ mohr^ 
to engagre in the same cause with you— i»iit wof lot with yowmf 

to live or die with you ? What could I do but anewer your in- 
vitation in the affinnative ? With these things before me I do 
answer in the affirmati?e. May the Head of the ehtuch approve 
the answer, and to his name be sloiy forever, Amen.'' 

Mr. Phillips* ordination took place on the 7th of June, 
1820. The exercises were^ — Introductory prayer, by 
Rev. Mr* Easton ; Sermon by Rev. Dr. Leonard Woods, 
of Andover ; ordaining prayer by Rev. Mr. Gregor ; 
right hand of feiiovtrship, by Rev. Alvan Bondi charge 
by Rev. Dr. Dana of Newburyport; condading prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Parker. 

We have now narrated the plain facts in the case, 
which led to the religious division in the parent parish^ 
That the church in Princeton was a regular Congrega- 
tional church, founded upon the common faith and prac- 
tice of the New-Engi and churchs in general, none can 
dispute. And, as it appears from its history, its inen> 
bers hiid lived in peace for many years, and had been 
blessed and prospered. No uncommon symptoms of 
disaffection appeared in reference to the doctrines of said 
church, cither in the church or conjrregation, until the 
pulpit became vacant by the dismission of Rev. Dr. Mur* 
dock, and other doctrines than the people had been ao» 
customed to hear, were preached among them. At that 
period divisions and controversies began to manifest 
themselves. From what source they originated is plain 
to be seen ; and thai the divisions consequent upon the 
settlement of Rev. Mr. Clarke, have not been remedied 
by the lapse of years, we shall see in the sequel. The 
town was now for the first time divided into two religious 
societies, each having a minister of their own choice.* 

't'Tfivioat totblf time there wen levenl Uidividaalf oftlie Ba^et denemi- 
nationbat no orinnixedtoelelgr ezlated is ttmm uaOl iiibeeqamt to this period. 



Thai under Mr« Clarke was in full fellowship with the 
UDiUrUn Coogragttioiial Soeietiei* The cHie under 
Mr. Phillips maintained the confession of faith and dis» . 
cipliae of the Presbyterian Church uutii 1630, when, on 
account of the great tncon?enience and expense^ par- 
ticularly in attending the meetings of the Preri)ytery, 
they were at their request dismissed from that body, and 
it was unanimously voted to adopt the Congregational 
form of gorernment At the same time they also adopt- 
ed the covenant and articles of fdith, used by the ciiurch 
at the time of Mr. Murdock's dismission.* 

Kev* Mr. Clarke continued to preach in Princeton 
until 1832, when, owing to ill healtht he requested his 
society to unite with him in the call of a mutual council 
to advise as to the dissolution of his ministerial relatlM. 
The society complying with this request, a conneil was 
convened at Lamb's Hotel, in Princeton, on the ath day 
of June, 1S33. And, agreeably to the advice of said 
council, Mr. Clarke waniismissed on the 18th of the 
same month. 

Rev. Samuel Clarke is a native of New Boston, If. H. 
He graduated at Dartmouth College, in 1813, at the age 

of 21 years, and subsequently pursued his theological 
Studies under the tuition of Rev. Dr. Channing of Bos* 
ton. After leaving his official statioB in Princeton, he 

accepted an invitation to become pastor of the First 
Congregational Societyf in Uxbridge, and was installed 
January 9tK 1833* He still resides in Unbridge. 

At the meeting for the dismissal of Mr. Clarke, on the 
Slat of May, 18^, either £rom fear' that they would be 

*8Mei«p. Tllittteiiiworlr. 

t It imMaratlMt Mi. ClirlGt Moa nmwd big h«ilUi wkicJi M bMU fov 

four years on the decline" and ho settled InUxbKitfgtt, Jan« 1833* 
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unable to imilaia their Society as a diitinct body without 
aaaiatanee, or from aome other eaaae, the Congregation* 

al Sociely passed the following vote : — 

'*On motion^ foted that the oommittee to anpply the 
pulpit be authorized and inatrocted to wait on the stand- 

iiig or prudential committee of the Evangelical Orthodox 
ik>ciety9 and request the committee of that society to 
call a meeting of said society, as soon as may be, to as» 

certain wliether said society ieel disposed to unite with 
the CoogregatiQnai Society in settling a miaiater, aud if 
so to choose a committee consisting of an equal number 
chosen by the Congregational Society, to oo*operate 
with them in inviting a candidate to preach to both so- 
cieties, or take such other measures as said committee 
and the committee of said Evangelical Orthodox Society 
may deem expedient to etiect a union of said societies.'* 

This vole was communicated to the Evangelical Or- 
thodox Society, and it led to the following action :~ 

"At a meeting of the Evangelical Congregational 
Society held at their meeting-house, on Monday, the 4th 
day of June inst., to take into consideration the reqaest 
of the Congregational Society, by their committee ; to 
see if the Evangelical Congregational Society will unite 
with that society in settling a minister over both socio* 
ties, after due deliberation passed the following vote, to 
wit : — 

On motion, voted, that we cannot comply with said 

request for two reasons ; first we have a minister whom 
we respect and under whose ministry we are united and 
happy. Second, we do not ftel authorized to act on the 
subject as proposed, because we feel that it is prcvper 
and right that the church should have the first move in 
j|ll measures preparatory to the settlement of a pastor/' 
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At this tiine« it is doubtless true that a large portion 
of the CoQgregational Society were not Orthodox in 
eentiment, and that there was a majority who were op- 
posed to the settlement of aCalvinistic pastor. Indeed, 
this very question was submitted to the society, wher^ 
ttpon it was ascertained that there were seventeen in fa- 
vor of Calvinistic preaching, ten in favor of Universal- 
ist, sis in favor of Unitarian, and bat two in favor of 
Orthodox,* After the secession of some thirty individ-^ 
uals, however, which took place about this time, who 
were organized into a Universalist Society.t, a majority 
of the members that then remained invited a Caivinistie 
preacher, in the person of Rev. John P. Cowles, to become 
their pastor. A salary of $500 was offered* Mr. Cowles 
having accepted this invitation, the ordinatioD took place 
July 19, 1833. The introductory prayer was by iho 
Ker. H. Winslow of Boston ; sermon by Rev. Mr. Lins* 
ley, of Park«8treet church, Boston ; consecrating prayer 
by Rev. Dr. James Murdock of New Haven, Conn. ; 
charge by Rev. Mr. Mann, of Westminster ; exhortation 
to the church and people hjr Rev. Mr. Clark of Rutland ; 
address and right hand of fellowship by Rev. A. E. 
Fhelps of Boston ; concluding prayer by Rev. Mr. Allen 
of Shrewsbury. 

December 23, 1833, the CoQgregational 1st society was 
organized as the first parish in Princeton. From this 
lime it commenced its legal eiustence, distinct from the 
municipal corporation, and the support of worship ceased 
to be provided for by the inhabitants in their general 
meetmgs^ 

* Sm 'Towh Records, vol. ir. 

t ThtUiUvMMlMliad pmebiDf at Uie *<Towii House,'' one third of tb» 
0alilMlkf, tot t«M tiai#, M talljr diiliuM. 
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ME. COWL£a' DISMISSION 



Mr. Cowles continued pastor of the church until Oct. 
fiy 1834, when at the instance of the following letter^ be 
was dismissed. 

To the Church and Society of the JEHrst Parish in 
Princeton, 

** Brethren and Friends, — I have to request your consent to 
the dissolution of my reiauon to you as your Pastor and Min- 
ister. It is very plain that either my preaching or my conduct, 
ojr both, have ^iven sufficient dissatisfaction to render this step 
desirable, both for me and you, and sooner or later, indispenstt* 
-bla My fixed ohmce is, not to hsYO it delayed, for I am per* 
fecdy satisfied that no change in me, or in my condact, or in mjr 
preaching, which my principles would allow me to make, will 
materially alter the present aspect of thing^s. You will be only 
doing me justice if you think of my principles in these respects 
as entirely imsantablew It is therefore proper and desirable^ that 
our relation as pastor and people should cease. Your coneent 
to this stop T have to request. Your minister's constant prayer 
is and will be that God would so order his Providence towards 
you and so guide and control your own fteJin^s and <'7?7^ft/c/ and 
those of others, as to secure to you still, in 5omc toay^ a gospel 
faUhJully mid successfully preachitL JofiUi F« Cowles* 

Princeton, Oct 5, 1834." 

CHAPTER 3L 

Ftttbtr M«aMiTU Ikir m Union— Call of a Council— Remit— -Proceeding apoii 
it_Object! one— .Votes of Fiist Parish — Veres of Evangelical Society-* 

Action of Congre?ational Church — Doings of the Council's Committee — 
^ocietipf) unite — Mr. Phillips at the Hoti^e of the Firat Parusbr-His return 
to Ilia foiiuer j>lac« of labur^>.CIiiucii MeetingSt 

After the disiaission of Rev. Mr. Cowles, the Con- 
gregational Society renewed their proposals fer a union 
with the Evangelical Congregational Society. This was 

done by the fuiiovving communicatiou : 

*^ To the JEvangelieal Congregational Church in Prmce* 

ton, under the pastoral care of Rev, Mr, PhUlipa. 
^ Rev. and Beloved|— The undeisiipiedy havinf been appoiiilsd 
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a Committee by the Congregational Church, [for the purpose of 
making a communication to your Church, would respectfully lay 
before you the doinpfs of the eaid Congregational Church, and 
the advice ofaa Ecclei^iaaUcdi Couiicil| lately cuaveaed in this 
place. 

At a meeting of die Congregational Charcb, Oct. 26, 1834, 
a Committee was appointed to flSk the advice of the Eceleme* 
tioal Goancily which was then to be cooveiied on the 98th of 
aasd month, for the dismiseion of ftev. John P. Cowlesy in felation 
to what coMse it was the da^ of said Church to poisae, and 
what measures to adopt, under the existing clrcomstaaces of the 
xriigious afiairs of this place. 

*^ The said Committee attended to the duty of the appoint* 
nent and received from said Council the folio f^ing result ^— 

* The ad?ice of this Council having been asked by the Con- 
gregational Chnrch, in regard to the course they should take, 
provided Mr. Cowles be dismisscf?, the Council advise to the 
lollowing mcasnrc : that said Church propose to the Evangeli- 
cal Con^^ational Church to unite in choosing a Mutual Or* 
tliodox Council to settle the foUowinnf points : 

* Ist. Shall a union be effectGd between the two Churches? 
'2tL Un wiiat ground shaU such union be ejected ? 

Sasiuel Gat, ModeraUxr* 
Cyrus Mann, Saibe,^ 

"At a meeting of the Church, Oct. 29th, the forciroincr result 
and advice of" Council was laid before the said Church, and 
accepted i and Deacon Charles Russell and Caleb Dana, and 
Brother Charles B. Temple, were appointed a Committee to 
present to the Evangelical Church a copy of the advice of said 
Council, and to adopt measures to carry the same into efihct. 

** Agreeably to the advice of said Cduncll, and in full accord- 
ance with our own views and feelingSy we do now, in behalf of 
the Congregational Church, proprose to unite with your Chuich- 
in inviting a Mutual Orthodox Council for the purposes men* 
tioned In the result of said Council. 

" In making this request, we wish to add, that we, in common, 
doubtless with you, regard it as exceedingly desirable, for the 
interests (£ religion in this place, that all those in these two 
Churches, who coincide in their views of the doctrines and du- 
ties of the Gospel, and give credible evidence of their being the 
"children of God, should be united in one Church, and under one 
pastor. We do not regard a iniion as desirable except on siieh 
conditions, and on such grounds, as shall ensure to you and to 
US a prospector purity as well as peace and harmony. Under 
such conditioiici we do desire it, for the sake of that cause which 
we equally profess to love. We deeply lament the division 
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ivbich Las long existed id this town, and our prayer to God ia 
that it may soon be tenninated in that way and in thay way 
only wliicli will be for hib ^lory and for the spiritoal benefit of 
liii chosen people. And tmt this desirable end may be 
tody we desire on our part, to remove every reasonable objcctioiL 
We propose to unite with you in calling a Mutual Conn^tl* be- 
cause we do believe that there are questions arising out of the 
character and relations of these churches, which afl^t so vitally 
the best interests of the people of this place, as well as the 
Church of Christ, that neither ot these Churches is at liberty to 
disregard tbeoL 

*^ Should your Church accede to this proposition and request, 
we trust there would be no disagreement in selecting a Mutual 
Conncil, of approved Orthodox Ministers in this Commonwealtli, 
which would be entirely SEaisf;ictory to both Churches, We 
wish to be distinctly understood that we are willing to submit 
the whole case, in all its parts, to the decision of such a CounciL 

" And now Christian liretiiren, we respectfully ask you to 
give this subject, as we trust you will, your serious and prayer- 
ful consideration. And may the great Head of the Chuich, 
vouchsafe to you and to us his grace, guidance and direction, 
and lead us in the path of duty, to the exercise of those Chris- 
tian ieelings and io the adoption of such measures as shall re- 
dound to his glory and the spiritual and everlasting good of bis 
peo^e. 

Yoursi with Christian affection, 

Charles Russeljj, ^ 

Caleb Dana, > CommUUe. 

Charles B. Tsmfle.** 3 

At a meetincr of the Evano-ciical Con^recratioaal 
Church, Nov. 11, to hear the above communication^ and 
to act thereon, after a protracted discussion, it was voted 
to appoint a coiiimittee, whose duty it should be, in the 
iirst place, to endeavor to convince the committee, Nvho 
presented said communication, that such a Council as 
proposed was entirely unnecessary, as the church were 
ready to receive all such persons as coincided with them 
in their views of the doctrines and duties of the Gos* 
pel," and that gave credible evidence of piety," with- 
out the advice of a council ; and secondly, if they should 
not succeed in^nvincing them, Xhen, as a matter of pa« 



Digitized by 



ci&cation, to agree with them to call a Couocii. After 
attending to the duty assigned them, said committee re* 
ported that nothing but a Council would be satisfactory. 
Accordingly the measure was agreed to, and a Council 
called^ consisting of the Church of Christ in North Brook* 
field, under the charge of Rev. Dr. Snell; the Congrega* 
tional church in Templetoa, under Rev. Samuel P. Bates ; 
the church in Westminster, under Rev* Cyrus Mann ; 
the church in Harvard, under Rev. George Fisher ; the 
church in Bolton, under Rev. John W. Chickeriug ; the 
Calvanist church in Worcester, under Rev. John S. C. 
Abbott, and the church in Holden, under Rev. Willard 
P. Paine, — each of tl^ese churches being represented by 
pastor and delegate. | 

The Council conveped at the house of John Brooks, 
Esq., Dec, 17, 1834* Ader receiving various commu- 
nications from the comn^ittees of the two churches, rela* 

ting to the subject, and desirabieaess of a union of said 
churches^ they came to the following result : 

^ The Council deems the union of the two churches exceed- 
ingly desirable, both as it regards the peace of the town, and 

the prosperity of religion. The Council Is also very frjiich grat- 
ified wit!i the truly Christian spirit, manifestod in the communi- 
cation made by the Committee of the Church lately under the 
care of the Rev\ Mr. Cowles, nnd with their candor and mode- 
ration ; and have full confidence in the purity of the motives 
which led them to make an effort for a reconciliation. Anima- 
ted by these feelinofs we sincerely hope that the suggestions 
which mny bo made l»y the Council, and the terms proposed, 
will be acceptable to both parties, and promotive of mutual \ 
edification. The Council are aware of difficulties in the way, 
bat do not feel that they are insurmountable. Cliristians are 
'Often called upon to makeescrifiees, bat if they are sacrifices of 
feeling and not of principle, they ought to be made. 

^TheCloiincil is of opinion^ that the whole subjectis involved 
in two questions*' 

^ L The first question respects the possibility of a nnioo of 

13* 
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the two CiiiuchM which sUaU promote the cause of truth* pvri^ 
and peace. 

"The Council is of the opinion that the Orthodox portion of 
the Church hitely under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Cowles, 
and of the Church under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Phillips, 
may becouiG one united and happy Church. And the plan of 
union the Council would recommend is this, viz : that the Rev. 
Messrs. Bates oi Templeton, Mann of Westminster, and Paine 
of Holden, be a Committee to satisfy tberoseWea, at a proper 
time and duly notified, of the personal ptetjr of soch members 
of the first named Church as desire the untoo, and recommend 
them to the other Church by letter ; and that by virtue of this 
letter of recommendatioui they become embodied with the 
Church now under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Phillips. 

^ 2» The second question has suggested itself to our minds 
in a form like the following : la there a sufficient degree of har* 
mony in the views of those two parlies, to authorize the hope 
that t liny may niiite in listening to, and sopportingi sound Evan- 
gelical iiiiiiistralions ? 

This question we hope we are not mistaken in answering 
likewise in the affirmative, As to the mode of union, we would 
recommeiil that the Society connected with Mr. Phillip's 
Church, should unite ^vith tlic other, and in one umted Church 
and Society, sustain and enjoy the ordinances and privileges of 
the Gospel. 

**3. The lliird and only remaining question respects tlie pas- 
toral and ministerial relations of the proposed united Church 
and Society. The only difficulty on this point, arises from the 
fact that the two Churches and Soci^es, as thoy now exist, 
are not on equal ground in this respect The one have a pastor 
whom they respect and love, who has heen with them In times 
of anxiety and trial, and between whom and themselves there 
exist ties of too sacred and tender a nature to be sundered, ex* 
ccpt by the voluntary motion and action of the parties concern* 
ed. The other has no pastor, nor has it from the nature of the 
case, that attachment to the pastor of the other Church which 
would doubtless have existed, had he been for as many years 
their pastor. To the removal of this difficulty this Council are 
constninod to feel themselves inadequate, since they cannot 
control the affections of the one body, nor, unrequested and un- 
authorized, touch the pastoral relations of the other. We are 
not prepared, on the one hand, to say that all the prejudices and 
preferences can or should be o-iven up by Mr. Cowle's late peo- 
pie ; nor on the other hand rr /7nVc either the Rev. Mr. Phillips 
or his Church, to make a siiciihce, of the duty and expediency 
of which, they must be the judges, liort ever, then, m vacvv of 
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all the facts wliich have come to our knowledLre, our private 
opinions respecting duty and expediency in thia matter, may 
ditier from that of Rev. i\Ir. Phillips' Ciiurch as expressed by 
him as the organ of their Committee, we feel obligred to leave 
the matter to the consideration and decision of themselves and 
their pastor. 

**Thi8 Council cannot refrain from expressing our belief, 
from what we have wilnesaed, that tliere is, in all the parties 
coDcemed, a sufficient desire for union^a sufficient sense of 
the importance of the best economy in ministerial labor, in these 
days of destitution, and sufficient readiness to make any need- 
ful sacrifices for the sake of Ohnst and his cause, to render such 
a disposition as has now been made of this whole subject, the 
best we could make even if it were nol| as we think it is, the 
only in our power. 

This Council cannot refrain from pressing it upon the minds 
of all Clirlstians, in both Churches, that for the sake of union on 
the ground of Gospel truth, ond for the advancement of the 
cause of Christ, it is their incumbent duty, while they contend 
earnestly for the f iith once delivered to tlie saints, to make great 
sacrifices of personal leelinnf and private interest. 

** We do ino6t earnestly and ulfectiouately entreat the mem- 
bers of both Churches to live as brethren. We cannot doubt 
that the cause of Christ is equally dear to both churches, ond 
we do believe that if the spirit of conciliation and kindness, 
which has been manifested during the session of the Council is 
continued, the troubled waters will grow more and more calm, 
till all is tranquility and peace. We hope, beloved brethren, 
that you will endeavor to cherish a childlike, a lowly, and a con* 
tented spirit, and if things are not in all respects as many of you 
could wish, wait quietly till He who orders all things wisely, 
shall brmg all things right 

^Tbe Council beg leave to assure the members of both 
Churches of their kind feelings and Christian regards. We 
have found ourselves called to settle questions of the utmost 
difficulty and delicacy. Circumstances of p?ist occurrence, cause 
us to feel a deep sympathy with the members of the Church un- 
der the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Phillips. Circnrastances of a 
more recent date constrain us to look with much affection upon 
the members of the Church under the late care of Rev. Mr. 
Cowles. But we be^ them both to be assured, that we have 
earnestly sought guuhmce from above, that we mi^ht come to 
such a result, as wonld be mutually acceptable, and promote the 
social and spinluai happiness of all the friends of the Saviour, 
in this place. Thomas Snell, JHodiera/or. 

JoHir j3» C. Abbott, Scribt.** 
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On the 8th of January, 1835, the charch under the 
the Charge of &er. Mr. PhillipSi met to hear the result 
of the Council, and to take such order upon it aa they 
deemed proper. To ltd acceptance there was in the 
ninds of many, very weighty aod serioas objections. 
One of these was the private opinion of the Council*' 
in reference to the dismission of Mr. Phillips. They, 
with their pastor, had sapposed that the union was to be 
formed under the ministry of Mr. Phillips. One of 
tbe Committee^' of his church, that diiHculty might not 
arise, in relation to this matter, in the midst of the busi* 
ness of forming a union, sought to have a definite under- 
standing with them respecting it, and supposed that such 
an understanding existed ; and more, that the committee 
of the Congregational Church had given him a pledge, 
that they should say and do nothing respecting the pas- 
tor. But the fact turned out to be, some three or four 
days befere the meeting of the Council, when it was too 
late to have the day of their meeting deferred, that the 
committee of the Congregational Church were deter* 
mined the Council should take up and act on the sub* 

ject of the pastor's dismission.'** 

The main objection, however, was the appointment of 
three ministers to come and satisfy themselves of the 

personal piety of those members of the Congregational 
Church who desired a union, and recommend them by 
letter to the Evangelical Congregational Church, by vir> 
tue of which they should become identified with that 
church. This right they felt that they ought not to be 
required to resign into the hands of those who were en- 
tire strangers to the persons they were to recommend. 
Some of these persons had been professors of religion 
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for fifteen, some twenty and others thirty years, a suffi- 
cient time to have established a charaeter of some kind 
among those to whom they were well known. But 
how were a comiuittee of strangers to know whether 
€Ul the persons who should offer themselves to be trans- 
lated fW>m the then late Unitarian church to the Ortho- 
dox, had established and sustained a Christian charac- 
ter.''* There were many of the church that thought 
that it would be preposterous to entrust the matter en« 
lirely to their hands. In view of these and some minor 
objectionsi the church, at their meeting, voted to appoint 
a committeef of seven, to confer with an equal num- 
ber of the other church, to ascertain their views or un- 
derstanding of the result of Council, and to report at a 
future meeting. 

After several weeks had elapsed, said meeting con- 
vened, when the following vote was passed by a majority 
of those voting A majority of the whole number of vo* 
ters in the church, it was said, however, were never suffi- 
ciently satisfied with the result, and did not vote at all* 

** To the Clerk of the church, lately under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. J. P. Cowles ; — The following is a copy of a vote 
passed by oar ehuich, at a regular meeting, Feb. 5, 1835. 

^Feb.*5» The church met agreeably to appointment; after 
hearing the report of the committee, which seemed favorable, 
yoted to accede to the first pari of ^tho result,^ viz., that which 
relates to the union of the Orthodox members of the other Con- 
gregational church with this. 

A true copy — Attest, A. Fhiixifs." 

The following is the vote of The Congregational 
church, on the acceptance of the result of Council. 

** February 28, 1835. The church of Christ under the late 
pastoral care of Uie Rev. John P. Cowles, held a meeting at the 

, ♦ Mr. Phillip's Appeal, p. 6. 

t The committee were I. Thompson, Juhu H. Biooki,Dea. Sftinucl Stratton, 
J. Cutting, J. Brooks, Jr., B. B«aiiuuu 
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fa^ll of Dea« Charles RuMeli, Feb. 28, to consider aad telOlltho 
result of the Mutual OccleataBtical Council, lately convened io 

this place. The meeting was opened by the Moderator, Dea. 
Charlea Rnssell, who led the cbnrch in address to the throne of 
Divine grace, for light and diraction in the iffiportaot buainaw 

before them. 

"The church then prf>ccGclcd to a consideration of the sub- 
ject before them, and ailei a full and harmonious interchange 
of feelings, — 

"Voted UTKinirnousjy to accept the result of said Council. 
" Voted, That tha Clerk of the church be directed to transmit 
a copy of the doingfs of this meeting to the clmrch under thp 
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Phillips. C. Dana, Clerk. 
" Copy from the records — Attest. 

C. Dana, late Clerk of Mtef ChurehJ* 

On the 4th of March following^ at a legal meeting of 
the First Parish in Princeton, convened at the Town 

House,'' the following votes were passed : 

" Voted unanimously, That we accept of the Resalt of the 

Mutual Ecclesiastical Council lately convened in this place, by 
the req!icst of the church under the late pastoral care of the 
Rf'v. Mr. Cowlcs and of the church under the pastoral care of 
the R(}v. Mr. Pinllips, and that we can cheerfully, and do most 
heartily respond to the sentiments expressed in the Result of 
said Council, that there is a sufticient degree of harmony in the 
views of this, and the Erangelical Society, to authorize the be- 
lief I [j at they may unite in listening to, and supporting sound 
£van<^eltcal muii^lrafions, 

** Voted unanimously. That this Society invite, and we do 
hereby affectionately and respectfully, the said Evangelical So* 
eiety to unite with us, agreeably to the recommenduition con- 
tained in the Resalt of said CoonciL 

*^Voted ananimoosly, That we are, and have been, for aeon* 
siderable time past, desirous of a uniott with the Evanffdical 
Society^ and that we highly approve of the coorse taken ny the 
clmrch connected with us, and of the measores they have adopt- 
ed to effecta emoQof the twoeharches. 

"Voted unanimonsly, That a union of the two societies ap* 
pears to us to bo very desirable, and would land as mfuUi/ be- 
Im'e to promote the peace, Christian iramiony, and spiritual 
welfare of the people in this place; and we can see no reason 
wliy the division which hag for a long time unhappily existed 
heresiiould be longer continued, or why we should transmit 
such a state of things to posterity* 
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Toted unaniiDoosljr; Thftt 'fllMKiUI a ttntontikB |rfMe»we 

eincerely desire that it may be extensivaypmniisiil and last- 
ing ; that it may be such an oaeaa ifaall promote the aocial and 

spiritaal happinest of both societies ; and tluit in our own en- 
deavor to effect a union we disclaim having any other motive 
than that of advancinn^ the Redeemer's king'dom and promoting 
the best interests of the people m this town. Our cause we 
Jirmhj believe is a righieous cause ; one for which, we raay invoke 
the biessiDg of Heaven, and one on which we may humbly 
trust the smiles and blessinjrg of God will rest 

"Voted unanimouslv, That we believe there is no relation 
more sacred and important than that which exists between a 
minister and his people — the peaceable and useful continuance 
of which dependa on the mutual affection existing between 
them ; therefore we cannot refrain from expressing our serious 
and sQleoin conviction, that a union under the Be? • Mr. Phil- 
lips, would not be such an one as would be the best calculated 
to promote the happiness, the hannony, and the highest interesl 
of the united societir— inaamneh as we brieve twe is a wani 
of that cordiality of feeling, both in him and in us, wbieh it is 
so desirable should exist between a minister and people— and 
the attitude in which ho has stood to us has been such as to 
lender it impossible, in our ?iew, for him to associate with a 
portion of the united people, with that freedom and cordiality 
which are so absolutely necessary in order that a people may 
derive from their minister, and he communicate to them, that re- 
ligious instruction which is so important for their highest good. 

"Voted unanimously, That we are aware that there is, as 
there always should be between a minister and his people, a 
mutual attachment existing between Mr. Phillips and the peo- 
ple under his pastoral care ; and we have no desire to do any 
thing to weaken or destroy this attachment : still we cannot re- 
frain from expressing it as our opinion, that should duty dictate 
to the Rev. Mr. Phillips to leave the field, aa we cannot but be- 
lieve under the guidance of Divine Providence it may, the har- 
vest would be much greater under some other person than it 
jKMsibly canor woiddbe under his mmistraticos* 

^ Voted ananiaaously, That if the Her* Ur. PhiUtps should 
detennine to ask his dismission Rom his pastoral chme^ we will 
contribute our sbaie of anjr reasonable sum wbich shall be 
thought just and right as an indemnitjjr for any loss he may sus* 
tain in consequence of such dismission* 

" Voted unammouslv. That we hope and confidently believe 
that after viewing and deliberating upon all the circumstances 
connected with a nnioiii that neither the Eer. Mr. Phillips nor 
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bis people, will insist upon his being the minister of the united 
church and society. 
« A true copy of the records of said Parish meeting. 

** Attest: Joseph A. Reed, ClerkJ" 

It was Totedy that the Clerk transmit to the Pruden* 
tial Committee of the Evangelical Society, an attested 
copy of the doings of said Parish. 

At a legal meeting of the Evangelical Congregational 
Society in Princeton, convened in their Meeting House, 
on Monday, the 23d day of March, A, D. 1835, the fol- 
lowing votes were passed, viz ^ 

Voted,— That we accept of the Result of the Mutual Ec- 
clesiastical Council, lately convened in this place, by the re* 
quest of the church under the late pastoral care of the Rev. Mr« 
Cowles, and of the church under the care of the ftev. Alonso 
Phillips, relative to the union of the said societies. 

" Voted, — ^That the Clerk of said Evang^elical Congregation- 
ol Society trfinsmit to the First Pariah in Princeton^an attested 
copy of the doings of said Society. 

** A true copy of the record of said Parish meeting*. 

Attest: Erasmus D. Goonriow, CUrkJ* 

This vote was also passed, it bae been stated, not by 

a majority of the whole number of voters in the Evan- 
gelical Congregational Society,— ^for tliere were many, 
(as in the church) that never voted ibr the Result at all, 
not being sufticieiitly satisfied with it to do so. 

The Congregational Church, having been informed of 
the doings of the Evangelical Congregational Society, 
at their meeting on the 23 J of March, met subsequent 
thereto, on the 27th day of April,, when the following 
yote was passed 

** Voted unanimously, to carry into effect the result of couur 
cil ; and Dea. Charles Russell and Caleb Dana and Br. Charles 
B. Temple, were appointed a comiiiittee to caii a meeting of the 
church, when they may deem it expedient, and to invite the 
coRunittee, consisting of tiie Rev* Messrs. Bates of Templeton, 
Mann of Westminster, and Paine of fiolden, to be present at 
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the said meetiDg of the church, to discharge the important da- 
ties assigned them in the Result of said counciL" 

In accordanoe with the above TOle, this oommtltee ap* 

pointed the IGth of May following, for the clergymen 
meDtioned in the Result of the CouncU, to meet for the 
transaction of its business or dattes assigned thtm. Tbe 

annexed document will show the result : — 

" May 16, 1835. The brethren and sisters of the church 
under the Jate pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Cowleg, met this 
day at the Town House, at half past ten of tlie clock, A.M.* 
fifrreeably to notice given by the committee of the church ap- 
pointed for said purpose, to carry into elfect the result of coun- 
cil, said result having been a(] opted by the church under the 
pastoral care of the Re v. Mr. Phillips. 

*• The committee appointed by the council, consisting of the 
Rev. Messrs. Bates of Templeton, Mann of Westminster, and 
J'aine of Holden, were there present agreeably Lo tlie invitation 
of the church, given by the committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, to attend to the important duties assigned to them in the 
result of said cooneil. 

The Eev. Mr» Mann addressed the Throne of Grace for 
light and ssaistance on the solemn and interestini; occasion* — 
Important remarks were then offered by the Rer. gentlemen 
composing the committee. The articles of faith and covenant 
of the church under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Phillips, 
were then read by (he Rev. Mr. Mann, and assented to by all 
the brethren and sisters of the church present. 

" The Brethren of the church adjourned to the Meeting- 
honse ; and afler having had an interview with the committee 
of the council, Voted to adjourn, to meet at half past five of the 
clock, P. M., at the Town House. 

^^Mjourned meeting. The brethren met at the town house 
agreeably to adjournment. The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by Br. Ciiarles B. Temple. The committee of the church, 
consisting of brothers Russell, Dana and Temple, informed the 
brethren, by their chairman, that the committee of the council, 
having attended to the duties assig^ned them, had put into their 
hands the following communicaliun as the result of their do- 
ings, viz : — 

"'To the church of Christ in PrincetoUf under (he pastoral 
charge of Rev. Mr, Phillips. 

" * Rev. and Beloved, — The committee appointed by a council 
motually chosen by you and the church under the late care of 
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Rev. Mr. Cowles to unite said chaiches, having satisfied them- 
selves of the personal piety of the followinjr individuals, mem- 
bers of the last named church, recommend them to your fellow- 
ihip; and they are hereby embodied in one church in accord* 
ance with your vote in accepting the result of said cooQCU* 
[Hero follow die names of forty-six individuals.] 
•* * Wishing you grace, mercy and peace, we are yours, dear 
bfethroD, with chnstiaji affection. 

Lbmusi. P* BatbSi ^ 

Ctrub Mamr, > Cbmanttee.' 

« 

Voted, to accept and aanctioa the doings of the committee 
of coaneiL 

**The deaeona of the ek«ic1i,vhL David Braoka^ Joalraa Sf- 

•Mi« GlNurlea RoaMll, and Caleb Dana, having aeverally ten- 
derod their reflignationa of said office, in coneeqnence of the 
union about to be constimmated with the chueh under the paa> 
toral care of the Rev* Mr. PliiTHpar-Therefoiey Fokdt loaocepi 
their resignation, and that tbej are, at their oum rtqu/td^ here* 
by discharged from the duties appertaining to said offi^ 

" Whereas several of our brethren and sisters have not seen 
fit to comply with the advice contained in the result of council, 
nnd to appear with the church this day before the committee 
appointed for the purpose mentioned in eaid result — Therefore, 
Voted, that the clerk of the church be authorized, when re- 
quested, to jfive certificates to socli persons as did not conform 
to the result of said council; certifying that they were mem- 
bers in regular standing: previous to the umoD| said certificate 
to bear date of this day, May 1835. 

** Voted, That brothers Charles Russell and Caleb Dana be 
directed to present to the Rev. Mr. Phillips' church, the letter 
of recommendation, UiaA the nnfon of the ohvrehea may be coo- 
Bomnmted, agreeably to the result of the ficcIeaiaBlicai coonett 
convened in this place December last, at the request of said 
ehnrchea, and in accordance with the subsequent volea and 
liansaetiona of aaid chorehes, in adopting the reaidt of said 
council. 

^ Voted to dissolve the meeting* 
Copy and record of the proceedings. 

Caleb Dara, 

Late GiMk of the Church tinder the paMonl 
can of Bov. Mr. Cowlea." 

On the 18th of the same month, the two societtecH- 

the First Parish and the EvaDgelical CoDgregatiouai So« 
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the latter was to ascertain whether its members were 
wlUiug, accordiagto the recommeadation of the resulti 
to dissolve Iheir own Sociely and join Ike First Paririk 
The members of this Society, or a large portion of them 
atloast, were meoibers of the church, and they ieit uSf 
wiHiog to have a union affected luder iwh circumstances^ 
Consequently^ after a most vigoroas'* eA>rt by those 
favorable to the measure, only tweloe of the entire socio* 
tf were iaduced to vote in fkvor of jointng said pariah. 
The roflRaindar» with tke oaeeplion of nine who voted in 
the negative, did not see fit to act at all. 

The informal mannar in which the Council^s Commit* 
iee^' satisfied thansdvesof thopMonai piety" of tbalbi^ 
ty-six individuals which they recommended to the fellow* 
ahip of the Phillips^ church, had now become an obstacle 
to the proposed union. The committee came on tbe latt 
ifay of the week — on Saturday; and in the short space 
of thru kauTM, read" the articks of faith and covenant 
of the Evangelical Congregational Church, '^and took 
an assent to them, and satisfied themselves ' of the per- 
sonal piety' ofJori^»siz individuals, Now how, accori^ 
ing to the obvious meanmg of the langusije of the resulti 

were the committee, being strangers, to satisfy thera* 
selves of the ptfsonal piety of the persons who should 
offer themselves? Can any sensible and candid nan 
give any other answer to this question than •by personal 
exaouaaiion' ,* examination in the sense in which the 
term is generally understood in orthodox chumhes f 
Such was the understanding of the original* church. 
Had they not supposed there would have been an exam- 
lantioo in the ususl sense of the term« not more thaa 



Digitized by 



IM 



three io the entire church would ever have voted to ac- 
cept the reiolt Bat was there an examination in the 

sense in which the term is generally understood by ortho- 
dox people? Forty^siz intUviducUs in three hours J 
T<Mi have perhapa, reader, been present at the examina- 

' tion of persons in relation to their religious experience 
and doctrinal views and the evidence of their having 
INMBedfroai death onto life. Howmoehtimedocharchee, 
or the committees, as the case may be, occupy in the 
examination of each individual, when there are several 
to be examined I Ten minolee in alt eaeea, nndoobted- 
]y ; probably in most cases more. But take the least, 
ten minutes. Six persons then, may be examined in an 
hour, and eighteen in three hours. But in the instance 
before us, we have forty-six in three hours. In the sense 
Ihen in which the term is generally understood, could 
there have been an examination. The majority of the 
original church have felt, that there MtiM not have been, 
and that there was not such an examination. Some per- 
sons present, too, have made statements which show, 
what the want of time evinces, that the ferty-six persons 
who presented themselves, were not in the usual Ortho- 
dox seiM of the term txamintJU It is a very delicate 
and disagreeable thing to add, but justice demands it, 
that the standing, as to a good name, of some of the per- 
sons recommended, and the character of several as to 
piety, is such as evinces that the committee, being sensi- 
ble men, could not have examined them. They never 
would have been satisfied of their piety, had they done 
so. Here then, reader, we have the reason, though not 
the only, yet the main and great reason, why the majori- 
tj of the original church could not feel wiliiog that the 
anion should go into effect. Ought they to have felt 
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wiUuig, tkat it should I Wbal if flmt tiKMit who yo* 
ted at all— nearly half of iheehureh— bad onee voted lo 

accept the result?* They voted thus, most of tbemcer- 
tuiilyi on the MppotitioDy that the peraons to be Teeoi»» 
maded to them and embodied in the ehorch wodd first 

be examined. Under these circumstaaaeaf were the 
church bound by the above vote J £very candid and pi- 
ous mind, it is believed, must answer thisquestion in tbo 

negative. In deep anxiety and distress, in many tears 
and prayers, a majority of them came to the condusioot 
that they were not, and could not be bound by it*"f 

The twelve persons in the society who were in favor 
of the union» being a majority of these who voted, pro* 
oeeded still further, however, and carried a motion to 

dissolve their society, and to join the First Parish. Ac- 
cordingly they went over forthwith to the meeting of 
the First Parish,'* and presented their names aud also 
the names of all the other members of the Evaiicrelical 
Congregational society, for the reception of said parish.l 

The First Paririi, in their meeting, accepted said list 
of names, voting tkeii* in individually. At the same 
time, alsO) a committee || was chosen to request the Eev. 
▲lonso Phillips to su[>|)ly their pulpit for the present.'^ 

Mr. Phillips, as desired, agreed to supply their pulpit 
for the present/' aad for the present only ; which 
eupply, for five sabbaths, he aceordingly rendered 
when a m?ijority of the Evangelical CongregationaJ 
>Churah, after having pondered and prayed over the sub» 

* Thn ftemlt oftte BcelMttttleal CknineO. 
t Fteillipi* "AppoaV* PP* ^ 

I Bereral jnotested at the tim«f we hm been inrormed, tgatnat tlitir 
•MIBM toiBf piMentod for adnksion into the Pint Parish. 

!| The committee were Messrs. Caleb Dana, Jom BxookSi ir«» Cluuelei 
T«BipU, Jotepb Maso!!, and Cliarlet RuwieU. 
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ject apart and together, and coaferred upon it, came to 
tbedeliberftt* aod aoleiDii conclusion thai tbejr cmM noi 
conscienthmsly go forward in a onion, under circnm* 
stances which seetaedto them adapted to the corruption 
of vital piety. In accordance with thia coodnaioiiy tbef 
addresaed the following note to their paator :~ 

Whereas it has become quite manifest to the 

subscribers, that the way is not yet prepared to carry 
the union, respecting which so much has been said and 
done, into practical effect ; and whereas, neither we 
ourselves, nor our families, seem in a situation to derive 
much beneht from our minister's labours under present 
circumstances, we regard it as onr right and onr doty 
to request, and we do hereby request him to return to 
bis former place of labour.*' 

Mr. Phillips read tliis communication to the congre- 
gation of the First Parish^ and stated that,ae he was the 
Pastor of those who were the authors of the communi- 
cation, and was in the place he then occupied only for 
a temporary supply, it was obviouaiy his doty to comply 
with their request. He therefore gave notice that he 
should discontinue supplying for 'Hhe present'' the pul* 
pit of the First Parish, and return to his former place of 
labor. From this event, two separate congregations of 
public worship were again sustained. 
' ▲ difference of opinion having arisen in the chtti^b 
under Mr. Phillips, as we have seen, as to the propriety 
of the proposed union going into effect, (many main- 
taining that it was inexpedient, on account of the un- 
satisfactory standing of several of the persons the coun- 
cil's committee*' had seen fit to recommend, while others 
were unwilling that a division in public worship should 
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take place^) a port km of ike church raCurned to Iheir 

usual place of worship with their pastor, and the others 
xomaioed at the bouse of the First Parish. Forthwith 
thereafter, the other party held a meeting and resolved 

lo coutinue their worship at the old Congregational 
house. 

On the flame day, a meeting of the united church 

was also held, and a committee appointed to wait on Mr. 
Phillips and request him to call a meeting of the church, 
to ascertain why they were not willing^ that the union 
should go into efTect." This resulted in a meeting of 
said church in July following; at which, but for the 
(q[>position of those who were determined the union 
should go as matters then stood, the persons recommend- 
ed* would have been iafermed where the difiiculty was, 
and a course adopted, there is good reason to believe, 
which would have saved the church from much of the 
evil they have since ej^perienced. Near the close of this 
meeting, when half the members had gone and the rest 
lirere on their feet, beginning to go, a resolutiont was 
offered by one of the union-men-as-matters-were, the 
purpnrt of which was that the church, in order to a har- 
monious union, wished for some opportunity to obtain 
a knowledge of the doctrinal views and religious experi- 
ence of the persons recommended. This resolution was 
retained by the mover, bat the substance of it was event* 
ually forwarded by the committee appointed for the pur- 
pose to the persons whom it concerned."! 

* The penoBf neommended by tlM Conneil'fl Committee. 

t A coiij of this iMolatlon will appear in Hie svceeediiig chapter. 

t riiilUpt' Appear, p» 11. 
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CHAPTBR XL 

Attempts to efTect a reconciliation— Further examination proffered, with a 
plan therefor — Amendment Prnpojod— Objer tions to Amendment — Call o£ 
Expnrte Council— Mr. Phillips' letter to the Council— Result of Council — 
Mr. Phillips' Dismission — Biographical Notice — Meetings suspended at th« 
Meeting House of First Parish — Mr. Demond's settlement over First Par', 
i^h— Disaffected ask for a Dismission — Call of Council — Result— Mr. Har* 
ding'fl Settlamm and Diraiteloii— Mr. GoldinUtfc** flacilaiBaat and Dto- 
miMioB-^Tall of Ms. Hitclieoek. 

After the meeting of the ehurch in Juljr, to 

which reference lias been made in the preceeding chap- 
ter» no farther attempts of the parties to effect a recon- 
ciliation were made until October feUowing, when a 
committee was appointed by the members of the church 
worshipping at the old Congregational meetinj^ house^ 
''to wait on the Rev. Mr. PhiUipa and consult with him 
in relation to existin^j difficLilties, and al^^o request him 
to call a meeting of the church, to see if some measures 
cannot be adopted that will effect a reconeiliati6n» and 
restore peace and harmony." To this proposal Mr. 
Phillips returned the following reply :— 

^' To the persons recommemded by the rmmiffee dMfMM 
iedh^the CouncUfOiiulothenmrriKqf^^ 

In reply to the proposal for a meetiD|^ of * the whole of the 
members of the charcb, at the Evan^lical Society^s House, 
eonchided that at they had seen no cause to change theh* views 
einee tfaairmeeting to July, to direct the cominittee then a|»- 

pointed for the purpose, to transmit to you the resolution then 
passed, and wh ich was not communicated at the time, for the 
reason I recently slated toCapL Baaa end ethers at my home. 

The committee above named have requested me to make out 
and send you a copy of the resolution in their behalf As I have 
not the resolution In my possefsiun^ and as it is several weeks 
eince it was passed, I shall not be able to give you ile exact lan- 
guage ; in substance, however, it was as follows: — 

" Res ilved, That in order to a more harmonious and satis- 
factory uxuo% this church wish for some suitable opportuoatf 
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to obtain a knowledge of the religions experience and doctrinal 
mws of the penooa who wiafa to become anited with them* 

**Thm raaolatlon ma moved bj Mr. Epbnim BeanmOy aad 
moqM bjMr. TfaooiMOD* 

Yoare, &c., 

PrineeCoD, Oet Id, 1835. A. Panzm." 

The original resolatioQ, the sobetance of which is in* 

tended to be embodied in the above, is found to be as 
follows: — Resolved, that the members of this church 
present wish for a knowledge of your views and feelings, 

of the reason of your hope, and of your doclriaal belief, 
that this church may have Christian fellowship with you, 
in anjf way which you shall choose to make it known to 

At a meeting of the members of the church that wor- 
shipped at the old hoose, held Oct 15, 1885, it was voted 
to comply with the wish expressed in" the above reso- 
lution. A committee was also appointed to converse 
with the absent members,^' and ascertain their viewsi 
and transmit the result to the members worshipping at Mr. 
Phillips' meeting-house. The committee, having aiten* 
ded to their duty, reported that the persons reeom* 
mended by the council^s committee" were willing to give 
a reason of their hope ' ; and at the same time propos- 
ed to the members at Mr. Phillips' meeting-house that 
A committee be appointed to meet a committee from their 
number to agree on the way and manner.''* This re- 
quest was complied with and a committee was accordbg* 
ly appointed. This committee met the other, and in due 
time made the following report : — 

^Thatthe deaconsof the church eaH a neeliagofthe whole 
dmrcb, indading the members who weie recommended and 
embodied with tm church, by the conniltse appointed by the 
mutual eouneil \ thai a pairtor, from some of the neighboring 
nhnnthesj he agieed upon by the btethien, and he invited le 



bo prMSntf to fHremde at Mid Hmtkif ; mad ftfaak the saiJ p&m* 
tor, together with the deacons of the chureh, have the liberty to 
ask each qaeetloiiB, relative to our doctrinal views and Chris* 
tian experience, as they in their wiedoM doim expedient. Wm 
further propose, if after Christian measures shall have been 
taken, there should be any of the members who do not give 
satisfnctory evidence of their piety, that their eases be propose^ 
to the church, by the deacons, for the action of the church there- 
on, and iftlio church consider such member or members as 
unsuitable to commune with the church, that euch be notified 
thereof, and be requested to wait until satisfactory evidence can 
be obtained by the church." 

To this proposition, the members to whom it was made 
bad several objections, which, in their view, were 
weighty. In the first plaoei th0 pervoos that bad been 
recommended must all be considered as members of the 
church already. Hence they did not see the propriety 
of their giving the deacona a reason of their hctpe any 
more than other members of the ehnroh. Another ob« 
jection alleged, was, that no member of the church, or 
even of their standing oommitteei was to take a part in 
the examination, except the deacons. This seemed to 
them itividious. *'And besides, one of the deacons had 
prejudged in the case — had shown by his eonrse and 
said that he was willing to come into fellowsbtp ami 
communion with them, asking no questions^ havlng^ no 
^ further action'' ; so that, furthermore^ it was wrong to 
throw the whole responsibility upon two membersy*' es* 
pecially when the other deacon was unwilling to" take 
this responaihiiity/' la view of these objections, it was 
voted unanimonsly^ that they eonid not agree to it, and 
the following ameudment to the plan was proposed :— 

That the persons recommended by the council's committee 

^ive the reason of their hope, in the hearing of as many mem- 
bers of the church as mny wish to be present, to all tfie niem« 
ber.s of our standincr committee (except Mr. Phillips, who feels 

uowiiUngto he present)— each meinber of tae committee ha¥# 
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ing liberty to ask such qncstions as he may deem proper and im- 
portant, and of one minister (either Mr. Miller or Mr. Nelson, 
as you may choose,) and that the minister and committee decide 
whether there are any, and if any, whose evidence is not satis* 
factory, and that the person or persons whose evidence is not 
satisfactory, accordiog to yoor committee's proposal stand apart 
from the church." 

This proposed aroendmeot was at once rejectedi and 

the iollowing reasons assigned : — 

First, becaate the plan you propose requires apotCionoftiie 
ehurcb, (those embodied therein by the conncirs committee,) to 
pfosent themselves for examination before a committee, a major* 
ity of whom have repeatedly refused to acknowledgfe them as 

members of said church, or as entitled to any of the rifjlits and 
privileges of membership, and this too, as we think, in violation of 
high moral obligations, too sacred to be disregarded ; and he- 
cause that the said committee have already ,pre-judged in the 
case, by thus denyinn^to said members the rights and privileges 
to which they are entitled by the result of an enlightened mu- 
tual council, sanctioned by virtue of the church. 

"Secondly, because yon propose to place in this same com- 
mittee an uncalled for and unwarrantable assumption of power, 
not delegated to them by the church — the power of determining 
the noemoersbip of all those recently embodied therwa^ thereby 
depriving the said church of any power of action io theurcase.**' 

A ineetinor was held by the persons worshipping at the 
old house, on the 4th of December, and a vote passed 
to call a comeU to dissolTe, if expedient, the pastoral 
relations of the Rev. Mr. Phillips with the church, and 
aUo to consider and advise the church in relation to the 
mlMippy diflioalties existing therein." The members 
worshipping at Mr. Phillips* meeting-honse were infited 
to attend the above meeting, but declined, alleging as 
their prioeipal reason,— ''that the resoli of the coancil 
they have had already, had been the oecasionof tnmeose 
evil," and therefore they could see no reason ** to hope 
for good from another/' Previous to the assembling of 
the proposed ooancil, however, the members of the 
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church worshipping at the Re?. Mr. Phillips' nKWt tBp* 

house, '^wiiiing to do any thin^ to effect a reconciliation 
that seemed to them at all consisteat and right/' prapo^ 
ed that the persons recommended by the council's com- 
mittee, ** designate themselves, six, to be added to the ex- 
amining committee." This was declined, by replying 
that it would not be any more satisfactory." 

They consequently proceeded to carry into execution 
their vote of Dec. 4, 1835, and an exparte council was 
convened on the 20th of January, 1836, consisting of 
the church of Christ in New Braiiuree, under the 
charge of Rev. John Fiske; the church in North Brook- 
field, under Rev. Dr. Snell ; the church in Hubbardstoo, 
under Rev. Samuel Gay; the church in Leicester, un- 
der Rev. John Nelson ; the church in Rutland, undei 
Rev. Josiah Clark ; the church in Templeton, nnder 
Rev. Lemuel P. Bates; the church in West J^oylston, 
under Rev. Elijah Paine, and the church in tiolden, 
under Rev. Wm. P. Paine, — each pastor being accom* 
panied with a delegate. Mr. Phillips, together with th^ 
members who had worshipped with him, were apprised of 
the meeting of said council and invited to be present.-^ 
They c()mj)licd with said invilatioa. He also CQiDmuai-t 
cated the follow iog letter 

•* To the Onmea/^ Sfc. 
^ Dear Brethren was informed last week, by a note from 
a man who is one of the committee for convoking another coun* 
cil, that the first business of the council would l)e, to consider 
my relation to the church, and if thought expedieWi djaaolve 
it. Though I have had no voice in calHnj^ the coiuieO« you may, 
perhaps, wish, or at any rate, be willing to hear something 
from me before you proceed to a business so important and se- 
rious. The facts then, in the case, are these. Some ftiur or five 
weeks afler the last council's committee had been called here 
to attend to the duties assigned them, a majority of the original 
church addressed a cooununicytkm to me^ in which they avow« 
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•d, wkfa raOcitDt clearnm their muHllinj^iess to have the 
proposed union go into effect under prmnt circumstances, and 
requested me, ae their pastor, to resnme my labois in theb 
Ibnaer plioe of wofgbip. This eommunication I read to the 
congregation at the old meeting-house, and then returned to 
my church. On my doincf this, n portion of the ori^rrinal rhnrch 
merjred themselves amon^o- tlic people at the old house, and be- 
gan to Eustain a separate public worship, first by reading and 
subsequently preaching". Thus commenced the present practi- 
cal division in the original church. I resumed and continued 
my labours as requested, until utterly disabled in health, when 
1 gave notice that I could do no more at present. When, after 
several weeks relaxation and jourrieyiner, I had recovered sii'li- 
cient health to be able to preach, I found circumstances to be 
such as rendered it, in iny judgment, inexpedient to resume 
my labors. In this the church, with great apparent reluctance 
and grief, acquiesced. I do not then, you now perceivei doubt- 
less, regard myself as theiMMfor of the people who propose that 
jrou should dismiss me. 1 am not (Mrpadmr. 

^ You win not think me wanting then, I trust, brethren, in 
Christian respect and courtesy, if f say, in Yiew of these facts, 
that I cannot admit, but do hereby deny your right to exercise 
any jurisdiction in the case. The church of which I am pastor 
and myself both, decline uniting in the council. You will not 
then brethren, I trust, undertalce to ' sit and act upon me.' 

"PrayinfT that you may be endued abundantly with the 
wisdom which I know you will feel that you need, should you 
get a full view of the entangled and dreadful state of theielig- 
i^is afOurs of the place, I subscribe myselff 

Yours, ^c^ A, Phillips." 

The Council came to tee following result : — 

*^The Council are unanimously of opinion, that there is but 
one Con^egational Church in Princeton, viz ; that which is 
called * fie united church,* and that now worshipping in what is 
called <tfae old meetinghouse' ; 

^ That whereas, the Rev. Alonso Phillips, {)astor and minis- 
ter of the Congregational Church and Society in Princeton, has 
lefhised and neglected to administer the ordinances to said 
chuich and society for a long time, and whereas the said Mr. 
Phillips has refused to unite in calling a Mutual Ecclesiastical 
Council to dissolve said relation, when requested to do so, there- 
.fore hinderinnr the prosperity and wounding the cause ofZion; 

Voted, That the pastoral relation subsistmn- between the 
Rev. Mr. Phillips and the Congregational Church iu this piacci 
ongbt to be, and hereby is dissolved*" 

16 
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To the foregoing charge Mr. Phillips replies*:—*' The 

charge speaks of me, you perceive as the minister of 
the CoDgregationai bocietj. But I never was their min* 
isier. They never did any thing to constitute me 

I heir minister ; they never regarded me as such. Who* 
ever heard of a Society passing a vote to request tJieir 
mmsUr to supply their * pulpit for the present ?^ Here 
then, reverend gentlemen, you are totally mistaken. 
The first part of the charge is^ that I had ' refused 
to administer the ordinances to them': To refase, 
means, according to Webster, to deny a request, de- 
mand, invitation, or command ; to decline to do what 
is solicited* claimed, or commanded* This I have never 
done. What the council call the church at the old 
meeting-house, never requested, nor invited, nor com- 
manded me to administer the ordinances to them. AH 
the request I ever received from the people at the old 
house, was that from the first parish, to supply their 'pul- 
pit for the present'; and with this request I complied." 

As we have already been apprised, in the letter of 
Mr. Phillips to the Council, he had asked a dismtssiw 
previous to the convening of the Council, which was 
granted. This occurred the 13th of Jannaryi 1836, at 
a meeting f called in part at his request,^' when, on 
instance of the following letter, the church voted 
unanimously, in consideration of the present unhappy 
state of affairs, tho' with much appa^reut reluctance and 
grief, to grant bis request'' :— 

« To the Church of ChriaL 

^ Dear Brethren,— When I answered, more than fifteen years 
ago, your unanimous call to settle with you in - the work of the 
gospel moiistfy,' I expressed, as some of yon douhtiess recoi* 

t Sef PbUHpe' Appeal, pp.9S, S3. f Seo CburcU Eecords, toL i, 

» 
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ieetf a willingness and delermination, to cast in my lot with 
yours, then in no very encouraging^ circumstances ; to live or 
die with yon. The whole history of my ministry shows, that 
f liave never swerved from this purpose. The history of thi« 
church, too, shows that ray ministry, its many faults notwith- 
standing", haa been quite as successful aa that of most other 
men's uader similar circumstances. The course, however, 
which has been pursued by some of the members of the church 
for the last six months, the particulars of which, as they are 
well known to you ail, I need not state in this communication, 
iiave thrown obstacles in the way of my success in future, and 
inflicted a wound on my feelings, which must, doubtless, justify 
me in y<mr view, in reqaesting you, as I now do, to allow me to . 
foave yon, to unite with me in the uaaal mearares for dinolTinf 
4mr connexion. And my the God of peaee and love be witi 
jrou forever. A. Pbilufs. 

PrmeUoni January 22, 

* 

A Council convened at the house of Mr. Phillips and 
consummated the vote of the church before mentioned 
relative to bis dismission. Mr* Phillips, daring bis 
ministry in Princeton, had enjoyed the anlimited confi* 
dence of the na embers of his church and society nearly 
4o the time of his dismission. Several, a short time pre- 
vious thereto, became disaffected however, as we have 
Been in the narrative. About sixty young persons united 
with the church in the course of his ministry. No year 
passed without receiving some new members. The 
whole number added during this period was one huudred 
«jid thirty-fire. 

Rev. Alonzo Pbillips was born at Bradford, in diis 
•State, Sept. 1, 1788. His father, Ca[)t. Timothy Phil- 
lips, was a revolutionary patriot He prepared for col* 
lege at the academy in Bradford ; graduated, in 1815, 
-at the ]\liddlebiiry Collcnre, Vt., and immediately com- 
menced his tkeological course at Andaver. He spent 
his first year in the ministry as a domestic missionary in ' 
the Slate of Vermont* Soou after his dismission from. 
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Princeton he removed with bis family to Newburyport, 

where he resided until his death, which occurred April 
24, 183^. Daring the years of his ministry he prepared 
about 650 MS. sermons. These sermons were well 
studied, and abundantly evince a mind naturally Clear 
and discriminating. 

On the 9th of June, 1836, a committee was appointed 
by the First Parish to " request the society worshipping 
at the Rev. Mr. Phillips' Meeting House to appoint a 
committee" to see if they can agree upon measures for 
effecting a Union," At a meeting of the Evangelical 
Society, on the 20th of the same month, it was voted 
to choose a committee, consisting of five'' persons, to 
meet the above mentioned committee, with the following 
instructions: — ''That the only condition on Which the 
members of the First Parish can be united with us, is, 
by uniting with our society in a legal way. In case 
they see fit to unite with us, we will allow them to vote 
in all matters, or suspend action till they become voters 
by law." It was also Voted, Tliat we feel the busi- 
ness must be closed soon and that we cannot make or 
receive any more communications on this subject of 
' union. The First Parish refused to accede to this vote ; 
but at the same time voted that they were willing to 
meet for public worship, in either of the Congregational 
Meeting Houses.'' Whereupon, the Society worshipping 
at the house of the Rev. Mr. Phillips^ former labor, 
voted that they were willing, as individuals, that the 
First Parish should come in and worship with ihcm.'* 
The First Parish voted to accept this invitation, and at 
the same time, to suspend meetings at the first parish 
meeting house for the present, until otherwise ordered 
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by said parish, and meet ia the new meeting bouse for 
religioM worship.''* 

The members worshipping at Mr. Phillips' ^'former 
place of labor," had, previous to this, rnvited Rev. Eli- 
jah Demond, of HoUistoa, to preach to them ; and ia a 
short tinie they iQvked him to settle with them* He 
however negatived this call, and sabseqaently, on the 
S4th of September, 1830, accepted an invitation from 
those previously worshipping at the old honsa to become 

their pastor. On the 26th of October following, Mr. 
Demond was installed. The exercises on that occasion 
ware as follows : — ^Introdttctory prayer by Rev. Samael 
Gay of Hubbardston ; Sermon by Rev. Jacob Ide, D. D., 
of West Medway ; Installiog'prayer by Rev, Job Fisher 
of New Braintree; Charge to the pastor by Bev. Dr. 
Snell of North Brookfield ; Right hand of fellowship by 
Rev. Cyrus Mann of Westminster ; Address to the 
Charch and Society by Rev. Josiah Clark of Rutland ; 
Concluding prayer by^Rev. John Nelson ; Benediction by 
the Pastor. 

A committee was chosen in November, 1836, who 

were instructed to remove the Sabbath School Library^ 
from the small to the large meettag-house."* 

The members that stiil worshipped at the small 
house/' thirty-two in number, reqaested a -dismission 
and recommendation^ with a view to be formed into a 
new Charch by themselves." Their request, however, 
was not granted. It was renewed the second time, 
•witliout avail. Whereupon it was agreed to call a mu- 
tual council, to **eonsider the subject of their dismission. 
Accordingly, a council was convened Feb. 7, 1838, 

• Whether tble vote wai ever reicinded we are unable to state. 

} Tk9 eomniUM were iotUk OattiBf^ Grieb Dim, ud Giutlft B. Temple. 

16* 
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consisting of the church in Hubbardston under the 
charge of Rev. Samuel Gay ; the chur^ch ia Leicester un* 
der Rev. John Nelson ; the church in Rutland under Reir. 
Josiah Clark ; the church in Hardwick under Rev. Wm. 
Eaton, and the church in Keeae, N. H., under Re?. 
Z. S* Barstowy— each of the minialera of said churches 

being accompanied with a delegate. The following 19 
the result; — The council express their sympathy witb 
the aggrieved persons^ as the long tried friends of trutb, 
and as honestly supposing themselves entitled to a dis- 
missioa because they cannot, as they think, conscien* 
tiously come into the measures of the church, lest they 

approve of things that are wrong. And yet we think 
they misjudge in this respect; and on the other hand» 
the council are fully persuaded that the reasons urged by 
the church against granting the request of the petition- 
ers, are sound and judicious; and that it would be wrong 
to perpetuate divisions by erecting a new church state in 
Princeton."* 

The present Congregational Meeting House was com* 
pieted in 1838. Mr. Demond continued his labors in 
this place until 1839, when, at his request, he was dis* 
missed on the 8th of November of that year. FTe was a 
graduate of Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H., in 
. 1816, and pursued his theological studies at Andover. 

Rev. Mr. Harding, the successor to Rev. Mr. De- 
mond, was ordained March 20, 1840. The exercises 
were — Introductory prayer by Rev. Mr. Paine of Hol- 
den ; Sermon by Rev. Mr. Rogers of Franklin St., Boston ; 
Ordaining prayer by Rev. Samuel Gay of Hubbardston; 
Charge to the pastor by Rev. Josiah Clark of Rutland ; 
Fellowship of the churches by Rev. Samuel Lamson of 

* For ttid coawa taken ty tho dimffgctad, i<e lucoe^diag €lMipt<t> 
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Brighton ; Address to the church and society by Rev. 
Cyrus MaQQ of Westminster; Concluding prayer by 
Rev. S. G. Buckinglirirn of Millbury ; Benediction.— 
Mr. Harding was dismissed^ at his request, on the 28th 
of August, 1844. 

In March, 1845, it was voted by the church and 
parish to give Rev. Joseph Vaiil a call to settle. ' Mr. Vaill 
however declined. Id June of the same year, Rev. AI* 
fred Goldsmith accepted an invitation to settle in Prince- 
ton, His installatioa took place July 15, 1845. The 
exercises on the occasion were as follows : — ^Introductory 
prayer by Rev. J. W. Cross of West Boylston ; Ser- 
mon by Rev. G. W, Blagdon of Old South Church, 
Boston ; Installing prayer by Rev. Sweetser of Cen* 
tral Church, Worcester ; Charge to the pastor by Rev. 
E. Smalley of Union Church, Worcester; Fellowship 
of the churches by Rev. A. BuUard of Barre ; Address 
to the people by Rev. S. S. Smith of Westminster ; Con» 
eluding prayer by Rev. O. B. Bidwell of Hubbardston, 
tnd Benediction by the pastor* Mr. Goldsmith contin- 
ued his labors until the 17th of June, 1849, when he 
was, at his request, dismissed. 

Since the last date, the Congregational Church in 
Princeton has had no settled pastor. It was voted, 
June 20, 1850, to give the Rev. Wm. D. Hitchcock a 
call to settle over the church in the work of the gospel 
ministry. Mr. Hitchcock negatived thecal!. He how* 
ever continued to supply their pulpit for ten months ; 
and has since settled over the Congregational Church in 
Clinton. Their pulpit, since he left, has been supplied 
by diHcrent miiiLsters, mostly by students from the The- 
ological Seminary at Audover. 
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CHAPTER XIL . 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

fotfoduction of Methodism iuto Princeton— Messrs. Lewto aad Fiy join Class 
at Worcester — FItbI Methodist Preaching by Kev. James Porter— Revival of 
fieligiun under the Labors of Rev. Mr. Paine — Foniiaiion of CIa^'Pe^!— 
Hubbardston and llutland made dtations — New Meeting House — Firat 
Cluarterly Conference— Purchase of Furniture for Parsonage — Present to 
the Cbttreb— Stationed Pceackers — Mumficesce of Mrs. ^^abby BrooJu. ^ 

Methodism is said to be *' a child of Providence." 
That it was iairoduced iato Prioceton under Providen- 
tial circumstances none can doubti upon becoming ac- 
quainted with its brief history. During the first of the 
year 1838, Mr. George Lewis and Mr. Silas Fay, the 
former a member of the Baptist church and the latter a 
member of the Congregational church, requested dis- 
mission from those churches. Their request being 
granted, they joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Worcester. The Rev, James Porter, who was the 
stationed preacher at that time in Worcester, and under 
whose watchcare they had placed themselves, was invited 
to come to Princeton to preach. With this request be 
very readily complied, and, in March of the same year, 
preached in the old Town House, to a large concourse 
of people. He learned at this time, the condition of the 
place, and the existence of a desire to become better 
acquainted with Methodist doctrines and usages, on the 
part of many of the people. 

As they desired preaching on the Sabbath, which he 
was unable to render himself, be requested Rev. Benja- 
min Paine, of Oxford, (who at that time sustained a su- 
pernumary relation to the New England Annual Confer- 
ence of the M. E. Church,) to spend a few Sabbaths in 
FrificetoD. Mr. Paine compiled with the request, and 
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commenced preaching here the third Sabbath in April, 
1836, and eontinued until the first of Jane following,— 

at which time he engaged to preach for them one year 
additional. From the commencement of his ministerial 
labors among the people, there was an evident serious 

ness and an incrcasiniir attention to the words of life 
preached by him, until some time in August following ; 
vrfaen, at Valley Tillage, or Slab city,*' where had 
held a third service on the Sabbath, a revival of religion 
broke out. Such was the interest now manifested on 
the subject of religion, that hundreds assembled to hear 
the word, while the revival influence extended into every 
part of the town and also into several of the adjacent 
lowns, especially Hubbardston and Rutland. It is said 
to have been the most extensive and powerful revival of 
religion ever experienced in this community. As the 
fruits of it, many were added to the church of Christ.— 
On the 15th of August, Mr. Paine formed a class of 
about twenty members in Hubbardston, and on the 3lst, 
one in this town of about thirty members. 

In the early part of the succeeding year, another class 
was formed, in Rutland, consistiniT of twenty-five mem- 
bers. During the conference year many accessions 
were made to these classes, especially to the one in 
"Princeton, so that at its close, in June, 1830, the M. E. 
Church numbered in ail, comprising the three classes 
referred to, 138 communicants. Ma^y of this number 

were the former mcinljers of Rev. Mr. Phillips' church, 
which has been conspicuous in the preceding chapters* 
Many accessions during this revival were also^ made to 
the Congregationalist church in this place.* At the 
session of the Conference in June, 1839, as Mr. Paine 
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had heretofore sustained a supernumary relation, it waa 
changed to that of effective, aud he waa then stationed 
at Prineelon. At the same CooferenGe, Hobbardstoo 
was also made a station, and Rev. J. "Whitman, jr., ap- 
pointed to labor there ; and Rutland waa left to be avLf^ 
plied by the Presiding Elder* 

Immediately on the return of Mr. Paine from Confer- 
ence, the church and society under his charge, feeling 
the need of a aiore oonvenient place for public worship, 

commenced building a meeting-house. This house was 
erected at an expense of about forty-fire hundred dol- 
lars, exclusive of the bell, (which was purchased by 
subscription, at an expense of about five hundred dol- 
lars, of which Jonas Brooks, Esq* paid two hundred 
dollars.) It was completed in the coarse of the eastting 
winter, and dedicated on the 13th of February, 1840. 
The dedicatory prayer was offered by the Pastor, and 
tlie sermon preached by Rev. L. Scudder, now of 
tke New York East Conference. During the early part 
of the year 1840, the Methodist Episcopal Society com* 
neneed its iegat existence* The first quarterly meedng 
oonferenee was held on the 16ih of February of that 
year. Rev. Bartholomew Otheman, now of Providence 
Annual Conference, was the Presiding Elder. At this 
Conference, George Lewis, Jonas Brooks, Esq. and Ed^ 
ward A. Goodnow, were elected the first stewards of the 
M. £. Church in Princeton. The class leaders that had 
been previously appointed by the pastor, were, John H. 

Brooks and Luther Crawford, 

Mr. Paia^ who accomplished much for the society in 
its infaney, continued his labors with tham until June, 

1840, which date terminated the term preachers are al- 
lowed to remain at one time, on the same station, or 



circuity In the Methodist Episcopal connection. Rev. 
Btepbea Coshing wu appointed aa the saeceMor of Mr* 
Paine. Daring the miQiatratioDs of Mr.'CuBhinj, a 
considerable amount of furniture was purchased by sub- 
acription, for the use of the stationed preachers inFHnce- 
ton. In the year 1841, Rev. William R. Stone wassta* 
tioned over this church, whose pastoral labors were high* 
ly appreciated by the church and congregation. Rev. 
J. R. Sawyer was appointed to succeed Mr. Stone in 
1842. Mr. Sawyer, after laboring a few months with 
the people^ withdrew from the M. E. Church and cone 
nected himself with the Trne Wesleyans.*' 

Fortunately for the church and society, Rev. Joseph 
W. LewiSi who was at that time preachiag in West 
Boybton, was engaged as Mr. Sawyer's substitute. Mr. 
Lewis was vigilant in looking after the spiritual inter* 
ests of the church. He labored with them with great 
aoceptanee until the session of the Conference, in 1843, 
from which he was returned to Princeton, as also from 
the succeeding one in 1844, closing his labors here in 
1845. During his f ministrationa seveial were added to 
the church. Rev, Kinsman Atkinson succeeded Mr« 
Lewis/ who was diligent in the work of the ministry* 

In 1846, Rev. Howard C. Dunham was the stationed 
preacher. In September of this year Mrs. OiiYO Winch 
presented to the church a set of communion service* 
The money by which said set was purchased, was earned 
by her own industry after having passed the age of three 
score years and ten. On the 6th of September, 1846, 
the folkfwing resolution was unanimously adopted by the 
church : — Resolved, That the thanks of this church 
be given to our aged and respected sister Winch, for the 
set of communion service she has this day presented to 
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prayers that she may ever feel that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive." 

In the years 1847—8, Re?* Albert A* Cook^ wa& 
stationed here, whose labors much increased the congre- 
gation. The succeeding conference year, Rev. Henry 
M* Bridge was the pastor, &ev. Jeremiah Ij. Hana* 
ford was appointed in April, 1850, and continued till 
April, 1852, £ev. Simon Putnam is the stationed 
preacher this year,* 

The Methodist Episcopal Church and Society in 
Princeton, have a fund of little more than $600, which 
was presented said church and society some years since 
by Mrs. Nabby Brooks, the annual interest of which 
goes to the support of public worship. The church gives 
promise of accomplishing extensive good. Hitherto 
its influence has been most salutary, and we trust still 
more nuinerous and healthful influences will emanate 
irom it.t 

« We hBYB not ttumi^t it bMt to glv* any Mognidikal skotehM of the dif- 
ferent preachers of this church, ai their stay has necessarily l»een Umitod. 
t Foe AfliGlot of Failh of Um M. SL Chiiich,teoDiMlpUao, m. ii. 



CHAPTER Xra. 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 
FoODfttion of the Baptist Society— First Baptist in Town— First Preaching— 
Eev. Mr. Andrews— Organization of tlie Church— Articles of Faith— Rev. 
Mr. Walker— Rev. Mr. Johnson— Seitiement and Dismission of Mr. Morse 
—Call and Settlement of Mr. Lovel— His Dismission— Settlement of iNlr. 
Ball— Settlement of Mr. Cunningham— Accessions to the Church— Di»- 
mlulon of Hf« CaniiiiighaiiH-Teinporary Supply of the Puipit. 

The records of the Baptist Society do not bear aa 
earlier date than 1817. On the 9th of April of that ^ ear 
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mjky<mB iadhridoals, Beveral of whom were members of 

the Baptist church in Holden, formed themselves into a 
society by the name of the Baptist Society in Prince- 
ton." Tradition reports that Mr. Aaron Perry, living 
upon the farm now known by the name of the " Rice 
place,^' was the first person of this denomination belong* 
ing to town. The records of the town partially infirm 
the Toice of tradition. At a town meeting, held May 5, 
1770, it was voted that ** Aaron Perry be left out of the 
jDinisterial rates/'* on the account of his being of the 
Baptist persuasion, and an article was inserted in the 
warrant for the town meeting to be held May 27, 1776, 
to see if the town will abate all, or any of the ministe* 
rial rates of those persons that are of the Baptist persua- 
sion." The vote of the town in reference to this article 
reads as follows : — Voted, to abate the ministerial rates 
of Steph^ Ralphs Sadey Mason, and Aaron Perry.** 
For several years bubaei^ucat to this pcnud tins favor 
was refused. 

The records of the Society commence, as before stated^ 
April 9, 1817. William Everett was chosen moderator, 
and Stephen Mirick, jr., clerk. Previous to this time, 
however, there was occasional Baptist preaching at the 
house of Mr. Perry, and, as early as the year 1805, the 
Rev. Elisha Adams, then Pastor of the Baptist church 
in Templeton, commenced preaching in town at the 
residence of Mr William Everett, usnally spending 
eight or ten Sabbaths in Princeton during each year. 
The Baptists in town then belonged to the Baptist church 
in Templeton ; but on the 31st of December, 1807, 

♦ The '* ministuriai rates" related to what was raised ior the support of the 
Establhbed Cburch. 

16 
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at tbeir reqaest, Ihey were 
eonneoted with the church in Holdeib 

Under the miaistratiou of Mr. Andrews, several addi* 
tioos were made to the church. He continaed hisiabors 
until 1819. For three years aobseqnent thereto. Rev* 
John Walker preached to them one fourth of the time. 
There was a revival of religicn under his ministr j, and 
as fruits of it nearly twenty became connected with the 
church ill Holden, Their meetings during this period 
were usually held at one of the school-houses, umialj at 
the ^« North school4iouse9" so called. In they ie> 

quested a dismission from the church in Holdea, for thtf 

purpose of being united into a distinct church.'* This 

request was granted on the 8ist of July of that year^ and 

they were duly organized as a Church of Christ in 

Princeton, numbering at the time twenty-eight members. 

The following are the Articles of Faith adopted at the 

organization :— 

We believe that the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, were given by infallible inspiration of God, 
and that they contain our only and su&cient rule of faith and 
praclice. 

2, We believe that the Holy Scriptures teach us that there 
is only one living and true God ; poBseosing infinite immutable 
wisdom, power, hoUness, justice, guodoass and truth ; and that 
this one God consists in three PeisoM-Hhe Father, the fikuii 
and the Holy Ghost 

We believe that the first man, Adam, was created op* 
right and holy, and by a dif ine constitution wm pfatccd the hesd 
and representative of his posterity,so thataU mankind descend* 
ing from him by mutual generation, are, in consequence of hie 
disobedience, involved in a state of sin and guilt, yet so as not 
to destroy the moral agency of mankind, nor the persottsl re- 
sponsibility of every individual. 

"4. We believe that Jesus Christ is truly and properly 
the Son of God, and that in hun the Divine and human natures 
are no united as to be one Person, and that be is the only Mor 
diator between God and man. 

We beUeve that Jesus Christ was from Eternity set as 
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lha Uedkitar^f the Heir covMurt, and that In that coyeDantm 
cettain number of the honm lace was given to him, of the Fa« 
thereby an irrevocable purpose of Grace, who shall infaliiblf 
be saved through the Mediator of the aUmement, by laith in 

Christ, renovation of heart, and true holiness. 

"6. We believe that Jesus Christ has made a true and 
proper atonement for mankind by the sacrifice of himself for sin. 

" 7. We belive that ail who are truly reg^enerated by the 
Spirit of God, and ao are penitent baUevers m Christ, wili he 
Infallibly saved. 

"8. We believe that all true believers are jastified by faith 
Lq Christ, and their sins freely forgiven, for the saice ol the 
atonement 

**9. We believe it is the duty of believers to be baptized 
by a total immersion in water, and for baptized believers to par* 
take of the Lord*b Supper, and that regularly ordained miina- 
ten of the Gospel are the only authomed admtmatiatoia of 
Ifibae ordinancea» 

la We believe that the fiat day oP the week ought to 
be observed as the Christian Sabbath. 

^ 11. We bdieve that every Christian ehnreh haa AiU power 
to receive, discipline, and encode herown members, according 
to the laws of Christ, yet in proper subordination to the offices 
which the gretii Head of the chorch has appointed. 

^ 12. We believe that the officers which Christ has appoint* 
ed in his church are Bishops and jDeaeonai wlioee official an* 
thority is exclusively ministerial. 

^ 13. We believe that every Christian wiio baa a iamily ia 
hound to maintain visible religion in it. 

'* 14. We believe that all men will be raised from the dead 
and judged according to the deeds done in the body, and that 
the righteous will bo received into endless Happiness, and liie 
wicked will go away into eodless PunifibmenL'' 

After the formatioa of the chiireii in Priaceton, Mr. 
Walker eoniined liia labors exclusively to the church ia 
Hoiden, and the Rev. Mr. Andrews was again employed 
to preach in towa half of the time. He cootinued hie 
labors nearly two years. Rev. Bliaha Andrews was n 
man of uacommon talents, as a preacher, although he 
had never enjoyed the advantages of a College eduoation* 
He is reported to have been remarkably happy in the 
expository stjie of preaching. 
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Upon the leaving of Mr. Andrews the ohnrch were 

dependent upon temporary eni^nfTements until 1826, 
wliea lieir. Elias Johnson became their pastor, preaching 
alternate Sabbaths in Princeton and Westminister. 
During his ministrations nearly thirty were added to the 
church. In 1828, a meeting house was erected at an 
expense of $2,000. This house was located about a 
mile north from the centre of the town, and was built of 
brick. Mr. Johnson closed his ministerial laboi^ with 
the society in 1830. 

In March, 1830, about thirty members requested and 
obtained a dismission from this church, and formed 
themselves into a distinct church at Westminster. On 
the 27th of September following. Her. Appleton Morse 
received an unanimous call to become the pastor of the 
church and society in Princeton and Westminister. 
Mr. Morse, having accepted the call, was ordained Oct. 
19. The following were the exercises on that occa- 
sion : — Reading the Scriptures by Rev. Asaph Meriam 
ofBoylston; Introductory prayer by the same; Sing- 
ing by the choir ; Sermon by Rev. Ira Chase, Profes- 
sor of BibHcal Theology m the Newton Theological Ins- 
titute; Anthem; Ordaining pi yer by Rev. Elisha Sam- 
son of Harvard ; Charge by Rev. Abel Fisher of West 
Boylston ; Rigiit hand of fellowship by Rev. John Walk- 
er of Holden ; Address to the church by Rev. Mr. Fish- 
er; Concluding prayer by Rev. Samuel Everett of Mil- 
toid, N. II. ; Ordination Antliem ; Benediction by the 
pastor. Mr. Morse divided his labors between the two 
places until the spring of 1831, when they were confined 
exclusively to Princeton. About twenty >five were ad- 
ded to the church under his labors, which terminated 
April 1, 1832, at his own request. 
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The Rev. Appleton Morse was born in HopkintOD, 
in this State^ March 7, 1805. He entered Brown Uni- 
▼ershy in June, 1824. ^* Daring his sophomore year, 
m health obliged him to leave the University and sus- 
pend for a time his studies." On bis recovery, he en- 
tered upon a theological course at the Institution at 
Newton, and graduated in 1830. Soon after his dis- 
mission from Princeton, he was settled in Fitchburg, 
where he remained forsoTeral years. 

After the dismission of Mr. Morse, the church was 
supplied with preaching from temporary sources until 
1^04. In June of that year^ Bev. Nehemiah O. Lovell 
received and accepted an invitation to become their min- 
ister. He was ordained on the Idth of July, 1834. 
Exercises as follows :— Introductory prayer and reading 
the Scriptures by Rev. Alonzo Phillips, pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Princeton ; Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Patterson; Ordaining prayer by Rev. Appleton Morse» 
previous pastor ; Charge, by Dr. Lovell, father to the 
pastor elect; Right hand of fellowship by Rev. Mr. Bis- 
ing ; Address to the church and society by Rev. Mr. 
Willard ; Concluding prayer by Rev. J. P. Cowles, pas* 
tor of the Congregational church in Princeton. Mr. 
Lovell continued the minister of the church until No* 
Yember, 1836, when, at his own request, he was dis* 
missed. Rev. Nehemiah G. Lovell was born Aug. 20, 
1806| at Rowley, in this State. He was the son of a 
Baptist clergyman. He graduated at the Brown Uni- 
versity in 1833. On his dismission from Princclon, he 
became pastor of the Baptist church in Amherst, N. H« 

Immediately alier the dismission of Mr. Lovell, Rev. 
Mason Ball commericcd preaching to the church and 
jociety in Princeton, and, on the IKh of Marchf 1837| 

1«* 
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received and accepted an unanimous call to settle with 

them iathe (Jospcl ministry. He coiuiiiued pastor un- 
til 1841^ when he was dismissed* In June, of the same 
year. Rev. Mr. Coburn of Boston was invited to become 

their pastor : lie however negatived tlie invitation. Tiie 
present Baptist church was erected about this time. 

In October of 1841) Rev. Orlando Cnnningham of 
Reading, Mass., received an invitation to become pastor 
of the churcii. Having accepted the invitation, be was 
ordained Nov, 23. The exercises on the occasion 
were — ^Introdactory prayer by Rev. David Goddard of 
Leominster; Reading of the Scriptures by Rev. Mr. 
Harding, Congregationalist preacher of Princeton ; Ser- 
mon by Rev. J. W. Parker of Cambridge ; Ordaining 
prayer by Rev. Grin Tracy of Fitchburg ; Charge to 
the candidate by Rev. John Allen of Sterling; Right 
hand of fellowship by Rev, Andrew Pollard of Holden • 

Address to the church and congregation by Rev. S. B. 
Swain of Worcester ; Concluding prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Goddard. Under the labors of Mr. Cunningham, several 
were hopefully converted and connected themselves with 
the church. He coutiuued his labors with them until 
January, 1844, when, at bis own request, his pastoral 
relation was dissolved. During this year several of the 
members withdrew from the church, having imbibed 
Xhe views of the Anti-Sabbatarians. 

Since the dismission of Mr. Cunningham, the Baptist 
cliurch and society in Princelou have been dependent 
upon temporary engagements for a supply of their pul- 
pit. They have had no preaching however since No- 
vember, iooi, • 
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CHAPTER xnr. , 

First Public Scliool in Town — Division of the Town into School Districts — 
Appropriations for Scliooiing — Select bchuolii — Muuiiiceuce o( Jabu 
Brooks, Bsq. — ^Native Ministen. 

Although the early settlers of this town were not fa« 
vored with many educational pn?inges,yet they evinced 
an interest in the subject, and^ considering their means, 
accomplished much. As soon as they were legally in- 
corporated into a District, the worship of God was 

"First in their noble thoughts and plans ; 
ThtHf th/t strong traimng qf their yotdkJ^ 

And even previous to this, those parents who were in- 
terested in education, taught their own children for seve- 
ral years. Private schools were also kept^ supported by 
private contributionsi in a small room of some one of 
their los houses. 

^ The first public school was kept by Mr. Samuel 
Woods, in a house on the farm at present owned by 
Capt. Nahum Wilder." The precise year when this 
shcool was commenced we have been unal>le to ascer- 
tain. It is supposed that it was about the year 1759, the 
date of the District's incorporation. The first action of 
the District upon the subject, in a corporate capacity, 
as appears by the records, was on the 2d of January, 
17G if when six jjoundSy {about 8-"^) was voted for the 
use of Schools that year. The year immediately suc^ 
ceeding, this sum was augmented ^100 old tenor, equiv- 
alent to <£13, 8d, It would appear from the Town 
Records to have become an almost established method 
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orproeeedttre^ todotfs but year respecting sehods; 

with a few exceptions, however, the amount of money 
raised was gradaally augcneated with the iacrease of 
popalatioQ. 

Previous to 1709, tlie town not having been divided 
into districts, the seiectmea were expected to address a 
warrant to the people of a neighborhood, instructing 
them to procare a school teacher, and allowing the dif- 
ferent neighborhoods the amount paid by them. The 
following is a copy of a warrant addressed to Mr. Robert 
Cowden and sixteen others, bearing date Jan. 4, 1768 : 

You are hereby ordered to proenre a Schoolmaster 
to y^ approbation of y"" selectmen, and Improve in y^ use 
of Schooling what yoa are assessed in y* School Rates, 
and when you have done so you may hafe orders to draw 
y" same out of y® District Treasury. 

Sum total of your School Rates Jf3, 6,3, L" 

In October, 1769, it was voted to make an alteration 
respecting the Schools, and a committee consisting of 

Dea. Keyeg, Caleb Mirick, Sadey Mason, Stephen Brig- 
ham, Robert Keyes, Joseph Phelps, and Samuel Woods 
was chosen for that purpose, to report at a subsequent 
meeting. At a meeting on the 6th of December, the 
same year, said committee reported that it was expedient 
to diride the town into six districts or squadrons, as 
they were at that time usually termed. This report was 
adopted by the town and the division accordingly made. 
There were at that time one hundred and nineteen fami- 
lies in town. 

The " Middle Division," or District, embraced thirty- 
six families, as follows : — ^Moses Gill, Joseph Wooley, 
Jabez StrattoD, Dr. Ephraim Woolson, William Gibbs, 
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Isaac Stratton, Wiiiiam Foster, John Barber, Joseph 
Hsynes, Samael Wood, Job Brooks, John Gleason, 
Amos Powers, Enoch Brooks, Rev. Timothy Fuller, 
Elisha Gale, Josiah Wetherbee, Josiah Mirick, Paul 
Matthews, Joseph Eveletb, Caleb Mirick, Joel Rice, 
George Parkhurst, John Mirick, Samuel Hastings, J. 
BuUard, Joseph Norcross, Abner Howe, Adonijah 
Howe, Joseph Sargent, Ebenezer Jones, John Jones, 
James Mirick, Peter Goodnow, Thadeus Bowman and 
Isaac Jones. 

The *^ Soatherljr Dmsion^' contained twenty families : 
Ephraim Hartwell, Joseph Gibbe, Thomas Mason, Jaeob 

Moore, Aaron Brooks, Nathan Farrow, Samuel Bailej, 
iU)bttri Forbes, Sadey Marao, CoL Bettjanin Holden, 
WtUiaan Muuey, Jonathan Smith, Bsger, Charles 

Brooks, Asa Harris, Eliphalet Howe, Con ant, 

George Smith, William Raymond, and Richard Cheeter* 
Easterly Difisioo,'' ten families : — ^Silas Houghton, 
— — Allen, J. Stanley, Joseph Abbot, Charles Wyman, 
Col. Elisha Jones, Warren Sawin, Isaac Abbot, Joseph 
Phelps, and Oliver Dresser. 

"Westerly Division,'' eighteen families: — C. Hart- 
well, Nathan Smith, David Parker, William Thompson, 
Robert Cowden, Oliver Davis, Lt. Boaz Moore, Timo- 
thy Kcyes, Joseph Eveleth, Humphrey Moore, Silas 
Flymptou, Morse, Robert Kossier, William Skin- 
ner, Micah Newton, Seth Savage, John Jones, and 
Abraham Savage. 

*^ North-westerly Division,'' fourteen families: — Isaac 
Thompson, Philip Rogers, John Bartlett, Stephen Brig« 
ham, Davis, Stephen Ralph, David Everett, Ebe- 
nezer Colburn, Daniel Sumner Howard, Aaron 

Perry, Isaac Norcross, Noah Norcross, and Artemas 
Howe« 
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"North-easterly Division,'' twenty-one families: — 
Jonathan PowerSi Timothy BilliagSy Robert Keyea^ 
Tilly Litilejohns, Samuel MosemiOi Elitha Wilder, 

Ephrairn Osgood, Joel Houghton, — Brown, John 
Frosty Benjamin Wiisoni William Edgell, James Robin* 
Timothy Mosemaot William MoMman, Phineas 
Beaman, James Harrington, Stephen Harrington, A bij ah 
v^Harrington, Eiisha Hobbs^ and — Gregory. 

In Jaottary, 1771» it waa " voted that each Sqoadroa 
have liberty to build their own school houses;" it ap- 
pears, howeFer, that neither of them availed tbemselvea 
of thia pririlegeb In March, of the aame year, it waa 

Toted a school boitse be built in each Sqolidron of 
town at y° town cost, and that a school house be built in 
y"* Middle Squadron, twenty feet aquare, and that one 
hundred dollars be allowed for y* building y' same, said 
money to be raised in y" Middle Squadron, and y^ other 
Squadrona to be assessed by y* aame pr<qK>rtion for y* 
building y* other sehool houses, and if any money is left, 
it shall be converted to y^ use of schooling in y~ Squad* 
ron." A committee, of two to each Squadron, was chosen 
at the same time, to superintend the huildiag of said 
houses. In the year following, this vote was so far re* 
considered, that it waa voted each Squadron be rated 
aeparatdy/' and application was also made to the* 
^' duarter Sessions'^ for the confirmation of this vote. 
The six school-houses were accordingly built, during 
that and the following year. The one in the Middle 
Squadron at the expense of £26y 13s, 4d. " These 
houses stood, with the exception of that of the centre 
diatriet, until 1707, when new ones were erected, which 
remained until 1836, when the town again commenced 
ro-building them.'' The centre school house, which had 
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been umd totmMd Um moiiioipal bamneM of ibe towa 

in, was consumed by fire, whereupon the present old 
Town House was built, and used for the centre school, 
Mtil 1811, when ihe district was dhr ided. In 1792, a 
new division of the town into scho(4 distriets was madei 
and in lti38 ii was new districted as at present. At 
this time, also, most of the school houses were buiit with 
brick. 

The town, since the year 1800, has appropriated for 
aehooliiig, $34,687,87 1-2, eaclusiTe of private appropri- 
ations. The appropriation for the present year, 18S2, 
IS $1000, which is divided equally among the ten dis- 
tricts. In addition to this, about $65 will be received 
from the school fnndof theSute; making in all, $1069, 
to be expended for the purposes of Common Schools. 
Of this, iwoHhirds is to be expended for the winter 
schools, aod the remaining one third for summer 
schools. 

SiatisUeal Aecauni of the Common JSchooh, for 
1851-2 .—Number of Districts, 10 ; Number of differ- 
ent scholars in Summer Schools, 279, — in Winter, 337; 
Average attendance in Summer Schools, 260,— in Win- 
ter, 276. 

The influence exerted by Common School instruc- 
tkm, has been, in the highest degree, happy and salutary 
upon all the citizens of the town. It may be confident- 
ly asserted that each individual has, to a certain extent, 
personally. shared in their enlightening and ennobling 
blessings. The interests of education in Princeton 
have not been unafTected by the progress of learning 
throughout the community. The demand for more 
sehool instruction, has been met, by individuals of this 
place, through the maintenance, at ^UlEurent periodsi of 
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a Select or High School. In 1828, John Brooks, Esq., 
not only fitted up a building for' the accommodaiioa of 
an English and Classical school, and parehaaed a valo^ 

ble philosophical apparatus for the use of the same, at 
bis own expense, but he also obligated himaeii to pay the 
instructor a salary of $300 annaally, for three atuscea* 

sive ye ir:^, — exclusive of the tuition of scholars. This 
school was quite prosperous for several years, especially 
while under the management of Mr. Goddard, who pos- 
sessed, in an eminent degree, all the requisites of a soc* 
cessful teacher," Mr. Goddard continued teacher until 
1831. Subsequently, it waa continued under the tuition 
of different individuals until 1835, supported by the 
liberal contributions of Mr. Brooks, and a few other in- 
dividuals* 

Princeton has raised up and educated many eminent 

and good men. Subjoined, are the names of Clergymen, 
of the Congregational and Baptist denominations, na- 
tiFes of this town, and who received their early educa- 
tion in this place : — Rev. Messrs. Stephen Baxter, 

Ralph, William Mason, Thomas Mason, Humphrey 
Moore, William Allen, John Keyes, Ezra Newton, Con- 
gregationalists ; Rev. Messrs. Abel Woods, Jobhiia Ev- 
eleth, Ephraim Eveleth, Baptists; Rev. Leonard 
Woods, D. D., Professor in the AndoTer Theological 
Seminary; Oliver Allen, at present a Missionary at 
Bombay ^ Charles Brooks, son of John U. Brooks, Con- 
gregationaiist. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Biographiftil NottCM— PbyriciiDS— PoftnaitMS-^Mie Bitildiii|i— >Aceoiii> 
noAMf oM tt Hit Wtclnueit Hoi»l-'49ttMiDi and Pondi— WaetaoNtt 
M fti ititiihi -ffffli Ffftfliinii 

Notiees of the clergymen of the town strictly belong 

to the division of biography. The relation of these lo 
their parishes, however, is so intimate, it has been found 
most convenient to furnish a brief memoir of each min* 
ister in the history of his parish. 

Hon. Moses Gill, though not a native of Princeton, ^ 
bis history is, nevertheless, more or less interwoven with 
it. He was born at Charlestown in this State in 1733. 
liis early days were spent in mercantile pursuits. He 
was married to Miss Sarah, the only surviving daughter 
of Rev. Dr« Prince, then pastor of the Old South Church, 
Boston, in 1759, from whom he intherited a large 
amount of land in Princeton. Having retired from 
business, in 1767, Mr. Oil! commenced residing in this 
town a portion of each year. He represented the town 
in General Court,at Salem, and in the year of Provincial 
Congress, at Concord, in 1774. For a few years subse- 
quent to that period he was a member of the Stale Le- 
gislature. He was chosen Senator in 1780, which of- 
fice he held until he was transferred to a seat in the Ex- 
ecutive Council in 1789. lie was elected Lieut. Gover- 
nor in 1794, under Mr. Adams— an office which he held 
until May 20, 1800, when he departed this life,* acting 
as Governor after the demise of Gov. Sumner, June 7, 
1799, until the inauguration of Govt Strong, May, 
1800. 

* Ilav in? buried his first wife In 1767, Mr. Gill mairied, in 1773, HlM Rebec- 
C&i a nt»ice ot ihc late 'ilioiai^ Pojlston, Ejsq. 

17 
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WiLiJAif DoDD8« Esq. was a natife of Lexington, 

Mass. At an early age he removed to Holden, where 
he was joiaed in marriage to Miss Anna Chiid, and, after 
residing there until 1771 » be came to this town^ to live 

on ihe farm at present owned by Mr. John Dodds. For 
nearly thirty years he filled the office of Town Clerk, to 
the general acceptance of the town« He also repr^ 
iieiited the town in the State Leo^islatare a few years. 
Seferal years he was engaged in teaching Distri^ 
Schools in Princeton* In 1809, he received a Justice's* 
commission. His death occurred in 1833, at the ad* 

* 

vanced age of eighty-fi?e. 

Wabd NICB0LA9 BoyLSTONy Eaq., alias Ward Hal* 

lowel), was born in Boston, Nov. 22d, 1749. His 
father, Benjamin Hallowell, Ksq., was a native of Boston, 
and, at the time of the revolution, an officer in the Cua* 
torn House. His mother, Mrs. Mary Hallowell, was the 
daughter of Thomas Boyistoii, and sister to the second 
wife of the Hon. Moses Gill. He received his education 
in the free schools of Boston. In March, 1770, at the 
solicitation of his maternal uiicle, Nicholas Boylston, 
Esq., the distinguished benefactor of Harvard Universi- 
ty, he dropped the name of Hallowell, through a royal li- 
cense, and added to his Christian name that of the above- 
mentioned uncle. In 1773, for the purpose of renova- 
ting his health, Mr. Boylston commenced a jonrney 
through Europe and Asia. lie embarked on board the 
* Ki]]g of Naples,' bound from Boston to Newfoundland, 
October 12ib. From the latter place he sailed to Italy, 
and from thence proceeded to Turkey, Syria, the Archi- 
pelago, Palestine, Egypt, and the Barbary Coast. He 
also passed through Qeneva, Savoy, France, and Flan* 
ders. During this toi^r he kept a journal, which, replete 
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Vhh laterM, ind in many parts illaslratiTe of BiMieal 

history, ia still preserved ia manuscript ^ and which, it is 
to be hoped, maj yet be given to the pabUc. He arrU 
rtred in London, 1775, and for the twenty^five snbse* 

queni years remained there eno^age^ in the various ope- 
rations of trade. In 1800 he sailed for Boston, where 
ke arrived on the 15th of May of the same year. From 

this time until his death, in 1727, he continued to reside 
during the larger portion of the year at JPriuceton, spends 
ing the winter months at his seat at Jamacia Plains^ 

Roxbury, Mass. Soon after Mr. Boylston's arrival ia 
Boston, he confirmed to Harvard University a bequest 
of Nicholas Boylston, Esq., amounting to $23,200^ as a 
fuundutiQu of the professorship of Rlietoric and Oratory, 
with the condilLoa that John Q^uincy Adams should be 
appointed professor. In 1802, he secured to the same 
Institution an annuity of $100, to be distributed in prizes 
for the discussion of medical questions, la 180^^, he 
paid to the treasurer of the Institution $500, as a fund, 
the income of which should be expended in additions to 
liie library. To this succeeded the annuity of $60, to be 
distributed in elocution prizes to n|^er*gradnates. Large 
bequests were mude to the same institution in his will."* 
Mr Boylslon's bequests io Princeton, we have noticed in 
another plaee« 

Moses G. Cheeybr, Esq. was a native of Prineeton, 
and his name ought to find a prominent place ia this 
oonneetion. Mr. Chester was an Mtive and useful man 
in the town. Few men have enjoyed more largely the 
esteem of their fellow citizens. His sphere was in the 
httmble walks of life, yet by has enterprise and economy 
be amassed a large property. At his death be madp a 

* BiMMn*f BkMiy of Pttncoton, 197. 
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teHioiiofa'piaosofltBdto the tom for a GeBMtary, 

and also $300 to prepare ihe grouad. He died iu Juue, 
1851, at the age of 69. 

Oapt Bbhjamxn Harrin otok » was a oalife of PriiiM* 
Um, He cheriBhed a sincere desire for the general 
prosperity of the iahabitaius of his native town, and alao 
4id muob to promote the same. Mr. Htrriagtoo was a 
beneroleiit man. The high standing he took in the moral 
enterprises of the day, obtained for bim many warm and 
lasting friends. He departed this lift in December, 
1651, aged almost 78 years. 

pHrsiciANS. — ^The following are the names of the indi* 

viduals who have practised in Princeton as Physicians : 
Drs. Zachariah Harvey, Ephraim Woolson, Ephraim 
Wilson, Walker, Henry Eldridge, Luther Allen, 

^ Henry Bagg, Martin Howe, Titus, Brainerd, 

Chandler Smith, Orville Brooks. The present practi- 

r \ tioners are Drs. Warren Patridge and Alphonso Brooks. 

Names of Postmastbbs. — Princeton, Charles Rua*, 
sell, Esq. Moses O. Cheever, Esq., George F. Folger ; 

East Princeton : H. Y. Pratt. 

PirsLio BoiLDiNos.— The Town House, erected in 
1842, is one story high, 64 feet long and 40 feet wide. 

Congregationalist or Union" Meeting House, built 
in 183B. Baptist Church, erected in 1899, Metkodist 
Episcopal Church, erected in 1839. 

Wacbusett Hotel, an elegant building, furnished in a 
style not surpsssed, probably, in New-England. The best 
accommodations are furnished, by the landlord, Mr. John 
Brooks, Jn £?ery conTenieace and luxury to be obtained 
in the nietropoli8,especially daring the summer months, is 
furnished for the vit^y traveler, and for those who wish 



MISCELLANEOUS UATTSRS* 



to spend their time during the warm seMon in Prince- 
ton, where the scenery is then roost deiightfol. 

This town is situated fifteen miles from the Court 
Hmso in WoreesCer, nearly north, and is highly celebra- 
ted, not only for the industry aod enterprise of its inhal>- 
itants and the fertility of itssoili bnt also for the extreme 
purity and excellency of its atmosphere. 

Streams. — The town is exceedingly well watered by 
springs and riruleis. There are however no large 
streams, althongh seTeral large and fine rivers have their. 

soarces here. Ttic waters of the small streams flow 
partly east, into the Massachusetts Bay, and partly west^ 
into the Connecticut River. One has its source at the 
foot of the Wachusett mountain, and Uuws east^ consti- 
tuting one branch of the Nashua Rirer. A second runs 
nearly south, and empties into Quinepoxet pond. A 
third has its source at the foot of the mountain, on the 
westerly side, and flows southwest, constituting the east 
branch of Ware river, which flows into the Connecticut. 
Upon this last stream, Mr. Seth Savage erected a cotton 
factory at the west part of the town, called Slah city" ; 
which however at the present time i? not in operation, 
and has not been for some years. Another cotton 
factory, of about an equal size, formerly existed on East 
Wachusett brook, in the east part of the town* This 
was burnt in the winter of 1836.?' At the present time 
no farther use is made of the waters oi the difierent 
streams in this town than to turn common grist mills, 
saw mtHs, and mills for turning out ohair stuff 

Ponds. — Cluinepoxet, is a small sheet of water covering 
nboui sixty acres,io the south part of Princeton, extending 
into Holden, and is the only natural Pond in town. The 
outlet is the river Quinepoxet. Small porUoos of Wa- 

17* 
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chttfleti Pood, in the ncfrthera, and of lUiUMdt or 
''Wanchatopick" Pond^on the soaih-weaieni bordor, 1m 

wiUiin Princeton. 

WAcausfiTZ MouN7AiN«-*-Thi8 mouataia is sitaatad 
about two mUea Northwaat iron tba oeoire of the towa. 

The circumference of the mountain — is about three 
miles, and its height is 30iS feet aba?e the level of 
JWassachuaetts Bay, as foond by aotaal aarvey, in 1777, 

by lion. John Winthrop. The general elevation of 
the circumjaoeat country is about 1100 feet. Conse- 
qneotly the mountain rears its conteal head" 1900 
feet above this. It is some of the first land discovered 
by the mariner when making for any of the sea-ports ia 
Massachusetts. The highest part is a flat rock, or ledgo 
of rocks, for some rods in circumference. Upon this 
ledge a small octagonal tower, some thirty feet in height, 
was erected in 1828. This, however, has become so 
shattered that it is at the present time of but little use. 
There is generally a small pond ol water upon the sum* 
mit, some two or three rods square]^ audi where there is 
any soil, it is covered with blue-berry bashes, which, in 
their season, yield delicious fruit. The prospect from 
this mountain ia extensive and grand in the extreme 
To the observer from its top, the whole State lies 
spread out like a map." ** The neighboring hills, wind* 
ing into comparative insignificance, present an even 
outline to the beholder." On the one band, is seen tha 
waters of Boston harbor some fifty miles distant. On 
the North, the renowned Monadnock of New Han^ 
shire is visible, rearing its old bald, as well as brclmi 
summit, to the clouds. In other directions, *Mhe 
distant Hoosick and Green mountains fade away in tha 
distance, and mingle with the blue horison/' *^ Tha 



iHimeroiis and beatttifiil villafM teatlmd intermediitely 

io all directions, give a cliarm to the scene, bardiy sur- 
passed by that of the far-famed Holyoke.'* Tiie base o£ 
this MMHinliin is covered with a heavy growth of wood, 
wbi^ dwindles into small trees, and, finally^ to shrub- 
bery with flat lops, aimilar to that oa the sea shore^ as 
. yoa ipproaeh the siiannit This is ocoasioned doubt? 
less, ill part, by the state of the atmosphere ; for it is 
several degrees colder, oo the top than at the bottom in« 
variably. It may be asceaded, with some difficulty on 
the south bide with horses; but on the east, north, and 
northwest, it is exceedingly steep, broken and ledgy, and 
dtfficnlt of ascent even by persons on foot In oa 
the inauguration of John Q,uincy Adams to tlie Presi- 
dency, an unsuccessful attempt was made, at the sugges- 
^ tioo of Ward N. Boylston, Esq., to substitute for the 
present name that of Mount Adams. Wachusett moun- 
tain was frequently, visited by the Indians, in the early 
eeltlement of Massachnsetts. Many of them epeni theif 

winters near it, during King Phillip's War. It was here 
that Mrs. Rowlandson, wife of the first minister in Lan- 
easter, the narrative of whose captivity and great suffer- 
ings is familiar to those who have perused the early his* 
tory of the Indians in this State, was released. The spot 
where this scene occurred is on the east side of the 
mountain, and is still pointed out by some of the 
aged inhabitants. This mountain is visited during the 
aiunmer months by thousands of individuals every year. 
Little Wachusett, which deserves attention, is situated 
about a mile North from the centre of Princeton, and 
lo the Southwest of the mountain proper. This hill 
cwtains nearly 350 acres, mostly pasturing, though it 
is partially covered with wood^ and that chiefiy walnut* 
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Pine Hill, some two miles from the centre, to the east 
of VVachusett, is about half as high as themouataio^ and 
ie Dearly 2000 feet abo?e the sea. 

Pboducts. — ^The inhabitaQts of Princeton are princi- 
pally employed in agricultural pursuits. Shoe business 
is engaged in by aportioa of the people to soioe extent 
The female part of the inhabitants manofactttre eonsid* 
erabie quantities of Palm Leaf Hats. Mrs. Phebe Bea* 
man, who is still living, and who braided the first Palm 
Leaf Hat ever manufactured in town, learned the art by 
taking a iiat to pieces. The Chair manufacture has been 
introdoced within a few years to some extent, especially 
at East Princeton, and now gives employment to several 
workmen. As the soil is best adapted to grazing, it 
being naturally of a moist and springy quality, the 
ohtef products of the town are beef, butter and cheese. 
Grain sufficient for home consumption, is about all that 
is raised. Great quantities of wood are carried to Wor* 
oester, either in its cH-iginal form or in that of charcoal. 
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[ See Page 23. ] 

LIST OF OFFICERS 

0H08BN AT THfi TOWM MUXINa* MARCH 16, 1761. 

Dr. ZielMuriah Harv6y« moderator ; Dr. Zachariah Harvey^ 
district clerk ; Dr. Zachariah Harvev, Joseph Gibbs, Lieut. 
Abijah Moore, Timotliy Moseman, selectmen ; Dr. Zachariah 
Harvey, Abijah Mcxire* Peter Goodno^ assessors; Peter 
GoodoQW, Ueasnrer; Caleb Mirick, Sadey MaflOD, cons- 
tables; Samuel Nichols, Joseph Rugg, tythingmen ; Paul 
Mathewa, Stephen lirinrham, Silas Whitney, Tilly Littlejohns, 
Timothy Keyes, hi,(^hway surveyors ; Robert Keyes, clerk of 
the market; Samuel Hastings, Amos Spring, fci.cc viewers ; 
James Mirick, Oliver Davis, field drivers ; Robert Cowdcn, 
Edward Wilson, deer reeves ; Amo^ Powers, Samuel Hastings, 
hog reeves ; Abel Ray, surveyor of boards and shingles ; Ste- 
phen Bngham, sealer of leather; Peter Goodnow, Timothy 
Moseman, wardens ; Dr. Zachariah Harvey, agent to the gen- 
eral court. 

At the bottom of this list of officers, the following is found : — 

" This may certify that all the -above officers, except Timo- 
thy Keyes, were duly sworn as the Law directs. Respect in f]f t!ie 
takin^r of the paper cnrreiicy of the other GovernmenlSi and the 
l^eapective Oaths belong to each of tlieir offices. 

Test* . Zachariah Hmv^fMocUrator.^ • 

[ See Pnsie 2-1. ] 

LOCATION OF ROAO£L 

The manner of the early aettlers, locating their roads may 

be learned from the following, which is transcribed from tlie 

warrant for March meeting, 1774 : — 

" To see if the town will accept of a road laid out by the Se- 
lectmen, beginning at a Butternut tree marked, in Mr. Mose- 
man's land, thence running to a Poplar tree marked, in Joel 
Sawin's land, thence to a Clicstnut marked, thence to a Black 
Oak marked, thence to a Bluck Oak, tlicnce to a Black Oak 
marked, in Judge Ruggles' land, thence to a Chestnut, thence 

to a Black Birch, thence ta a Glieaiattt, U»ence to a Chestnut, 
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thence to a Black Birch, thence to a Chestnut, thence to a 
chestnut, thence to a White Pine, thence to a While Oak, 
thence to a Jilack Oak, thcnre to a Chestnut, thence to a White 
Piiie, thence to a Chestnut, thence a corner of Mr. Billings' 
said road is two rods wide and upon the northerly side of said 
marked trees.** 



[ See Page ^. ] 

PEimON OP REV, TIMOTHY POLLEai, 

ASTD THE RESOLVE OF GENERAL COURT THEREUPON.* 

^ Province of the Massacbasetts Bay* 

"To his excellency Francis Bernard, Esq. Governor and 
Commanf?er-irj-chief in nnd over said Province, The Honora- 
ble His Majesties Council and House of Representatives, in 
General Court assembled, at BostOB) the 30th Day of Decern- 
ber, Anno Domini ; 1767. 

The Petition of Timothy Puller of Princeton, in the County 
of Worcester, Clerk, humbly shews,— That, in the month of 
September last, he was ordained as a Minister in said Place. 
That the said Place is now in its Infancy and not very able to 
support the Gospel, but the Harmony and Unanimity that ap- 
peared among ihem to settle your Petitioner was a ^reat Induce- 
ment to accept of their invilanon at the small living of tifty- 
tiuue Pounds six Shiiliiig-s and eight Pence per Annum, which 
your Petitioner apprehends is as much as tfioy are able to pay 
in their Present Circumstances. That the said Place labors 
under many difficulties by reason of the great Expense the^ 
have been and are necesearily obliged to be at, fai finishiDg their 
Meotiog-Hoase, making and maintaimng new Roads in a Wil* 
deroess Goantry.^And greater than any new Town lately 

S«nted astbey have no pablio ministerial Lands foi the use of 
e first settled minister— That the Hill called WatchosettHiU 
lies within the Limits of said Town, which belongs to the 
Province ; The whole Contents whereof are about five Hun- 
dred Acres, iour Handred Acres of which are monntain, barren 
and unfruitful, and never can be fitt for any Iminrovement as many 
of this honorable Court are well knowing. That about one 
Hundred Acres of it upon the South ^>ide m^h. the Foot of the 
Hill, altbo' very rocky and uneven, inay possibly be improved as 
Pasture Land. Your Petitioner tlicretore humbly prays that, as 
au encouragement to him (seeing tiiere are no publick Lands 

• TkmseiiM ftmn Uw AfpiBdIx of lnMa11*ft HiHoiyoriUMalott. 
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reserved for the first Minister in said Place) joa would out of 
your wonted Goodnese, grant onto him the said Ffovince liand* 
« And as in duty bound shall ever may. 

"We, the Selectmen of Princeton, unite our humble nnd 
earnest Desire that the Prayer of your Petitioner above may be 
granted for the Reasons assi^j-ncd in the above Petition. 
" And as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

Peter GoodnoWf ^ 
Joseph Gibhs, \ Selectmen, 
JSbenezer Joiiea^ ^ of 
Oliver Davis, 1 Princdowru 
Bmjauiin Tai^iiter,] 

^In the TToiise of Repremitatives, Janunry 20/^, 1768, Resolved 
— That the Prayer ot said Petition be giauted, and that the 
Tract of Land belonging to this Province lying in Princetown, 
in the County of Worcester, called Wacbosett Hill, containing 
about five Hundred Acres, bounded East four Degrees North 
one Hundred and Sixty Rods on Watertown Fann»then North 
46 Degrees East 160 Rods on said Watertown Farm, then 
North 97 Rods on Af uzzey's Farm now Keyes's, then North 23- 
west 70 Rods on Benjamin Houghton^s Land, then westerly 135 
J[lods on said Houghton's Land, then 60 Rods on said Hough- 
ton's Land to a white Oak Tree, then South 55 west 353 Rods 
on Westminster Line to a Red Oak Tree, the comer of Mr. 
Allen's Farm, then East 21 Degrees South 100 Rods on said 
Allcn*s Farm, then rnnninf^ on saicl Allen's Farm about 190 
Rods to the Bound first mentioned ; be firaiUed to the said 
Timothy Fuller, his Heirs and Assigns forever, as an encour- 
agement to him to contiuuG in the faithful Discharnre of his Of- 
fice in said Princetown— Provided that He or his Heirs pay their 
Proportion of a Tax of two pence Per Acre for three years, laid 
by the General Court at tiieir Session in January, A. D. 1760, 
upon all un unproved Lands in said District of Princetown. 

Sent up for Concurrence, Thouias Cushingy Speaker* 

In Vauncdi January f^Hh^ 1768. Read and Concurred, 

Ji. Oliver f Seerdaryt 

Consented to — FVanm Bernard. 

A true Copy, Examined— i\ /. Cotton^ D. Secretc^ri^, 
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A DOCUMENT, 

OONTAININO AN IMPERFECT ACCOUNT OF THE NUMBER OF'' 
MEN FURNISHED IN THE RBVOLUTIONARY AT TH£ 

EXPBNSB OF THB TOWN. 

"Agreeable to a resolve of the ^nml aiieinblyi of the 11th 
of 3mj9 1783) The following is the account of the encoomffe* 
ment given to the men which marched agieeable to the lesoTve 
of said court:— 

£. #. (L 

Dec. 1, 1775. 10 men marched to reinforce continental army 80 00 0 

Jan. 20, 1776, 14 ** " « 83 03 0 

Jan. 24,1776, 81 " ^ to New York and Canada. 19S 06 5 

Aug. 4 «* •« to Boston 6 00 0 

Sept. 10, 1776, 16 «« to Fort 64 00 0 

Nov. 90, 1776, 16 »« *• to reinforce the army at New York,S5G0 00 0 
AiurUia. 1777, 7 to reinforce Gen. Spencer at Rhode 

*^ Island, 50 00 0 

July 16, 1777, 1 «« «« to guard stores at Brookfield,.. . . 8 00 0 
Aug. 8, 1777, 14 ** northward, served three weeks un- 
der Gen. Lincoln • . • • 84 00 0 

Anf>l&1777, 11 " northward under Gen. Warren. . , 106 80 0 

40 ** ** in consequence of ordenfiom Gen. 

Stark 100 00 0 

Bept 16, 1777, " •* on expedition to R. I. 30 days 

8ept.S2, 1777, 80 " northward under Gen. BaUey. . . 180 00 0 

Dec. 28, 1777, *• « to Rhode liland 

Feb. 7, 1778, 6 " « MTVod under Qon Boatli 7^ oo o 

Apr. 18, 1778, 5 " «• 695 00 0 

June 12, 1778, «• linr defence of &. Island 

June 16, 1778, *' " " «« 

June 23, 1778, 2 •« «♦ as Guards 16 00 0 

July 24, 1778, 4 « «* to Rhode Island 200 40 0 

July 27, 1778, 7 " " to «* , 210 00 0 

Aue 18, 1778, 3 " «« to " 90 00 0 

Bept ti, 1778, 4 ** to aid Gen Sullivan at R. 1 240 00 0 

Bept 17, 1778, 4 fOfimidQeikHMtliiBaBdUBoilon 800 00 0 

Jan. 1, 1779. 

Jan. 26, 1779, 

If areli 18. 1770, 

Apr. 14, 1779, 

Apr. 15, 

Apr. 97, 

Junes, 3 " toEliodo Idaail...., OOOOd 

June 18, 
June 85. 

Bept. 17, 

Oct 9, 9 ** » toClAverickJmdgiiaidstoRatland, 450 00 0 

Mch. 15, 1780, 

June 22, 12 " « to ye OOnttaiiitil Amy, daveilek, 1310 0 

June 23 8 ♦* " 77. 

Nov 29, 1780, 

Feb.88,178}, 9 prlnMee wottt to Rnttaad 84 00 0 

Avf 1 — .»» 
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UST OF VOTES FOE GOYERNOA SINCE 1780. 



Wears. JSTames. 

iTaO-Uancock 
Bowdoin 

ITSl-Hancock 
Bowiloia 

1789- Haneock 
Bow (loin 

1783- Hancack 
Gushing 

1784- IIaBCOck 

1785- Bowdoiii 
Onihlnff 

1786- Bowdois 
Cuililiii 

1787>Uanci»c\ 
Bowdoin 
1788-Hanco6k 

Gerry 
1780- Hancock 
Bowdoin 

1790- Hanroik 
BuvvUuiu 

ITM'-Haticock 

1790-Hancoek 

Dana 
17U3-lJanc(>ck 
Phillips 

Gerry 

1795- Ad urns 
Gill 

179d-AUaiiis 

Gill 
1797-Suiiiner 

6iU 

1796- Buntner 
Gill 

1799-Saiiinei 

GUI 
t800-9trong 

Gill 
1801-Strong 

Gerry 

^^t rong 

1803- btrong 
Gerrv 

1804- Str()ng 

Gerry 

1805- Strong 
Sullivan 

&806-SrronL' 

Sullivun 



rotes, 

27 
17 
31 
1 

16 

1 
33 
31 
22 

31 
5 
» 
31 
37 
90 
131 
3 
53 
62 
47 
33 



5 
52 
5 

70 

3 
39 
34 

6 
39 
37 
77 
4» 
17 
87 

4 
61 
43 
111 

2 
142 

114 

3 
131 

9 
142 

5 
159 

5 



Years. ^amu» 


VoUs. 


Years, JWimM. 


V oUd, 


1807-Strong 


145 


1632- Armstrong 


151 


Sullivan 


11 


Mills 


6 


1806-Oore 


124 


FuHcr 


10 


SttUivaa 


14 


1833-Davi8 


173 


1809-GoTe 


148 


AdftlM 


9» 


Lincoln 


13 


Morton 


SO 


1810-Gore 


139 


1834-DaFi8 


170 


Qeny 


17 


Morton 


14 


1811-Gore 


119 


1835-Everett 


139 


Gerry 


15 


Morton 


« 


1812-Strong 


182 


1836-Everett 


165 


Gerry 


20 


Morton 


30 


1813-^trong 


177 


1837-Everett 


141 


Veriiuin 


15 


Morton 


34 


1814-Stronf 


184 


1888-EvereU 


147 


Oexter 


16 


Morton 


63 


1815-Strong 


180 


1839-Everett 


130 


Dexter 


16 


Morton 


104 


1816-Brook« 


181 


1840-D:ivi^ 


190 


Dexter 


J3 


Murtun 


53 


1817-Rmokfl 


158 


1841-Dftvia 


135 


Dparhnrn 


14 


Morion 


50 


1818-Br(K)k<i 


1G3 


1842-Diivi8 


141 


Cmwnineliield 11 


Morton 


51 


1819-Brook8 


170 


Sewall 


19 


Crovirniashield 14 


I843-Brigg8 


119 


189(K-Brook8 


160 


Morton 


57 


Eiistis 


M 


Sewall 


51 


1821-Brooks 


143 


1844-Brigg8 


' 163 


Eustis 


14 


Bancroft 


45 


1823-Brook8 


142 


Sewall 


54 


Eustli 


11 


1845-Bri£:tr3 


116 


18-23-Oti9 


113 


Daviu 


35 


Eiistis 


22 


Sewall 


45 


Ciuincy 


10 


1846-Bripps 


95 


1834-LHthrop 


178 


Davis 


23 


Eustis 


25 


Sewall 


68 


1825-LincoIn 


92 


1847-Briggs 


96 


Murtoa 


101 


Cushing 


35 


18S6-LinGt>lH 


24 


Sewall 


50 


Lloyd 


121 


1848-Briggs 


n4 


1827-Lincola 


79 


Gushing 


14 


Jarvin 


4 


PhilKpe 


139 


1838-Lincnln 


106 


184»-Brip:!s 


61 


18i9- Lincoln 


94 


Boutweil 


27 


Morton 


7 


Phillipa 


lOO 


Atkin 


7 


1850-Brigg8 


69 


1830-LincolR 


109 


Botttwell 


24 


Morton 


27 


Phillips 


100 


1831-Lincoln 


101 


1851-VVinthrop 


79 


Mortom 


5 


B<)tirweU 


33 






PaUrey 


108 



18 



202 
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MUNICIPAL OFFICERS FROM 1760 TO 1852. 

f WlwB this nark ( • ) is ptaMd between the dates, it indicOM thlt tlie per* 
■Oft WM elaetad in cbe jMn flOCCM^iBg, Uom. ftnt lo UmL] 

TowK Clerks. — Dr. Zachariah Harvey 1760^ '1 ; Caleb 
Mirick 1762,70,'!; Samuel Woods ]7(k^; Peter Goodnow 
1764, 5, 7; Boaz Moore 17lk> ; Ephraim Woolson 17G3, 9, 72, 
cl, 5, 8; William Richardson 1774; James Mirick 1776, 7 ; 
William Dodds 1779-93, '97-1814 ; John Dana 1794^ ; Art«- 
mas Uow 1815-18 ; Jonas Hartwell 1819, 20 ; Enamui 
Gooduow 1896 ; Charlei Ratsell 1821-35^ 37-40 1 David H* 
Gregory 1850*2. 



Selectmen.— Peter Goodoow 1760, 4, 5, 7; Abijah Moore 
1760, 1, 3 ; Dr. Zachariah Harvey 1760, 1 ; Joseph Gibbs 1760, 
1, 3, 7, 8, 70; Timothy Moseman 1761, 2; Eliphalet Hoir 
1762 ; Bofiz Moore 1762, 3, 6, 70-2, 8, 81-92; Robert Keyes 
1762; Caleb Mirick 1762,70,1, 1808,9; Ebenczer Jones 17(?3, 
6-72,4^; Samuel Woods 17r>3; Benjaram Jioiden 1764, 9, 
73, 80-2, 90. 1 ; Stephen Brigham 1764, 5, 8, 71, 5-7; Tilly 
Littlejohns 1764^ WiHiam Muzzf»v 1764, 9; Sadey Mason 
1765,6,78-91 ; Wm. Thompson 17()5, 6, 72-7; Benjamin Tayn- 
ter 1765,7; Robert Cowden 176^J: Oliver Davis 1767; Ephraim 
Woolson 1768,9, 72,3, 5, 8: Adomjah Howe 17(J8, 7(>. 7,9,1818; 
Jns. Sargent 176*9, 70, 8, H^i-5,1H()7,'8; Jas. Mirick J771, 6, 7; Jejs. 
Thelps 1772 ; Paul Matthews 1773, 80 ; Jos. Eveleth 1773, 5, 81 
5, 1809; William Richardson 1774: Charles Brooks 1774, 80; 
EliflhaHobbs 1777,9,94,5; Samuel Hastings! 778, 1810-12; 
Ephraim Hartwell 1779 ; Abraham Gale 1779 ; John Mirick 
1780 ; Am Whitcomb 1761 ; William Dodds 1783-93, 6, 1807 ; 
AbnerHow 1766-89; Ebeneser Parker 1786^ 6-8, 1804, 
5 ; Abijah Harrlnirtofi 1793, 3, 6, 7 ; Ephraim Mirick 1792, 3 ; 
Isaac Hartwell 1793-5; David Rice, 1793-1800, 4-7; John 
* Dana 1794, 5, 1801-9 ; John Watson 1794, 5 ; Jooae Beaman 
1796-9; Andrew Whitney 1798-1800, 4-6; Samuel Didman 
17^HJ- 1802; Ephraim Wilson 1800-3; Araoe Meriam 1801-3, 
23-9: B.rtholomew Cheever 1803; Simon Divis 1803-9; 
Samuel Srratton, 1808,9; Joshaa Eveleth, 1810-12; Charles 
Mirick 1810-12 ; Br-njamin Harrington 1810; Arteims How 
1810-15; Jonas B ooks 1811-14 ; Samuel Stevenson 18 i:V17; 
Jonas Ilfirtw-ll 1813-20; Samuel Br»K)k8 1813; Israel How Jr. 
1814-16,20-2; Willtom Everett 1814, 15: Henry IVentisa 
1815; Cnlvin Bullock 1716,17; Azor MKymirc] KSMi: Jacob 
W« VYatsoD 1616-18, 28, 9, 36, 7, 49 ; Modes ilobb^ 1:^17, 18 ; 
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Jiui'iah Cutting 1817, 18 ; Nnhnrn Wilder 1818 ; Israel How* 
ldl9,20; Joshua Temple 1819; Thomas Wilder 1819; Mo- 
ses Baliatd 1819*22; John Minck, Jr. 1820, 1 ; Clarfc Hirick 
1820^2; Joseph Mason 1821,7, 30,6; Ephraim Mirick, Jr. 
1822-7; John H. Brooks 1823-9, 36; Moses G. Cheever 
1823^, 30.1; Gamaliel Beaman 1828,9; Ebcnezer Parker^ 
Jr. 1829; Rufus Davie 1830^2; John Whitney 1830-5 ; Israel 
Everett 1830-33, 40-2 ; Enoch Brooks 1831^; Caleb Diih* 
1832-4,7,8; Harlow Skinner 2B34-6; Nathan Meriara 1834, 
5; Joshua T. Everett 1834, 5 ; Daniel Parker 1835,45; Alfred 
Beaman 1836,7; Sewall Mirick 1837,8; John L. Boylston 
ia37-9 ; Wiirmm How 1838, 9 ; John Brooks, 1838t45, 7 8 ; 
Henry Boy lea 183* > -41, 9, 50 ; Jnnaa Brooks, Jr. 1839-41 ; E<|. 
ward A. Goodnow 1840,1; Erusruus D. Goodnow 1842,3; 
Alphonso Brooks 1843, 4, 6, 7; Charles Russell 1644-6; D tvid 
IL Gregory 1846-H ; Ebonezer Smith 1848. 9; Asa H. God- 
dard 1850, 1 ; Solon S. Hastinsra 1850, 1 ; William H. Bruwa 
1851| 2; Charies A. Mirick 1852 ; George O. Skinner 1852. 



As8£S90B8.^Zachariab Harvey 1761 ; Abijah Moore 1761 i 
Peter Goodnow 1761; Joseph Eveleth, 1762-4, 7; Boai 
Moore 1762, 3^ 70-2, 87 ; Caleb Mirick 1762 ; Samuel Woods 
1763, 4, 7, 70, 2, 3, 5, 6» 8, 9, 83, 4 ; Thomas Mason 1764-6, 8, 
9,71, 3, 6-81, 5, 6, 94-9; Robert Cowden 1765; William 
Mnzzey 1765,6,8,9; Adonijah Howe 17G7 ; Ebenfzer Jones 
1768; Joseph Saro:ent 17(5!), 70; James Mirick 1771 ; Juha 
Jones 1772, 4, 5; Benjamia Holden 1773; Enoch Brooks 
1774-8; William Richardson 1774; William Dodds 1777^ 
80-{);i, 5 1809; James Curtis 1779,80; Humphrey Moore 
1781, 8-90; Ephraim Hartwell 1782; Ebenezer Parker 1782- 
93,1796-1805; Mich©) Gill 1791 ; David Rice 1792 3,1806- 
9, 18 19 ; John Dana 1794, 180*2-9 ; Timothy Fuller 1794, 5 ; 
John Roper 1800, !; John Moore J810, 11; Joseph Mason 
1810-13,21-6, 30; Arlemaa How 1810-19; Jonas narfw(.|l 
1812-20; Samuel Stephenson, 1814 47 ; Mosps Hobbs 1620- 
3; Ephraim Mirick 1820-G; Charles Mirickl824; Amos Mer- 
i\m 1825-9 ; Ephraim Mirick, 2d 1827; John Wlntney J 827-9, 
32-5, 7-9, 44, 5 ; Jacob W. Watson 1828,9 ; Moses G. Cheev- 
er 1830, 1,(); R ifus Djivis 1830-2, 48, 50; Israel Everett 
1832, 3. 7-9, 44, 50 ; Harlow Skinner 1833, 4 ; Joshua T. Eve- 
rett 1834, 5 ; Nathan Meriam 1835 ; Hamilton WiUon, 1830-9 ; 
Williams. Everett 1^; John B^ks 1840, 1, 50; Joseph 
Meriam 1840-^ ; Caleb Dana 1810 ; Charles R Temple 1841-4; 
Joseph Hartwell 1812,3; Asa H. Goildard 184^7; Mnrshall 
Merum 1845 ; C4eb S. Mirick 1846, 8 ; Georgo 0« ttiniier 



1846,7; Ephraira Bearaan 1847; Phineas E. Gre^fory 1848; 
Jonas Brooks, Jr. 1849; Frederick Parker 1849,51,2; Win. 
n. Cfaeever 1849, 51, 2; Henry Boy lee 1851; Jceepb Whi^ 
comb 1853. 



Town TRSAsmiERS^Peter Goodnovr 17C1 ; James MIrick 
1762, 3 ; Timothy Keyee 1764, 5 ; Sadey Maeoo 1766 ; Joeepb 
Sar^rent 1767, 70, 1 ; Aboei Howe 1768,9; Joseph Eveleth 
1772,3; Robert Cow (Ion 1774-7; Charles Brooks 1778; Jo- 
seph Hay nes 1779; Enoch Brooks 1780-1812, 14-16; David 
Ricel8ia; Benjamin Harrin^fton 1817-21$ Thomas Wilder 
1822; Jacob W. Watson 1823, 4; Jonas Brooks 1825-<33; 
Charles Mirick 1826, 32; Moses G. Chrever 1827-30, 42; 
John Brooks 1831 : Jacob W. Watson 1831-0 ; Joseph Mason 
18;i7-41; Dinif^l Howe 1843,4: Alphonso Brooks 1845-8; 
Warren Potndge 1849 ; Joseph A. Read 1850-2. 



Rf prfse'vtatives. — Moses Gill 1780,4-95 ; Asa Whitcomb 
l/Ki; Ebeiipzer Parker 171)7,8,1800; David Rice 1801, 2, 
13-18, 21 ; John Dana 1804, 5, 12 ; William Dodd^, 180(), 8- 
11; Ephraim Mirick, Jr. 1823; Charles Russell 1826-32 ; Josh- 
ua T. Everett 1833,5; Jonathan Whitney 1834; John Brooks 
1835, (]; John Whitney 1836 : Alphonso Brooks 1838; Sewall 
Mirick 1839, 45; Ebemzer Parker 1840-2; Israel Everett 
1843, 44; Caleb S. Mirick 1847; Henry Boyles, 1818 ; Eben- 
eser Smith 1849 ; Ephraim Beaman 1850 ; Luther Crawford 
1851. 
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